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Over the past hundred years members of the Raleigh Stake have assembled 
important historical information and shared it widely. Whenever a new building 
was dedicated or a significant milestone was reached a new pamphlet was pro- 
duced to reacquaint new members with the heritage of the area. 


In anticipation of the dedication of the Raleigh Temple, President John C. 
Taggart called Sister Joan G. Harper to head a committee that would assemble 
the “story” of the Latter-day Saints in Wake County, North Carolina. Sister 
Harper selected members of the Stake who had lived much of the history or were 
acquainted with those who had lived it. This committee included: Genevieve and 
Grady Barnes, Flo Brantley, Pete G. Deaver, Myrtle Dixon, Roy Epps, Chloe 
Hodge, Blanche Keith, Dave Mellor, Vicky Myers, Robert Parker, President 
Gerald Thornton, and Sister Katrina Thornton, Linda Scadden, and Jere Snyder. 


President John C. Taggart contributed the notes he took during the Raleigh 
Temple dedication and Elder Gaylen and Sister Alaire Johnson, full-time mis- 
sionaries assigned to the Raleigh Temple, provided a detailed record of events 
leading to and including the Temple dedication. 


Brother Robert V. Parker contributed, in addition to his detailed history of 
the early years of the stake, the marvelously detailed account of those who served 
in bishoprics and other presidencies. 


Brother Kevin Hardman assisted with graphic designs. Robert England Lee 
assembled the materials and put them in their final form. 


PREFACE 


There are essentially two ways to view history: one, events happen and the 
Lord is not involved; or two, the hand of the Lord is involved in the moving for- 
ward of His kingdom. This history assumes significant involvement by the Lord. 
It is taken for granted that missionaries were led by the Lord to walk the steep 
hill that eventually led to the home of Durham Hall Smith. It is assumed that the 
Lord impressed upon the mind of gifted Latter-day Saint scholars that they 
should come to North Carolina to study and teach. We even see the hand of the 
Lord in the development of the computer industry, thereby bringing hundreds of 
Latter-day Saint families to a place they would not normally choose to live. 


The Lord also inspired His servant, Elder Howard W. Hunter, to create the 
Raleigh Stake in 1962, under the direction of President David O. McKay. From 
that time to the dedication of the Raleigh Temple five men have been selected by 
the Lord through His anointed servants to preside over the Raleigh Stake. Their 
names will be frequently mentioned. They are all modest, self-effacing men who 
do not delight to have their names set before others. Since it is not practical to 
tell the story of every soul who ever lived in the stake, this history will frequent- 
ly refer to those who presided over the people. That which occurs during their 
adminstrations is as much a reflection of the commitment and testimony of 
Raleigh Stake members as it is a reflection of the greatness of the men who 
presided over the Stake. 
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Chapter 1 
One of a City and Two of a Family 


1895 to 1920 


A Time of Testing 


The Lord has the power to direct the work of His kingdom. He does it in His 
own time, and in His own way. In 1890, He communicated His will to the 
President of the Church, Wilford Woodruff, in the form of a vision. The vision, 
made public on September 24, 1890, brought an end to the practice of plural mar- 
riage. ““The Lord showed me by vision and revelation,” President Woodruff later 
wrote, “exactly what would take place if we did not stop this practice. . .. He has 
told me exactly what to do, and what the result would be if we did not do it.” 
(Deseret Evening News, November 14, 1891). 


The Church had been brought to the edge of extinction. Earlier in the year, 
the United States Supreme Court declared the Edmunds-Tucker Act constitu- 
tional. This law dissolved the Church as a legal corporation, required the forfei- 
ture of all property valued in excess of $50,000, dissolved the emigration fund, 
and disbanded the territorial militia. The Church had fought against this law 
since its passage in 1887, believing that it was unconstitutional. Once the law 
was sustained by the highest court in the land, President Woodruff went to the 
Lord to seek direction. He was prepared to stand his ground, to move the Church 
out of the country if necessary. He, along with other Church leaders, believed 
that until they received word from the Lord Himself they must obey the com- 
mandment of plural marriage. 


As Abraham proved himself by offering his son Isaac as a sacrifice, the 
Latter-day Saints were proving themselves. Would they really do all that God 
commanded them, no matter what? Abraham was stopped by an angel. President 
Woodruff was stopped by a vision and revelation. The Saints had passed the test. 


The impact on the church was profound. Within three years the Salt Lake 
Temple was dedicated, the Tabernacle Choir performed at the Chicago World’s 
Fair, and, after a pause of several years, missionary work resumed in the eastern 
portion of the United States. 


A Vision in a Dream 


In 1895, two young missionaries, William H. Ingham and Joseph A. 
Jorgenson, were assigned to preach the gospel in Wake County, North Carolina. 
In the summer of that year they walked the steep, winding road that led to a home 


in the Southern Wake County 
community of Sippahaw (named 
after an Indian tribe which had 
once inhabited the area). At the 
end of the road, on the front 
porch, sat 79-year-old Durham 
Hall Smith. He had been watching 
the road, expecting visitors. 


Thirty years earlier, Durham 
had returned to his native North 
Carolina scarred physically and 
emotionally by the wounds he had 
suffered as he fought for the 
Confederacy in the War Between 
the States. On three occasions 
Durham had been wounded. On 
three occasions he nearly died. 
But he was preserved. He was pre- 
served that he might make Mary 
Whittington his bride. He was pre- 

Elder Joseph Jorgensen served that he might question the 

purpose of life. He was preserved 

that he might seek for the true religion of the living God. He was preserved that, 
when he found this true Church, he could lead his family to it. 





In the days before Elders Ingham and Jorgenson determined to ascend the 
narrow path to the Smith home important events had taken place. In the evenings 
the Elders held meetings in the local school. Word of these meetings traveled 
quickly throughout the community. On one of those evenings, in the middle of 
the night, in his own home, Durham Smith saw a vision in a dream. In this vision 
he saw two men walking toward his home. He was clearly shown how these men 
would appear and it was manifested to him that they would have a message of 
great importance. 


As the Elders came closer to the home Durham recognized them as the mes- 
sengers he had seen in his vision. He arose from his chair, went to the door, and 
said, “Come in. I’ve been waiting for you.” 


The First Baptisms in Wake County 


The Elders spent the day in the Smith home. They spoke of the apostasy of 
the ancient Church, the restoration of the Church and its true doctrines through 
the Prophet Joseph Smith, and the Book of Mormon. As they left, the missionar- 
ies invited the Smiths to the meeting they would hold that night in the local 
school. Durham and his 53-year-old wife, Mary, accepted the invitation. Their 








seven children, daughters Ozzettie, 35; Mary Elizabeth, 26; Idelia, 24; Virginia, 
15; and sons, Vivian, 22; Franklin, 20; and Robert Lee, 17, went with them. 


Joseph Smith, the Prophet of the Restoration, went into a grove of trees in 
1820 seeking to know which church to join. He came out of that grove with far 
more knowledge about God and truth than he ever imagined possible. Durham 
Smith, searching, weathered, war veteran, walked into the school seeking the 
truth. When he exited the school and began the mile walk back to his home, he 
and Mary were both very quiet. Finally, as they came to the trail that led to the 
Smith home, the same trail the Elders had walked that morning, Durham turned 
to his wife and said, “This is the truth we’ ve been waiting for.” 


The Prophet Joseph had the angel Moroni, John the Baptist, and Peter, 
James, and John to instruct him and give him authority to establish the kingdom 
of God on the earth. Elders Ingham and Jorgenson came with that restored 
authority and taught Durham and Mary for the next several days. Durham told 
his brother, Joseph, age 59, about the experiences he was having with the mis- 
sionaries. Joseph and his 
family were also touched by 
the Spirit of God and 
accepted the teachings of 
the Elders. A baptismal date 
was established, September 
15th, upon which the Smith 
family and others who had 
come to accept the message 
of the restored gospel, 
would enter the waters of 
baptism. A creek that ran 
through the Smith property 
was widened and dammed 
so that sufficient water 
would accumulate to form a 
place where a baptism could 
take place. 


News travels fast in lit- 
tle country towns. When 
word spread that nine peo- 
ple were going to be bap- 
tized into the Mormon 
Church over at Durham’s 
place, 300 people came to 
watch. They came out of 
curiosity, for none were 





Certificate of membership for Vivian Smith 
members of the Church. On if Suacie) 15, 1895 


the appointed day, September 15, 1895, Durham Smith became the first person 
baptized into the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in Wake County, 
North Carolina. 


Those who followed were: 


Mary Whittington Smith, Durham’s wife, 

Vivian (“V”) Smith, Durham and Mary’s son, 

Mary Elizabeth (Molly) Smith, Durham and Mary’s daughter, 
Joseph John Smith, Durham’s brother, 

Emily Catherine Smith, Joseph’s wife, 

Ellen Francis Smith Driver, Joseph and Emily’s daughter, 
Siley Etney Smith, Joseph and Emily’s son, 

And Almon Smith, Joseph and Emily’s son. 


William H. Ingham, a missionary from Salt Lake City, performed all of the 
baptisms. Confirmations were performed by Ezra C. Robinson, who had arrived 
in the mission from Farmington, Utah, on August 3rd; Joseph A. Jorgenson, from 
Piute County, Utah, who had been in North Carolina since May 11th; and John 
D. Killpack, Jr., from Emery County, Utah, who began his mission August 31st. 


The Varina Branch 


Two weeks after these mid-September baptisms, a branch of the Church was 
formed in the nearby town of Varina (named after the wife of Confederate 
President Jefferson Davis). Durham Hall Smith was ordained a priest and set 
apart as the presiding officer of the Varina Branch. His brother, Joseph, was 
called as the first Sunday School President. 


In these early days, the Durham and Joseph John Smith families were the 
Church. The organization was presided over by the Smith brothers. The mis- 
sionaries lived in Durham Smith’s home. And, after experiencing severe perse- 
cution in Varina, meetings were moved to the corn crib on the Durham Smith 
farm. It was in this humble setting that Latter-day Saints partook of the sacra- 
ment, taught lessons, and bore their testimonies of the truthfulness of the restored 
gospel. In that sacred spot it was also determined that the corn crib was an inad- 
equate site for holding worship services. 


The First Meeting House 


Land in nearby Harnett County, in a little place called Rawls, was loaned to 
the Church for the purpose of building a suitable meeting house. Trees from the 
Durham Smith farm were cut and milled to furnish wood for the new building. 
Local members spent much of their free time working on some aspect of the con- 
struction. They were assisted by the full-time missionaries. 


On December 12, 1897, two years after the project started, the Varina 


Branch, consisting of 18 
members, held its Branch 
Conference in the new 
building in Rawls. Elder 
Ezra C. Robinson, who 
had assisted in the first 
baptisms two years earlier, 
attended the meeting as 
the President of the North 
Carolina Conference 
(Stake). The building seat- 
ed 90 people and had 
hand-made pews. The 
windows had no glass and 
were covered only with wood shutters. They were kept closed in the winter, but 
in the summer they were opened to allow the air to circulate. Light was provid- 
ed by oil lamps and a large potbelly stove in the middle of the floor. Of special 
significance was a little podium from which the presiding officer and others 
would address the congregation. It was a gift to the congregation from the pre- 
siding priest, 82-year-old Durham Smith, who worked on the project in the 
evening and on days when weather would not allow outdoor work. He also built 
the raised stand upon which the podium stood and gave them both a matching 
hand-carved design. 





Varina Branch Chapel, 1897 


We read in the Book of Mormon 
that Lehi built altars and offered sacri- 
fices in gratitude for the tender mercy 
that had been granted him by the Lord 
when he left Jerusalem, when he 
received the brass plates, and when 
wives were provided for his sons. The 
little meeting house, the little podium, 
and the raised stand were, for Durham 
Hall Smith, offerings to the Lord. They 
became symbols of the gratitude he 
felt for the mercy the Lord had extend- 
ed to him in allowing him to receive 
the gospel, be baptized, receive the 
priesthood, and watch his family do 
the same. 





Podium crafted by Durham Hall Smith 


The Missionaries 


Missionaries in the late 1890’s were different from missionaries of the late 
20th Century. By and large, the young elders and sisters of the 1990's are in their 





late teens and early 20’s. They have gone to school for a number of years; and 
they are, without exception, unmarried. There are, of course, married couples, 
but these are brothers and sisters who have retired from full-time employment 
and have no children at home. The elders of the late 19th Century generally had 
little in the way of formal education and were, in many cases, married with fam- 
ilies. They were ordained to the office of Seventy when they were set apart as 
missionaries, and their callings would vary in length according to the needs of 
the Church. 


Consider the two missionaries who came to the Durham Smith home in 
1895. William Henry Ingham, of Salt Lake City, was a 27-year-old ordained 
Seventy when he walked the narrow lane to the Smith home. Joseph A. 
Jorgenson, born in Ephraim, Utah, was married 11 October 1894, at age 24, 
reported to the mission home in Salt Lake City on 11 May 1895, and arrived in 
North Carolina on the 18th of May of that same year. His first child, Herbert 
Leon Jorgenson, was born | August 1895, the same month Elder Jorgenson and 
his companion made their first contact with the Smith family. 


These missionaries, who under normal circumstances would be living fairly 
comfortably in rural Utah, were expected to travel about depending on the kind- 
ness of total strangers. They carried no money, not because they had none or 
could not quickly access it, but because it was the expectation of Church leaders 
that missionaries would preach in this manner. It was consistent with the admo- 
nitions given by the Lord to apostles in the New Testament (see Matthew 10:10; 
Mark 6:8; and Luke 9:3) and those who served as missionaries in the early part 
of this dispensation (see Doctrine and Covenants 24:18; 84:78, 86). 


Indeed, Elder J. Golden Kimball, who presided over the Southern States 
Mission when the Durham Smiths joined the Church, counseled the missionaries 
to travel in this manner. It was a test of faith. It was a good test. 


Early Persecution 


On | November 1897, Elders William M. Hansen and Harvey C. Carlisle 
were seeking a place to stay. They were traveling according to instructions at the 
mercy of the residents of Harnett County, North Carolina. They had been reject- 
ed at each door and had encountered open hostility in most homes. Now it was 
late and they were in search of shelter for the evening. Six times they requested 
food and shelter. Six times they were refused. They rapped at the door of one 
Neil Wilson, who offered them a place to stay, but did not offer any food. They 
engaged in conversation with the Wilson household until about 9 p.m., after 
which they retired for the evening, grateful for the hospitality that had been 
shown them. 


Around midnight, men on horseback surrounded the house. A large man 
came into the house, awakened the elders and ordered them outside. The mis- 
sionaries were instructed to walk between the rows of mounted horsemen, which 


6 


they did for about a mile along a very dark, 
rural road. They finally stopped before two 
coffin-like boxes. The horsemen dis- 
mounted, lit lanterns and placed them on 
the ground. The light revealed large ropes 
which had been prepared to hang the mis- 
sionaries. The ropes were placed about the 
necks of the elders and the self-appointed 
executioners walked a few feet away to 
discuss how they would carry out their 
diabolical plan. 


Suddenly, in the midst of an otherwise 
calm evening, the lanterns all went out. 
Not hesitating to seek instruction on the 
matter, the elders quickly removed the 
ropes from about their necks and raced Charles A. Callis, Mission President 
into the thick underbrush. Their enemies Southern States Mission 
began a frantic search, one of the searchers 
nearly stepping on a fugitive. The would-be lynchmen finally gave up and went 
home. The missionaries ultimately found their way back to members who fed 
them and provided them with lodging. 





During this time of persecution, Vivian Smith (known to his friends and 
family as “V”), found himself in a life-threatening situation. He was told he 
would be shot if he did not deny the gospel. He not only responded by profess- 
ing to be a “Mormon,” but testified to the truth of the gospel and said he would 
be a member of the Church as long as he lived. The man who held the gun deter- 
mined that he would end “V’s” life. He pulled the trigger, but the bullet did not 
discharge. The villain looked in amazement at his weapon, pointed it at the 
ground and pulled the trigger again. This time the gun fired. The amazed gunman 
and his associates quickly went their separate ways. “V” returned to his family 
unharmed. 


Seeds Take Root 


Early in the fall of 1899, while Durham Hall Smith, age 84, was doing his 
daily chores, he collapsed from a heart-attack. He passed away September 13th, 
two days short of the fourth anniversary of his baptism. When the great heart of 
Durham Smith stopped, it was as if the heart of the Church in Wake County had 
been taken away. Within a short time after his death the Varina Branch of the 
Church discontinued. Two attempts to revive the Branch, one in 1902 and anoth- 
er in 1908, failed. But as long as there was a Smith in the Church in the old home 
in Fuquay, the Church would be alive. 


And there was a great deal of life in the Smith home. “V” remained in the 


home and looked after his mother. In 1903, he married a young lady who stole 
his heart, Corenna (Rennie) Alvin Baucom. Five years later, she was baptized. 
“Vv” and Rennie became the Church in Wake County. When mission conferences 
were held in the old building in Harnett County, near Fuquay, the children in the 
Smith home would sleep on the floor, giving the missionaries their beds. General 
Authorities of the Church frequently visited North Carolina during these little 
conferences. President Joseph F. Smith, Charles A. Callis, who eventually 
became an Apostle, and Elder George Albert Smith of the Quorum of the Twelve 
were among the visitors who came from Church headquarters in Salt Lake City. 


These conferences were held twice each year and the Smith home was the 
heart of the preparations and support for each. While it represented a great deal 
of work, it was also a time cherished by the family. With each conference their 
associations with Church members in far away places such as Goldsboro and 
Wilmington, and nearby places such as Dunn and Durham, would deepen. Over 
time they became knit together in love. Through these associations members in 





Tithing Receipts for Mary Hall Smith, 1897 and Vivian Smith, 1909 





neighboring communities would call upon each other for priesthood blessings, 
and travel to one another’s homes simply to discuss the doctrines and history of 
the Church. They became as family. Throughout these years of slow growth and 
no growth there remained in the heart of “V” Smith the memory of the events 
which led to his baptism on 15 September 1895. That feeling of testimony never 
left his soul. He shared it with his wife and children regularly, thereby giving 
them a sense of who they were and what they represented: the first family of the 
Church in Wake County. Their home continued to be the hub of missionary activ- 
ity in Wake County for many more years. 


Mary Whittington Smith passed away September 23, 1924. She was buried 
beside her husband on the farm where they had raised their children and where 
the first baptisms in Wake County had taken place. The building erected by the 
Smith family, with wood cut from their own farm, continued to be used until 
1938. 


The seeds of the gospel were sown in Wake County in 1895. Their germi- 
nation period would last well into the 20th Century, but the seeds had fallen into 
good soil and when the time was right there would be a harvest beyond anyone’s 
expectation. 





Chapter 2 
Behold, I Will Send For Many Fishers 
1920 to 1950 


Preparing the Way 


The restoration of the Gospel of Jesus Christ was brought about by prophets 
and by families. In the earliest days of the church, three families - the Smiths of 
Palmyra, New York; 
the Whitmers in 
Fayette, New York; and 
the Knights in 
Colesville, New York - 
constituted the king- 
dom of God on the 
earth. As the gospel has 
been restored to the 
whole earth it has been 
by missionaries and 
families. In Wake 
County there were fam- 

: ~ - lies who stayed for 
Varina Branch members, about 1921 awhile and then moved 
on to other opportuni- 
ties. The Church did not experience great expansion, nor did it flounder. The glue 
that held the Church together in the early decades of the 20th Century was the 
family of Vivian I. and Corenna Smith. 





Despite the relative isolation that was a part of their early Church experi- 
ence, the Smiths remained faithful. They raised a family of nine children and 
humbly did what was asked of them by Priesthood leaders. This they did through 
the 1920’s and 1930’s with no expectation that the Church would ever consist of 
more than their extended family and a few temporary residents. 


At Church headquarters in Salt Lake City there were difficult decisions to be 
made. The rise of Nazi Germany put the nations of Western Europe at risk. Thus, 
those who were serving full-time missions in those nations were in grave danger. 
Eventually, to protect the missionaries, the Elders and Sisters who served in 
Europe were brought back to the United States. In the late 1930's, mission calls 
were not made to that part of the world, thereby increasing the numbers of mis- 
sionaries who could be sent to safer areas. Of the 2200 missionaries who served 
in 1938, 104 (79 Elders and 25 Sisters) served in the East Central States Mission, 
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of which Raleigh, North Carolina, was a part. In the April Conference of 1938, 
the mission president, William T. Tew, Jr., made the following remarks about the 
full-time missionaries over whom he presided: “They are outstanding in their 
character, in their determination to serve the Lord. Their testimonies are firm and 
steadfast. They have visions of what they want to do and where they want to go. 
They carry with them a wonderful influence” (Conference Report, April 1938, p. 
110). 


Among these visionary missionaries were Elders Hubert C. Lambert and Odell 
Webb. In September 1938, these young servants of the Lord were sent to Raleigh to 
establish a branch of the Church. By way of preparation they were given the records 
of the only known member-family in Raleigh: Brother Tom Morris and his wife, 
Bessie. After locating the Morris family on Poole Road, east of Raleigh, they invit- 
ed Tom and Bessie to extend an invitation to their neighbors and friends to come to 
their home and hear the Elders preach the doctrines of the Restoration. 


Only one neighbor couple accepted the invitation: Arthur Randolph Hodge 
and his wife, Valeria. They heard the doctrine and they also saw the fruit of that 
doctrine: two young men willing to preach at their own expense, willing to 
forego education and marriage, willing to sacrifice in a time when the country 
was still suffering from the effects of the Great Depression. 


The Hodges returned to the Morris home the next week and brought with 
them their 22-year-old daughter, Chloe. Of this meeting, she recalled, “I was 
impressed with the sincerity and dedication of these two young men, and with 
their knowledge of the scriptures; but more importantly, with their personal tes- 
timonies of the truthfulness of the gospel which they were teaching.” 


An appointment was made for another meeting the next week. The Hodges’ 
interest in the gospel was real. Proof of that sincerity came when Arthur suffered 
an injury which left him home-bound. Not knowing how the missionaries would 
respond, he 
humbly asked if 
the next meeting 
could be held in his 
own home. His 
request was not 
refused. In accor- 
dance with their 
own pre-arrange- 
ments, Tom and 
Bessie Morris 
moved from 
Raleigh a_ few 
weeks later. 





Elder Hubert C. Lambert Elder Odell Webb 
Missionary Missionary 
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Before Christmas of 1938, Chloe 
and her mother received the principles 
of the gospel, made significant 
changes in their lives, and asked if 
they could be baptized. “We had to 
ask,” said Chloe, “because the mis- 
sionaries never challenged us to be 
baptized. Perhaps they were afraid 
they would scare off their only investi- 
gators.” 


Elder Lambert and Elder Webb 
continued to meet at the Hodge home, 
but they knew this family needed a 
stronger tie to the Church than the tem- 
porary one offered by missionaries. So 
it was that they sought out another 
family, one who lived in the distant 

_— community of Fuquay, one who had 
Baptism of Sister Flonnie Rogers, 1940 remained faithful in isolation for near- 
ly four decades: Brother Vivian I. 
Smith and his wife, Corenna. They, together with their extended family, held 
Sunday School in the one-room building they had built with their own hands 
years before. It was to this humble setting that the Elders brought Chloe Hodge 
after the Christmas season of 1938. 





There were other units of the Church, more distant still: Durham, where 
there was a thriving branch, Greensboro, Goldsboro, and Wilmington. As it was 
with the Smiths the Whitmers, and the Knights of New York in the early days of 
the Restoration, so it became with the Hodges of Raleigh, the Savages and 
Draughons of Durham, and member-families living in other cities. They bonded 
together in love, united by the doctrines and principles of the Restoration and 
their testimonies of the Lord Jesus Christ. 


The “Gathering” Begins 


The year 1939 was truly a turning point in the history of the Church in 
Raleigh. Early in the year, Brother Wiley F. Tilton and his family, recent converts 
to the Church, moved from Goldsboro to Garner. Brother Clyde F. Smith and his 
family moved from Idaho to Raleigh to become the first “Mormon” faculty 
member at North Carolina State College (later North Carolina State University). 
And, Brother Arthur Hodge, his wife Valeria, and daughter Chloe were all bap- 
tized in May. (Brother Hodge’s daughter, Flonnie, her husband, Oscar, and their 
daughter Janice were baptized in June, 1940.) 


In April, 1939, a Sunday School was formed in Raleigh. It consisted of one 
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class with any- 
where from 
seven to 14 
members 
attending each 
week. Some 
attendees were 
young mothers 
who bounced 
little children 
on their laps 
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class included: 

Callis D. and Mary Lee Smith, Wiley and Mildred Tilton and their children 
Lucille and Dorothy, Clyde F. and Crystle Smith, T.Lynn Smith, F.M. and Jane 
Henderson, Nyle C. and Martha Brady, A. Russell and June Knudsen, Oscar R. 
and Flonnie Rogers, E. Floyd Barnes, and Chloe Hodge. 


In these infant days of the Church in North Carolina, the units were presided 
over by full-time missionaries who served as Presiding Elders in branches, and 
Supervising Elders in districts. While local members soon served as branch pres- 
idents, missionaries would continue to preside over the Raleigh district (later 
stake) until 1949. Elder Carlton C. Cope, Supervising Elder, reported the cir- 
cumstances of the Raleigh Latter-day Saints in a report dated April 2, 1939. 


“The first “Mormon” Sunday School to 
be held in Raleigh, North Carolina, was a 
great success. There were forty present. Bro. 
Callis Smith, Sunday School Superin-tendent, 
took charge of the meeting. Bro. Wiley Ford 
Tilton taught the adult class. 


“Mrs. Marie Gaydon attended our preach- 
ing service and would have come out to 
Sunday School [sooner], but she supposed she 
was the only Mormon in Raleigh until she saw 
my picture in the News and Observer with a 
notice of our meetings to be held. 


“Our Sunday School was held in the 
Moose Lodge, directly opposite the Ambass- 
ador Theater on Fayetteville Street and one half 
block south of the capital building. Elder Carlton C. Cope 
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“We are to pay ten dollars per mo. For the hall, lights, fuel and janitor ser- 
vice furnished by those in charge of the hall. We, Elders Varion C. Hodgkinson 
and Carlton C. Cope made the agreement with a Mr. W.E. Nance. The first check 
for $10 was sent to me, I gave it to Mr. Nance’s secretary, which pays the rent 
for the month of April, 1939. Hereafter the members will pay $3 and the mission 
$7 on the rent. The hall is on the third floor. 


“Recorded and signed by, 
[Signature] Elder Carlton C. Cope” 

‘Elder Cope’s report continues with the following addendum: 
“Raleigh, N.C. April 2, 1939. 


“Preaching Service was held in our new hall, the Moose Lodge 
tonight at 8:00 P.M. Elder V.C. Hodgkinson preached on the plan of sal- 
vation, after I had preached on the apostacy and Restoration. 


“We held good meeting, Elder V.C. Hodgkinson taking charge, 
and Miss Chloe Belle Hodge directing the singing. All of the members 
are very happy to have a hall to meet in, and enjoyed the meeting. 


“Our investigators, who are waiting for a warm day to be bap- 
tized, Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Randolph Hodge and their daughter, Chloe 
Belle Hodge. 


“Mrs. Marie Gaydon, a member we had no record of came to 
our meeting and brought one of her daughters and a friend with her. 
Mrs. Gaydon has two daughters to be baptized soon. 


“We, Elder V.C. Hodgkinson and Elder Carlton C. Cope feel 
sure that the Raleigh Branch will grow and prosper. 


“Recorded and signed by 
“[Signature] Elder Carlton C. Cope” 


Surely the feelings of these 
missionaries were confirmed 
when, on October 29, 1939, the 
first Branch Conference of the 
Raleigh Branch attracted 50 mem- 
bers and friends. 


At the next Branch 
Conference, March 10, 1940, sev- 
eral members of the Church were 
called to be local missionaries. In 
response to this call the Hodge 
family began to visit families in 





Members, Raleigh Branch 








their neighborhood on Poole Road. The home of Tom and Bessie Morris, where 
the Hodges had first been introduced to the gospel, was now inhabited by Betty 
Capps, her husband and children. To this home Valeria and her daughter Chloe 
returned. As their friendship grew, Betty asked questions about the Church. Her 
husband was not interested, but Betty attended several Church meetings. After 
her family moved to Dunn, she and her children were baptized. The Hodges had 
in a small measure returned the kindness that had been extended to them by the 
Morrises by returning to the house where their introduction to the gospel began 
and preaching it to the new residents. 


Mutual Improvement 


In 1939, the young women of the Raleigh area combined to form a Mutual 
group. They had been told by the missionaries that such groups were a regular 
part of the Church in Utah. The young ladies, not wanting to feel deprived, 
formed their own Mutual organization. Elder Cope, the Supervising Elder, 
included this event in his report for the year. 


“During the 1939-40 Mutual Season, a Mutual group met 
together. This Mutual group was more or less independent of the 
Sunday School Organization, for its officers were popularly elected, 
although the Superintendent-Acting Presiding Elder- gave his approval 
of the officers elected. This group met every week at the home of dif- 
ferent members and functioned much like any Mutual group in any part 
of the Church. The members of the Mutual group, however, during the 
1940-41 season went together to Durham and participated in Mutual 
there. It was decided that there were not sufficient members in Raleigh 
to support an organization, and yet there was that burning desire to con- 
tinue in Mutual work, even if it had to be done in Durham. Officers of 
this first Mutual were: Chloe Hodge, President; Lucille Tilton, First 
Counselor; Callis Smith, Second Counselor; and Sister [Mrs.] Wiley F. 
Tilton, Secretary-Treasurer.” 


The three single sisters listed as officers constituted the whole “Mutual 
group.” They had no curriculum, no idea of what they should do when they met 
together, no advisers. It was, as Chloe Hodge put it, “the blind leading the blind.” 
When Chloe investigated the Church she was introduced to a book by Elder 
James E. Talmage, an apostle, entitled The Articles of Faith. She read it aloud to 
her parents before they were baptized. Recalling the great value this had been to 
her own family, she suggested that when the Mutual group met together they 
would study a chapter or two from this volume. 


There was an anxiousness on the part of the Raleigh members to acquire the 
attributes of a mature Church unit: to have their own Mutual, Sunday School, and 
Relief Society as the larger units around them did. Because of a lack of numbers 
the groups usually attached themselves to larger nearby units after a short time. 
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For example, Elder Cope reported that the Mutual group merged with Durham’s 
more stable group. 


An attempt was made to establish the Relief Society with Sister Blanche 
Yarborough as president. Elder Cope reported, “Meetings were held for two or 
three months after Sunday School, in which regular Relief Society matters were 
discussed and worked out. Due to the smallness of the group, however, and the 
inability of many of the members to attend meetings regularly and do Relief 
Society work, the organization faded out after six weeks.” 


Sometimes the smallness of the group caused those who were present to 
wonder if they should hold meetings at all. When only five people were in atten- 
dance in Sacrament meeting in the late summer of 1939, the Elders, two of the 
five attendees, wondered what to do. They waited for 10 minutes in the hope that 
more would arrive. Chloe Hodge remembered, “The Elders asked what I thought 
we should do. I recalled the scripture where Christ said, ‘Where two or three are 
gathered together in my name, there shall I be also,’ [see D&C 6:32] and I said, 
‘Let’s hold sacrament meeting.’” 


These five obscure Latter-day Saints had an opening hymn, an invocation, 
and the blessing and partaking of the sacrament. Later, “the two elders gave talks, 
then they called on the three sisters to share their testimonies.” 


Years later, reflecting back on the moment and perhaps seeing the vitality 
and size of the Church in Raleigh at the turn of the Century, Chloe said, “There 
was a special feeling among us that evening. I recall feeling a strong assurance 
that I was where I should be, doing what I should be doing, and that my Heavenly 
Father was pleased with me. It was a sweet and peaceful feeling. On reflecting 
on that meeting, I realize that it was then that I began to have a small under- 
standing of what it means to endure to the end in righteousness.” 


Many more spiritual moments would follow in those early years when the 
Church was obscure and fragile. Woven in among those moments would be days 
of light-hearted laughter, such as the day a visitor came from South Carolina. 
During one sacrament meeting the now-anonymous brother let out such a sneeze 
during the passing of the sacrament that his false-teeth flew from his mouth. He 
caught them between his knees and quickly tried to slip the teeth back in place. 
In his haste he put them in sideways and tried to discreetly maneuver them into 
position with his tongue. Even the adults could not contain themselves. 


Graduate Students 


While the numbers continued to grow steadily, efforts to expand the little 
Raleigh Sunday School to something more continued to falter. But there was hope 
on the horizon. “Late in the summer of 1941,” Elder Cope wrote, “a considerable 
influx of members from the West enlarged the Raleigh LDS group (the N.C. Brady, 
the Russell Knudsen, and the F.M. Henderson families). They came to enroll in 
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Graduate School at N.C. 
State College. There was 
also Bro. James Black who 
was representing — the 
Church’s Genealogical 
Society. Brother Black had 
been on a mission and 
appeared to offer the kind 
of leadership necessary to 
begin the organization of a 
Raleigh Branch. Under his 
leadership a Sunday 
School Auxiliary, a Mutual 
Improvement Association, 
and a Priesthood organiza- 
tion were formed.” 





F. M. Henderson and Family 


With the beginning of the 1941-42 school year more graduate students came 
to North Carolina State College. Among them was Leonard Arrington. Brother 
Arrington would go on to have a distinguished career as an historian. In fact, 
Church history scholar Davis Bitton called Leonard Arrington, “The single most 
important historian of Utah and the Mormons in the 20th Century.” He would 
serve as Church Historian, the only non-General Authority to do so, for ten years. 
But, in the fall of 1941, he was an unknown graduate student from Idaho. He was 
also very experienced in the procedures of Church administration. During the 
semester break the Raleigh Latter-day Saints were organized into a Branch, with 
23-year-old Brother Arrington as the first Branch President. 


Tithing, Fast Offerings, and Building Fund Donations 


Though the receipt and recording of tithing, fast offerings and building fund 
donations in this litle group did not require much time, a record had to be main- 
tained; Sister Chloe Hodge was called to serve as the Branch Clerk. She wrote 





Building fund receipt signed by Chloe Hodge, clerk 
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receipts for all donations, faithfully recorded them in a ledger titled “Tithing and 
Fast Offerings” (which ledger is among the records in the Raleigh Stake 
archives), and deposited the monies in her bank account, until the Mission 
Secretary came to Raleigh to audit the books. When the auditor discovered that 
the funds were being given to a Sister, who was the branch Clerk, who kept the 
funds in her own bank account... 


Soon Priesthood leaders were trained in the proper way to handle building 
fund contributions and Chloe was released. Later, Ralph Ingram, an early mem- 
ber of the Branch would remark, “I attended Church for six years before I real- 
ized Chloe Hodge didn’t have the priesthood.” 


Chloe would later say, ““We were like little children. We didn’t know what to 
do, but we always did the best we could.” 


During that same semester break the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor and 
plunged the United States into war on two major fronts: the Pacific Ocean, and 
Western Europe. Later that year, the First Presidency announced that, for the dura- 
tion of the war, only older men who had been ordained high priests and seventies 
would serve full-time missions. The missionaries had provided leadership for the 
North Carolina Church units for many years. It is providential indeed that when 
this important leadership force was taken away from members in distant locations, 
members with great experience and testimony were persuaded to journey to those 
locations and provide a stabilizing influence for the Church. 


President Arrington outlined a vigorous program of activities and fund rais- 
ing. Mutual classes, made up mostly of young married couples, studied the major 
Christian religions, religious philosophy, proofs for the existence and attributes of 
God and other subjects during what was called “the lesson period.” This was fol- 
lowed by an activity time made up of 
music, dancing, debates, and other activi- 
ties suggested in the guidelines of the day. 


But, when summer came. . . there was 
a change of direction. “The summer sea- 
son in North Carolina,” wrote President 
Arrington in his 1941 report, “is quite hot 
and damp - not conducive to intense intel- 
lectual activity. Our group decided to 
abandon lesson activity for the summer in 
favor of a lighter, more interesting summer 
program.” 


This lighter program had great variety. 
One week the group would tell familiar 
stories from the Bible, the Tales of Brer 
Rabbit, “Ole King David and_ his 
Adulterations,” and other tales in the lan- 





Brother Leonard Arrington, first 
Branch President, and wife Grace 
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guage of the South. The next week they would have choir practice. The remain- 
der of the summer they had dramatic readings, selected by the “Committee on 
Drama,” a hobo hike (in which one of their number was “picked up for vagrancy 
and questioned for two hours,” an evening of horror stories, acting night, and a 
swimming party. This group, made up of young college professors and college 
students and their wives, most of whom were very far from home, and a few local 
young adults, grew to love each other and maintained contact with one another 
long after most of them had left the area. 


Of this group President Arrington wrote, “We are . . . doubtful if any group 
in the Church could compare with ours as to mutuality of interests, love of life, 
and desire to develop our personalities and our talents.” 


After two-and-a-half years of faithful service President Arrington was 
released, and, in May, 1943, his beloved associate, Brother FM. (Francis 
Marion) Henderson, was called to be the second Branch President. He along with 
his wife, Jane, were the only ones of the group who had come from the West in 
1939 who remained in North Carolina. | 


Latter-day Nomads 


How do members know their Branch is no longer in the toddler stage? In 
North Carolina, in the 1940’s, a mature Branch could host the District Gold and 
Green Ball. In 1944, the Raleigh Branch was invited to do just that. Members 
from Wilmington and Goldsboro were invited to attend. The event was hosted in 
the Raleigh Woman’s Club building, where the Branch also held Sunday meet- 
ings. The greater value of the activity was that almost all the Branch members 
became involved in decorating or preparing refreshments or serving refresh- 
ments during the dance. When the dance ended members knew they were no 
longer the “new kids on the block.” 


<9 mina 





305 Bickett Boulevard. Raleigh Branch met in the room shown between 
the telephone poles. 
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As the decade of the 40’s continued, the Branch, now struggling through 
infancy into adolescence, could not find a permanent home. The one-year lease on 
the Woman’s Club building was not renewed. Arrangements were made to lease 
the Raleigh Little Theatre building on Pogue Street for two years. When members 
separated for classes, those who were in their pre-teens adjourned to the theater 
balcony for their class. In good weather they met amid the roses of the nearby 
amphitheater. When that lease ran out and was not renewed the members met 
briefly above the skating rink in Pullen Park. But this inadequate solution only 
lasted three months. Leonard Arrington was able to secure for six months the use 
of King Hall, located next to Peele Hall, on the North Carolina State College cam- 
pus. This building was later destroyed by fire. 


The Raleigh Branch nomads continued to bounce around town until early 
1947, when President F.M. Henderson arranged to have the Branch use a build- 
ing at 205 Bickett Boulevard. This edifice housed Carolina Appliance 
Distributors, owned by President Henderson, and a small laundry service. Once 
these wandering Saints found this home, they began in earnest to seek for a 
building, a real building, a chapel. 


A Connection with the Brethren 


In 1939, Salt Lake City, Utah, hosted the convention of the National 
Association of Supervisors of State Banks. On the first day of the convention, 
President Heber J. Grant was scheduled to conduct the devotional. Because of ill- 
ness he could not attend and sent Elder George Albert Smith, a member of the 
Quorum of the Twelve. As the activities of the day proceeded, Elder Smith and 
one of the convention attendees, Gurney P. Hood, developed a friendship. Mr. 
Hood was the State Banking Commissioner for North Carolina. Elder Smith and 
Commissioner Hood toured Temple Square and visited the offices of Church 
headquarters. This brief visit resulted in Commissioner Hood inviting Elder 
Smith to North Carolina. The apostle accepted the invitation and the friendship 
was solidified. 


When Elder Smith came to Raleigh he wrote ahead to inform mission and 
branch leaders. He would enjoy lunch with the branch members and discuss the 
future of the Church in North Carolina. “You can’t imagine what these visits 
meant to us,” recalled Chloe Hodge. “To be seated at the same table with one of 
the Twelve, to be having a conversation just as if we had known each other all 
our lives, it was simply indescribable. It gave our little group such a lift.” 


Years later, Commissioner Hood’s son was in the Air Force, stationed in Salt 
Lake City. Elder Smith, who had since become President of the Quorum of the 
Twelve, invited the Commissioner’s son to his home to celebrate the 4th of July. 
The son did not come when he said he would, so President Smith began a search. 
His efforts revealed that the young man was ill, seriously so. He was hospital- 
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ized, but did not improve. President 
Smith made arrangements to have the 
boy taken to another hospital. 


Commissioner Hood remem- 
bered, “In August [1943] we received 
a telegram from President Smith and 
also one from the Colonel in charge of 
the hospital, that our boy was critical- 
ly ill. The second morning after we 
arrived, Mrs. Hood and I, in Salt Lake 
City, one of your good friends took us 
to Brigham City. I stayed there eight 
days, and Mrs. Hood spent 23 days, 
but he recovered. 


“While he was a patient there, 
President Smith went out with the 
Governor of the State to dedicate the 
hospital and visited with my son who 
was still in bed and could not attend the dedication.” 





Clyde Smith 


President Smith visited the boy and felt his condition was critical. He gave 
the boy a priesthood blessing. Commissioner Hood, full of emotion, stated, “We 
think that saved his life.” The commissioner would also add, “I think [President 
Smith] was one of the great men of his country.” 


What would such a friendship have to do with Raleigh? President Smith 
came to North Carolina as a result of this friendship. He came several times. He 
knew Commissioner Gurney Hood and he came to know the members of the 
Raleigh Branch. Thus, when the nomads of that Branch submitted plans for a 
chapel, President Smith took an interest. 


When Church architects received plans for a real chapel, the idea was con- 
sidered too elaborate. Their feeling was that members in the South could get by 
with a nice square one-room building, with curtain dividers to separate the class- 
rooms. Brother Clyde Smith, a member of the local building committee, was dis- 
patched to Salt Lake to plead the case of the local Saints. Brother Smith knew a 
son of Elder Ezra Taft Benson and used that connection to contact the apostle. 
Elder Benson put Brother Smith in touch with the Church architect, but the plans 
for the building were still considered excessive for a little Branch in the distant 
Southern States. 


When Elder Benson heard what had happened, he asked Brother Smith if he 
would like to speak with George Albert Smith, who by this time had become 
President of the Church. Brother Smith and President Smith met. 


They reminisced about President Smith’s associations with the Saints in 
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North Carolina and Commissioner Hood. After this exchange, Clyde Smith made 
his case for a larger building: Raleigh was the capital city, Church membership 
was growing rapidly, etc. President Smith listened and then arose, indicating that 
he had to attend a meeting. 


Almost as an after-thought he turned to Brother Smith and said, “So, Brother 
Smith, you think Raleigh should have a better building, do you?” 


“Yes.” 


“I agree,” replied the President of the Church, “and you shall have your 
building.” 


So it was that the Raleigh Latter-day Saints were able to have their beauti- 
ful new building on Glenwood Avenue into which they would move in 1952, one 
year after President Smith passed away. 


A Firm Foundation 


Guided by the hand of the Lord, more faithful members began to move to 
the Raleigh area: Victor Bartholomew, Sterling 
Weed, Floyd Barnes, and Roy Epps. Between 
1947 and 1952, these men of great capacity and 
vision came to Raleigh, bringing with them 
their equally capable wives and yet-to-be-born 
generations of faithful children. These families 
also provided a stabilizing influence, and a doc- 
trinal and procedural foundation upon which 
the local Saints could build for many years. 


One evidence that the Raleigh Saints were 
reaching adulthood came in 1948. In that year, 
Chloe Hodge became the first local member of 
the Church to be called as a full-time mission- 
ary. It was her blessing to serve in the Hawaiian 
Islands. When she returned from her mission, 
President Henderson, the Raleigh Branch 
President, explained that each member of the 
Church in that area had been asked to con- 
tribute the equivalent of one month’s salary 
toward the construction of the chapel to be built 
on Glenwood Avenue. 


Sister Hodge had $35, no car, and no win- 
ter clothing when she returned in December of 
1949. President Henderson, believing the Lord 
would help Sister Hodge, suggested that Chloe 
get a loan for the amount and pay it back over 





Chloe Hodge, first missionary 
from the Raleigh Branch 
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time. President Henderson was also “Mr. Henderson,” Chloe’s employer. He 
knew exactly what her salary was. She borrowed $200 and contributed it all to 


the building fund. 

Such was the level of commitment of the Raleigh Latter-day Saints. That 
level of commitment, possessed by many local members, represented the differ- 
ence between the struggling, wandering Saints of the 30’s and early 40’s, and the 
Saints who rose up from those humble beginnings to carry the Church into the 
1950’s and beyond. 
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Chapter 3 


Other Seeds Fell Onto Good Ground, and Brought Forth 
Fruit 


1950 to 1974 


The Raleigh Chapel 


On Sunday, March 25, 1956, members of the Raleigh Branch gathered 
together in a beautiful new building at 2400 Glenwood Avenue. The purpose for 
the gathering was to dedicate this house of worship and learning and sociality to 
the Lord. Within the chapel a new organ was being played by Chloe Hodge. 
Seated on the stand were President Henry A. Smith, President of the Central 
Atlantic States Mission; President Elbert Aycock, President of the Goldsboro 
District (of which the Raleigh Branch was a part); Hyrum Maples, former 
Raleigh Branch President; Callis Smith, the building contractor and grandson of 
Brother Durham Hall Smith, the first convert to the Church in Wake County; 
Clyde Smith, the first member of the Church to serve as a professor at North 
Carolina State College; Sterling Weed, a member of the building committee; 
Floyd Barnes, chairman of the building committee; Netha Young, Branch Relief 
Society President; Francis Marion Henderson, President of the Raleigh Branch; 
Mr. Gurney P. Hood, the long-time friend of President George Albert Smith, and 
Elder Marion D. Hanks, 34-year-old member of the First Council of Seventy. 
Elder Hanks, who had already served three years as a General Authority of the 
Church, had come to Raleigh to dedicate the new structure to the Lord. 


President Henderson conducted the meeting. Talks were given. Hymns were 
sung. Testimonies were born. Then, Elder Hanks arose to dedicate the building. 
After making some preliminary remarks he prayed, “Father, wilt Thou bless the 
people who shall come here to worship, that they may come with pure hearts and 
clean hands and an understanding of the need to be loyal to their covenants made 
with Thee. We pray humbly that from this building there shall go forth to the 
world fine men and women — participating, constructive, loyal citizens in their 
communities and their nation, dedicated to the acquirement of truth wherever it 
may be found, and to its dissemination, and to the task of adding to it in their own 
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way. 


As this servant of the Lord continued with his prayer the memories of those 
in attendance were stirred. Their hearts were full as they reflected upon the path 
that led from their nomadic circumstances to a glorious meeting house. 
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The Soil Science Department 


For nearly half of the 20th Century the Latter-day Saints in Raleigh were a 
struggling group meeting in rented halls, their numbers never substantially grow- 
ing. Many who did join the Church moved to other communities and could not 
assist in the building up of the kingdom in Wake County. Something more than 
missionary work was needed to help sustain growth and justify the expense asso- 
ciated with creating a permanent place of worship for the Saints. 


That additional boost came from a very unlikely source: the North Carolina 
State College of Agriculture and Engineering. In 1940, Dr. Frank P. Graham, 
President of the University of North Carolina System, took strong personal inter- 
est in filling two vacant positions at State College. His hope in filling those 
vacancies was to put the School of Agriculture into a position of leadership and 
service to the nation. During the course of his recruiting he would be handed two 
separate lists: one containing names of the top people in the field, and another 
listing those who might be suitable for positions on the faculty at North Carolina 
State College. When Dr. Graham noticed this pattern he is reported to have said, 
“If a person is not good enough for the best institution in the USA, he is not good 
enough for North Carolina.” This mentality, that the college must have the best 
people in the nation, became a governing value of the school for the next decade. 
Dr. R.W. Cummings, Agronomy Head and Director of the Agricultural 
Experiment Station, wrote, “We had. . . a concern for and success in identifying 
people with good minds and real promise and who were reasonably free of pre- 
conceived notions. We stressed rigor, quality, dedication, energy and real com- 
petence in making [staffing] choices. We gave a lot of emphasis to giving the 
people the tools with which to work, a great deal of freedom and at the same time 
some encouragement.” 





Victor Bartholomew Hyrum Maples 
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In 1947, North Carolina State 
awarded its first doctorates to stu- 
dents majoring in soil science. 
During that same year State 
College became one of the first 
research centers in the world to use 
radioisotopes for the study of soil 
fertility and plant nutrition. 


The Department of Agronomy 
backed up its words with actions 
and acquired a much-deserved rep- 
utation for excellence nation-wide. 
This combination of reputation and 
vigorous recruitment of quality 
faculty members led school offi- 
cials to Ames, lowa, where William Victor Bartholomew was completing a mas- 
ters degree. Victor was a fine student who had served as a graduate assistant in 
the Chemistry Department at Brigham Young University. He was a returned mis- 
sionary — having served in New York State, and he was married to one of his 
former students at BYU, Eleanor Moore Bartholomew. 
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(1. to r.) Sterling Weed, F. M. Henderson, 
Jasper Stuckey, Melvin Carter 





Victor was the kind of man, and the kind of scholar, State College hoped to 
attract. He was also the kind of Latter-day Saint needed to build up the kingdom 
in Raleigh. 


Others of the same caliber came. F.M. Henderson, though originally from 
Wilmington, completed his Bachelor’s degree at Brigham Young University. He 
came to Raleigh to work on a Master’s degree in the Department of Rural 
Sociology at North Carolina State. Hyrum Maples, and Floyd Barnes became 
field technicians for the Agronomy Department. Clyde Smith was head of the 
Entomology Department, Doyle Kemper was in the soil science department, as 
was Sterling Weed. These men came as graduate students, professors, and techni- 
cians. They also came with experience, and testimony, and commitment. While 
they might have been known as Dr. Bartholomew or Dr. Weed on the campus, 
they would become known to the Latter-day Saints as President Bartholomew, or 
President Henderson, or President Maples or President Weed. Armed with these 
titles, with shovels and with saws, it was not unusual to see these brethren clear- 
ing trees and debris from the little lot on Glenwood Avenue in anticipation of the 
day that a building would be built. 


Furthermore, they brought their wives, sisters of great capacity and vision, 
women who were willing to serve wherever they were needed. Jane Henderson, 
for example, served as the first Primary President in the Raleigh Branch; Nola 
Weed served in the Branch Relief Society Presidency, as did Dorothy Maples. 
Eleanor Bartholomew served as the District Relief Society President. 
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These were young 
couples with little chil- 
dren who needed atten- 
tion. They were young 
people just beginning in 
their careers or just end- 
ing their formal educa- 
tion. Their understanding 
of the gospel and their 
experience as Church 
members, blended with 


or eneeay and Raleigh Branch Relief Society Presidenty (l. to r.) 
endurance of the local Francis Page, secretary; Eleanor Bartholomew, 
members, created a fire in President; Netha Young and Vena Draughon, counselors 
the Latter-day Saint com- 

munity that could not be 

doused. For many years the Branch had wandered from place to place in Wake 
County holding meetings for a time, having leases run out and moving on. F.M. 
Henderson let them meet in his shop on Bickett Boulevard until the chapel was 
complete. These circumstances provided incoming members, members from Utah 
where every ward had a fine building, the incentive they needed to work vigor- 
ously toward the completion of a new building. 





The Glenwood Groundbreaking 


On June 24, 1950, this little band of Latter-day Saint nomads gathered 
together amid the oak trees on Glenwood Avenue to hear Elder Ezra Taft Benson 
of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles speak at the ground-breaking ceremony 
for the Raleigh Chapel. With only the sky and lush oak leaves for a covering, 
Elder Benson prayed to our Heavenly Father saying, “Our Heavenly and Eternal 
Father, in these lovely and impressive surroundings, out in the great out-of- 
doors, Thy first Temple, we bow our heads in gratitude before Thee as a band of 
Thy sons and daughters.” 


This little band would spend the next five years and nine months working 
toward the acquisition of funds, working on the construction of the building and 
the preparing of the grounds, and holding fund-raising activities of every kind. 
Those raising the funds were by-and-large people who lived from month to 
month, who had little in the way of excess income; they were the salt of the earth. 


Kate Hogwood, Branch Relief Society President in the early 50’s, recalled 
the efforts of the sisters to build up the kingdom. “Our new chapel was in the mak- 
ing. We were still meeting in the small hall on Bickett Boulevard. The sisters held 
a bazaar each year to raise money for the building fund. I knew nothing about 
putting on a bazaar, as we did not have them in the Baptist Church of which I was 
formerly a member. With the help of the dear sisters we had a good one each year. 
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“One of the outstanding things about the bazaar was that every sister on our 
Branch rolls, whom we could locate, made some contribution. It was either some 
garment, craft they had made, baked goods or whatever they could do according 
to their particular talent.” 


In 1950, Elder Benson had prayed for them at the ground-breaking: “We 
pray. . . that at times, if the way seems difficult, that Thou wilt give them strength 
through Thy Spirit and buoy them up that they may go forward unafraid, know- 
ing that Thou wilt sustain and strengthen them and bless them with everything 
they need to carry to completion this project which has now been undertaken.” 


The little band would need every bit of that blessing and more; for their 
share of the expenses for the building equaled 30 per cent of the total cost. Six 
years later, when Floyd Barnes spoke at the building dedication, he indicated that 
the total cost of the building had been $83,000. The total contribution of the local 
Saints had been nearly $25,000 in donated labor and money. When the project 
began, Brother Barnes was given the money raised to that point: $3,000. 


Fund Raising 


Branch members needed $22,000. Where did the money come from? Some 
came from inactive members who were invited to participate. In addition to the 
regular bazaars, the Relief Society sponsored an annual barbecue dinner to which 
the public was invited. Some relief came from the actual subcontractors who 
agreed to give a rebate of 30% of their cost to the Church as a charitable dona- 
tion. Contributions also came from members in distant branches like the little 
group in Albertson. Ninety-five dollars came from the sale of the old building 
near Fuquay-Varina that had been built by the Smith family decades earlier. 
When the old building was sold in 1942 an agreement was made that the pro- 
ceeds from the sale would be sent to Church Headquarters to be applied toward 
the cost of the first chapel built in the area. The funds were consecrated as 
requested thus enabling the sacrifices of the past to be wrapped together with the 
sacrifices of the present. 
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Floyd Barnes reported 
one experience that typified 
the tenacity of those 
involved in the project. He 
recalled, “When the duct 
work was installed it was 
determined that it was not 
large enough to cool and heat 
the building sufficiently, so 
we went back to the contrac- 
tor and he installed the larger 
ducts. He was one of the 
contractors who had agreed 
to give a donation or rebate 
of 30%. When I went to col- 
lect the check, which was to 
be $500.00, he told me that 
he could not do that now 
because of having to increase the size of the duct work. I told him he had agreed 
to do this and that I thought he should honor his contract and give the donation. 
The contractor said he just could not do it, so I told him I did not know anything 
else to do but to send Brother Henderson out to see him. The contractor said, 
‘No! Don’t send him out here!’ Then he turned to his secretary and said, ‘Bring 
me my check book.’ He then wrote the check for $500.00.” 





Glenwood Avenue Chapel 


At the building dedication in 1956, Henry A. Smith, President of the Central 
Atlantic States Mission, of which the Raleigh Branch was a part, spoke of a 
moment four years earlier when he came to visit his daughter Nola, and her hus- 
band, Sterling Weed. Among those things he recalled was accompanying his son- 
in-law to the Glenwood Avenue construction site to work on the building. From 
1950 to 1956 virtually everything that happened, aside from Priesthood ordi- 
nances, focused on the construction of that meeting house. With this chapel now 
in place the little band, the branch members, could seek to fulfill Elder Hanks’ 
prayer that “from this building there shall go forth to the world fine men and 
women, . . . dedicated to the acquirement of truth wherever it may be found, and 
to its dissemination, and to the task of adding to it in their own way.” 


The Raleigh District 


One and a half years after the building was dedicated, on Sunday, September 
29, 1957, President Henry A. Smith, the mission president, organized the Raleigh 
District. A district is a unit of the Church that is similar to a stake, just as a branch 
is similar to a ward. The difference being, in both cases, that there is not suffi- 
Cient strength among the members of the Melchizedek Priesthood to form the 
more permanent units of the Church. A branch, for example, could be presided 
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over by a Priest. A district could be presided over by an Elder; whereas a ward 
and stake require that presiding officers be ordained High Priests. 


Making the Raleigh Branch the headquarters of the newly formed district 
was truly a remarkable event, given the fact that the unit had struggled in rela- 
tive obscurity for more than 50 years. The influence of North Carolina State 
College could be seen in the officers who were chosen to preside over the dis- 
trict: Victor Bartholomew was called as district president, FM. Henderson was 
chosen as first counselor, and Sterling Weed was called as Raleigh Branch pres- 
ident. The district council (the equivalent of a high council in a stake) also ben- 
efited from the influence of higher education, with such members as Kenneth 
Duke, a professor of pathology at Duke Univeristy; Jasper Stuckey, a geologist 
for the state of North Carolina; Arvel Hunter, a faculty member at North 
Carolina State College; David Walker and Melvin C. Carter, both graduate stu- 
dents at State. 


The Raleigh District included branches in Barnes Junction, Virginia; and the 
North Carolina units of Dunn, Durham, Fayetteville, Piney Green, Raleigh, 
Roanoke Rapids, Rocky Mount, Roxboro, Tarboro, and Wilson. If this list of 
communities had been given to a native North Carolinian and he had been asked, 
“What do these communities have in common?” The first answer to pop into his 
head would not be “Mormons,” nor would it be “higher education.” Most of 
these communities were famous for the cash crop that had sustained eastern 
North America for three hundred years: tobacco. Great fields of the valuable 
weed were grown throughout the area. 


Brunswick Stew 


The revelation in Doctrine and Covenants, section 89, known as the Word of 
Wisdom, prohibited the internal use of tobacco. This prohibition was acknow]l- 
edged by the Latter-day Saints in the Raleigh District, but Brunswick stew, an 
associated tradition, also an integral part of the tobacco growers’ culture, did not 
die. 


Tobacco farmers worked all day every day, from sun-up to sun-down, all 
summer long raising their crops. Fall months represented the first opportunity 
workers had to devote time to anything else. Most families and their neighbors 
had too much food for themselves in their own gardens. By August, they had 
canned everything they could possibly use in winter. But, one farmer might have 
a lot of late corn, another some extra butterbeans, while another would have 
some potatoes. Families and neighbors would bring their surpluses together and 
make a stew. The tradition was that someone would start the water boiling in the 
25 gallon pot about 6 o’clock in the morning. Squirrels, beef, pork and chicken 
would be added to the water. Later, there came the onions and cayenne red pep- 
per. Then the butterbeans, salt and pepper, potatoes, tomatoes, and corn would 
join the procession. It was local art at its finest, and, mercifully, it did not die with 
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the restoration of the gospel (though we have it on good authority that squirrels 
were rarely included in restoration recipes). 


The officers of the Raleigh District traveled to the various branches for train- 
ing sessions and for Branch Conferences. These officers sacrificed much of thear 
time and resources to make these trips. Part of the visit consisted of a “spread, 
a variation of “pot-luck.” Part of the spread was Brunswick stew. It seemed that 
each branch had its local specialist in this gourmet field and all took great pride 
in doing the stew to perfection. The meal would be eaten outside, weather per- 
mitting, and in these unofficial sessions officers and teachers became brothers 
and sisters. Myrtle Dixon, who served in the District Relief Society presidency 
for nearly 20 years, declared the Barnes Junction Branch’s Brunswick stew the 
very best, though they were all very good. 


Recruited to Zion 


While the officers traveled about the district building relationships that 
would last forever, President Bartholomew traveled about the country building 
up the kingdom of God in Raleigh. Harold Pattee, a long-time member of the 
Raleigh Stake, was attending graduate school at Purdue University when Dr. 
Bartholomew came on a recruiting trip. Of this visit Brother Pattee wrote, “Two 
things were special about that meeting. One, he made arrangements for me to be 
considered for a post-doctorate position at N.C. State in the Soil Science 
Department . . . . Second, we talked about the Church in North Carolina and he 
told me that they were soon going to form a Stake there but he was very con- 
cerned because there was not enough Melchizedek Priesthood in the District to 
support a Stake and it would mostly be made up of Branches instead of Wards. 
At the time I thought it was strange that he would share such feelings with me 
but as later years would reveal we were destined to be closely associated in the 
Raleigh North Carolina Stake.” Brother Pattee would later serve in bishoprics, 
the high council, and as Bishop of the Raleigh 1st Ward. 


Loved to Zion 


There was also significant fellowshipping effort within the boundaries of the 
Raleigh Branch. Louise Ingram, a life-long member of the Church, attended 
meetings and served faithfully in a variety of callings. Her husband, Ralph, was 
not a member, but was very supportive. In fact, for the first ten years of their mar- 
riage, he attended as faithfully as most members. Finally, he was baptized. He 
would later say, concerning his conversion, “I was loved into this Church. One 
of his early callings as a member was as counselor to Sterling Weed in the Branch 
Presidency. 
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Before the Block 


The Church of the late 1950’s and early 1960’s resembled the Church of the 
late 20th Century in doctrines and ordinances, but the day to day practice of the 
Church was different. For example, 
Raleigh was part of the Salt Lake Temple 
district; members who wanted to be mar- 
ried for eternity would generally be mar- 
ried in Raleigh by President Weed, the 
Branch President. They would then wait a 
year, save money, and travel to Salt Lake 
to be married in the temple. On Sunday 
morning, members’ would attend 
Priesthood meeting and Relief Society fol- 
lowed by Sunday School classes. They 
would then go home and return to the 
chapel for Sacrament meeting in the late 
afternoon. In branches where distances 
prohibited such a routine, a “spread” 
would be served between meetings, fol- 

Howard W. Hunter lowed by pleasant conversation, a nap, and 
then Sacrament Meeting. Sometimes 
administrative meetings would be held or some training would take place. 
Members were able to listen to General Conference by means of a telephone 
hook-up that provided an audio broadcast of the sessions in the chapel. Seminary 
classes were held in homes and met once a week. Students received workbooks 
containing assignments that would be completed and brought to the weekly class. 
Once a month, all the seminary students in the district would get together for 
what was called “Super Saturday.” On this day, the local Church Educational 
System coordinator would come to the stake, present a lesson to the students, 
provide in-service training for the teachers, and generally have a quick scripture 
chase competition. All this was followed by food and a dance. For the youth of 
the district it was the highlight of each month, 
because it represented the only time they would see 
each other in large numbers. 





Each unit of the Church had a “welfare project.” 
The projects were intended to raise money to support 
local needy members. Surplus funds from these pro- 
jects were sent to Church Headquarters in Salt Lake 
City, for distribution to needy members world-wide. 
Some units had farms on which they raised crops and 
sold them for profit. Others had beehives which they 
harvested. 





Franklin D. Richards 
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Members were assessed an annual budget contribution. The branch presi- 
dent would talk to each member and commit them to a certain dollar amount to 
be used for the maintenance of the meetinghouse and other expenses. The 
Raleigh District was always seeking for new buildings and each member in the 
District was assessed a certain amount each year for the “building fund.” These 
contributions were in addition to tithing and fast offerings. 


While these projects and expectations placed a burden on the members, 
there was created a reason to get together. To work on a farm pulling weeds or 
harvesting a crop was backbreaking, but as the weeds were pulled members 
would work together, talk together, make plans and talk about the future togeth- 


er. 


To help meet the budget assessment there were “budget dinners.” Members 
would come to the meetinghouse and bring their own food, making enough for a 
dozen or so to eat. Then they would pay for the privilege of eating the meal. 
Talent shows often accompanied these activities and memories were created. 


A Stake of Zion 


By the end of 1962, the worldwide population of the Church was over 
1,600,000 members, living in 364 stakes. One of the last stakes created that year 
was the Raleigh North Carolina Stake of Zion. Elder Howard W. Hunter, at age 
55, a junior member of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles, created the stake on 
Sunday, December 9, of that year. He was assisted in this assignment by Elder 
Franklin D. Richards, an Assistant to the Quorum of the Twelve. The Glenwood 
Avenue building was not adequate for the entire district with all its branch mem- 
bers to assemble together. But, around the corner, on Oberlin Street was the 
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Raleigh Branch, circa 1956 
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Daniels Junior High School. It was to that spot that the Saints of the Raleigh 
District gathered. They entered the meeting as gospel children, presided over by 
the mission president. They departed the meeting as gospel adults, given the 
power to preside over themselves. The new stake presidency consisted of three 
men who came to the Raleigh area because of opportunities in higher education, 
their names were familiar: Victor Bartholomew, stake president; F.M. 
Henderson, first counselor; Kenneth Duke, second counselor. Jasper Stuckey 
was ordained by Elder Hunter as the first Stake Patriarch; Ralph Ingram was 
ordained a high priest by Elder Hunter and called to be the Stake Mission 
President. Sterling Weed, who had served for several years as the Branch 
President, was ordained a high priest and set apart as the first Bishop of the 
Raleigh Ward. The District Council became the Stake High Council, all who 
were called to that council who were not high priests were ordained to that office. 
The Durham Branch became the Durham Ward, with Wallace Draughon as the 
first bishop; the Fayetteville Branch became a ward, with Marion Barnhill as its 
first bishop. The units which remained as branches in the newly formed stake 
were: Barnes Junction, Virginia; and the North Carolina units of Dunn, Piney 
Green, Roanoke Rapids, Rocky Mount, Roxboro, Tarboro, and Wilson. 


The Glenwood Chapel 


The building on Glenwood Avenue served as home for both the Raleigh 
Ward and the Raleigh Stake. Bishop Weed’s office was on the street level near 
the main entrance. The Stake Presidency and High Council met in the small 
Relief Society room on the ground-level floor. In a very short time it became 
apparent to all that larger facilities would be necessary. Another peculiarity of the 
Glenwood Avenue building was that there was no baptismal font. The nearest 
fonts were in Durham and Goldsboro. However, the Raleigh Ward members 
devised a method for baptizing children and young adults which did not require 
traveling long distances, but did require some faith. 


A small portable font was constructed and placed in the ground-floor hall- 
way of the Glenwood Avenue building. A wood framework surrounded and sup- 
ported a thick, waterproofed canvas bag with brass fixtures through which ropes 
could be fastened to the wood. The bottom of the bag rested on the tiled floor. 
When the canvas “font” was filled a small stepladder was used to allow easier 
entrance into the bag. There was only enough room in the bag for the person 
being baptized and the person performing the ordinance. The baptismal candi- 


date had enough space to Squat beneath the surface of the water to complete the 
ordinance. 


Stake Conference 


On March 17, 1963, Elder Elray L. Christiansen, Assistant to the Twelve, 
was the General Authority who presided at the first Raleigh Stake Conference. 
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| . Taylor, also an Assistant to the Twelve came in June of that same 
cea Authorities who visited the Raleigh Stake included Elders 
Nathan Eldon Tanner and Spencer W. Kimball of the Quorum of the Twelve, i 
Elder John Longdon, an Assistant to the Twelve and father-in-law of erie 
Dunn, who would later serve as the Area President of the US East Area, of whic 


the Raleigh Stake would be a part. 


Preparing Another Foundation 


The Raleigh Ward had 100 members attending sacrament meeting regularly 
in the early 1960’s. Bishop Weed and his counselors established an attendance 
goal of 150 and worked and prayed that such a day might come. By the time 
Bishop Weed was released, in 1965, there were 296 members of the Raleigh 
Ward and it appeared that the growth pattern would continue. The Glenwood 
Avenue building was bursting at the seams. President Bartholomew had foreseen 
this need arising and in 1963 established a building fund goal of $27, 000 for the 
purpose of building suitable houses of worship throughout the stake. The units 
were given two and a half years to meet their assessments. 


In 1966, a suitable site was found for a stake center. The property, on Six 
Forks Road, was made available for $35,000. In order for the Church to secure 
the property they would need to produce $32,000. The building fund established 
by President Bartholomew had grown to $31,000 by this time. The search began 


for additional funds. 


Ralph Ingram was called into the Stake Presidency in 1966. He was execu- 
tive vice-president of Carolina Builders Corporation, the company which owned 
the land the Church wanted to purchase. As his company would work on projects 
there would inevitably be materials that would become damaged and could hot 
be used on projects. He had an idea for what he would call “The Bargain gee? 
It was a place where he along with others who might have surplus goods cou 
barter and buy materials that would otherwise go to waste. Over a period of two 
years, under the management of Brother and Sister Robert V. Parker, the Bargan 
Barn had amassed $1,200 in its checking account. At the request of the Stake 
Presidency the Parkers donated $1,000 to the Church to cover the remaining 
expenses to purchase the stake center property. 


The Crestview Rose 


FE. Epps, Sr., became Bishop of the Raleigh Ward in 1965. His home on 
Crestview Road was, and remains to this day, a model of neatness and always 
had the most beautiful garden in the stake. On his lot there is a rose bush, which 
has been near his home since April 1968. 


When Bishop Epps was called he became a fund-raiser. He was charged m 
come up with the Raleigh Ward’s share of the nearly $100,000 that represente 
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the Stake’s portion of the cost of the Stake Center. The total cost of the building 
was nearly half a million dollars. Eighty percent was paid by the general funds 
of the Church, twenty percent was to be raised by the local membership. Bishop 
Epps assessed each member and family according to their ability to pay. One 
Raleigh family, assessed $200.00, spent numerous Saturday afternoons collect- 
ing discarded soft-drink bottles from the roadsides of Wake County. The bottles 
were washed and taken to merchants who paid two cents for each one. When 
families completed their contributions they received a receipt which was 
stamped “Assessment Paid in Full.” 


Members were allowed to subcontract much of the labor. So, many hours 
were spent digging the footings, and building forms for concrete, and perform- 
ing numberless other chores. Stake and local members donated 11,000 hours 
toward the construction of the building. The Relief Society provided meals and 
refreshments. They scrubbed grime and dust from various surfaces and kept the 
morale high among those who came to help. One member, who never attended 
meetings, contributed $1,000. 


In any construction project there is damage to materials. Such was the case 
with the Stake Center. A large number of bricks intended for the walls of the 
building became chipped and unusable. As these bricks began to accumulate 
members provided labor, and materials to construct what would come to be 
known as the Scout building. Another member purchased enough of the chipped 
bricks to build a home and donated the equivalent value to the building fund. 


As the building moved forward, Cleo R. Anderson, the general contractor 
from Utah, planted a rose bush outside the trailer he used for an office. The Stake 
Center took nearly a year to 
complete and Brother Anderson 
became quite attached to his lit- 
tle rose bush. When it became 
evident that his trailer and 
everything else not connected to 
the building would have to be 
removed he grieved over the 
bush and looked for a way to 
preserve it. As evidenced by his 
well-maintained yard and pro- 
ductive garden, there was no 
more appropriate heir to the rose 
bush than F.E. Epps. The little 
bush has bloomed every year 
since November, 1968, when 
Bishop Epps received it. It is a 
reminder of how things used to 
be, a reminder of the days when 





Bishop F. E. Epps and Family 


Raleigh consisted of one 
ward, a reminder of days 
when prayers’ ~==—~were 
answered that 150 people 
would come to sacrament 
meeting, a reminder that 
with the Lord’s help any- 
thing can be accom- 
plished. 


Zion Bursts Forth 
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Frank Gilreath roofing Raleigh Stake Center 


When Bishop Epps 
became Bishop of the 
Raleigh Ward, in 1965, the 
average sacrament meet- | 
ing attendance was 105, out of 296 members. There was one unit of the Church 
to provide for the needs of the Saints in Wake, Vance, Franklin, and Johnston 
Counties: the Raleigh Ward. The Raleigh Stake included all of what would later 
become the Fayetteville and Durham Stakes. Before he was released, in 1974, 
Bishop Epps would preside over a ward that had over 900 members with over 
400 people attending 
sacrament meeting regu- 
larly. While missionary 
work was occurring in the 
stake, this alone could not 
account for the unprece- 
dented growth. There had 
never been anything like it 
in North Carolina, or, for 
that matter, in the 
Southern United States. 
Only Atlanta, Georgia, and 
Orlando, Florida, experi- 
enced anything like the 
growth that manifested : 
itself in the late 60’s and Raleigh Stake Center under construction 
early 70’s in Wake County. 





To the Moon 


The origin in this growth can be traced to many sources, but perhaps the 
greatest catalyst was the challenge given by U.S. President John F. Kennedy to 
have a man on the moon before 1970. The impact of this challenge was that inno- 
vative technologies had to be developed to produce the smaller computers nec- 
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essary for spacecraft. Computers before 1970 were bulky, sometimes taking up 
entire floors of large buildings. The first electronic digital computer, developed 
in 1946, consisted of 18,000 vacuum tubes, tubes similar to those found in most 
radios and televisions of the day. The computing needs of a spacecraft were sub- 
stantially more than such a machine could provide. The computer was necessary 
to put a man on the moon, but it could not be one that contained tens of thou- 
sands of vacuum tubes. Research continued, eventually resulting in the develop- 
ment of the integrated circuit. Not only did this development result in a savings 
of space, the computations could be done in one-tenth the time of earlier 
machines. America could go to the moon. : 


Integrated circuits were followed by micro-processors, a development that 
made the dream of a personal computer a reality. By the end of the decade of the 
70’s the computer industry employed over 200,000 people. People with comput- 
er ability were being hired out of high school, so great was the demand for work- 
ers in this emerging industry. 


As this industry began to grow, communities began to vie for the opportuni- 
ty to have computer related corporations move to their locations. North Carolina 
Governor Luther Hodges foresaw this opportunity and announced, in 1958, the 
development of the Research Triangle Park, a place for corporations to establish 
themselves, a place with tax incentives, a place near Duke University, UNC- 
Chapel Hill, and North Carolina State University. Within months, Kellogg 
Switchboard and Supply Company, a division of ITT, located in RTP. By the end 
of the year, 450 families with RTP connections had moved to Raleigh. New 
industries continued to be attracted to RTP: Exide, Aerotron, Corning Glass, 
Action Corporation, Athey Products, Duraw Manufacturing, Mallinckrodt, Litho 
Industries, Crown Zellerback, and Inco Electro Energy. But, the most significant 
moment in RTP industrial development, and thus the most significant moment in 
the building up of the Church in Raleigh, occurred on April 14, 1965. Governor 
Dan K. Moore, accompanied by former Governor Luther Hodges (the father of 
RTP), joined IBM executives in a news conference on that day. The purpose was 
to announce that, over the next few years, International Business Machines 
would move 14,000 employees into Research Triangle Park. Putting a man on 
the moon, combined with unique tax enticements, combined with opportunities 
for higher education, brought Latter-day Saints in large numbers from that day 
forward. 


When asked to summarize the activities of the Church between 1965 and 
1974, Bishop Epps will only say, “We were busy.” As families came pouring into 
the area the need for quality home and visiting teaching was crucial. The quality 
of families moving into the area was equal to the task. Those who moved into 
Wake County were persons of high education. They were committed Latter-day 
Saints who served well in their callings and in the community and at the stake 
center building site. 
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Dedicated to the Lord 


Finally, on Sunday, January 28, 1973, 41-year- 

old President Rex D. Pinegar, of the First Council of 
the Seventy, presided over the dedication of the 
Raleigh Stake Center. The Raleigh Stake Presidency 
was there to assist in the proceedings: William 
Victor Bartholomew, stake president; Ralph K. 
Ingram, first counselor; and Sterling B. Weed, sec- 
ond counselor. These three men and their wives epit- 
omized the journey that brought the Raleigh Branch 
out of obscurity and darkness and led it, with the help Rex Pinegar 
of a merciful God, to become the Raleigh Stake. 
These men and their families had met in the Henderson Shop, the Glenwood 
Building, and now the Stake Center. They and their associates in the Church had 
cooked meals, dug foundations, poured cement, and taught, pledged committed 
and encouraged others to do the same. They gathered with the Smiths, with 
Chloe Hodge, and hundreds of other Saints to dedicate a building, a monument 
to the Lord, an offering of thanks to God. 


Not only had they built this monument, but they had simultaneously con- 
tributed $20,000 toward the construction of the Washington, D.C., temple. How 
fitting it was that the opening hymn for the Stake Center dedication be “Come, 
Come, Ye Saints.” The second verse of this hymn embodied the values and 
actions of the Raleigh Ward during these incredible years of growth and devel- 


opment. 





Why should we mourn or think our lot is hard? 
‘Tis not so; all is right. 
Why should we think to earn a great reward 
If we now shun the fight? 
Gird up your loins; fresh courage take. 
Our God will never us forsake; 
And soon we’ll have this tale to tell — 


All is well! All is well! 
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Chapter 4 
Lengthen Thy Cords, And Strengthen Thy Stakes 
1974 to 1981 


He Was A Good Man, So I Married Him 


On January 5, 1974, Louise Ingram sat outside the Stake President’s office. 
. . Waiting. She was a woman of dignity and refinement in the finest tradition of 
the South. She was a faithful Latter-day Saint who, as a fifth-grader growing up 
in Wayne County, met a little boy her same age. They rode the school bus togeth- 
er, and in their comings and goings the little boy would try to get Louise’s atten- 
tion. Over time, he succeeded and they were married on September 3, 1943, in 
Rocky Mount. 


Louise was a Latter-day Saint. She was faithful in her beliefs and held call- 
ings and responsibilities. Her husband was not a member of the Church. He was 
a good man, born to a good family. He was a man of integrity and virtue with a 
wry sense of humor. But he was not a Latter-day Saint. She had not married in 
the Temple. She had not been sealed to her partner for eternity. But she trusted 
that the day would come when her beloved companion would see in her faith the 
things that she saw. 


Her prayers were answered. After fifteen years of marriage and attending 
meetings more regularly than most members, Louise Ingram’s husband joined 
the Church. The date was 8 February 1958. He was called as the Activity 
Director for the MIA. Every other month, after his baptism, it seemed that he was 
being ordained to new offices in the priesthood: Deacon in February, Teacher in 
April, Priest in August. By February of 1959, he was an Elder and a member of 
the Branch Presidency. By the time Brother Ingram had been a member of the 
Church for eight years he was a member of the Stake Presidency. 


Now it was Saturday, January 5th, 1974. There was much that could have 
preoccupied Louise’s mind on such a day. The events surrounding the Watergate 
scandal were gradually being revealed to the American public. Day-by-day 
announcements were being made about high government officials resigning their 
offices. The Arab oil-producing nations had placed an embargo on shipments of 
oil to the United States precipitating an energy crisis. But Louise Ingram had 
more important matters to contemplate as she waited to enter the office of 
President Bartholomew. 


An Apostle of the Lord Jesus Christ was in town. His name: Gordon B. 
Hinckley. He had come to reorganize the Stake Presidency in Raleigh and had 
been interviewing stake leaders most of the day. He had requested an opportunity 
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to visit with Sister Ingram and she had hon- 
ored that request. Apostles who are reorga- 
nizing stake presidencies talk to wives to see 
what they are made of, to see if they have 
within them the power to sustain a man who 
may be called to high office. Louise had 
been Raleigh Branch Relief Society 
President for seven years. She had lost a lit- 
tle baby who lived only a day. She had been 
a faithful member married to a non-member. 
The question of her fidelity and strength had 
already been answered by her actions. Elder 
Hinckley needed only to meet her. 


He invited her into the Stake President’s 
office and, with a little bit of a grin, said, President Gordon B. Hinckley 
“What's this I hear about you marrying a 
non-member?” 





Sister Ingram was intelligent and gracious; she was also not easily intimi- 
dated. Without hesitation she responded, “I’ve known him since the fifth grade 
of school. There were very few Latter-day Saint men in the area. He was a good 
man, so I married him.” 


The next day, Sunday, January 6, 1974, Elder Hinckley presented the name 
of Ralph K. Ingram, age 51, to be president of the Raleigh North Carolina Stake 
of Zion. The stake over which he was called to preside was contained in a sprawl- 
ing geographic area that extended from the Meherring River in Virginia to a point 
near the South Carolina border. There were four wards: Raleigh, Durham, 
Fayetteville North, and Fayetteville South; and eight branches: Barnes Junction, 
Dunn, Piney Green, Roanoke Rapids, Rocky Mount, Roxboro, Tarboro and 
Wilson. 


Becoming a Mature Stake 


President Ingram was given a charge by Elder Hinckley to make the Raleigh 
Stake a “mature” stake. In the mid-1970’s, a mature stake was defined as one that 
had a welfare project (a farm or some other commodity-producing enterprise 
owned and operated by the Church for the benefit of the poor), a stake that was 
self-sustaining in fast offerings (not dependent on general Church funds to pro- 
vide resources for needy members), and had a least one percent of the stake 
membership serving full-time missions. He also inherited an assignment given to 
President Bartholomew: fulfill the $20,000 commitment placed on the stake for 
the construction of the Washington, D.C. Temple, and prepare the membership to 
participate in the dedication of that sacred House of the Lord. 
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The Washington Temple 


Since the groundbreaking in 
1968, the completion of the 
Washington Temple had been con- 
templated in the heart of every 
faithful Latter-day Saint east of the 
Mississippi River. Raleigh Stake 
members were particularly excited 
about the prospects of attending a 
temple only five hours by car from 
their homes. No longer would they 
be a part of a temple district in 
which the House of the Lord was 2,200 miles from their own homes. 





Washington D. C. Temple 


No temple in the history of the Church had caused such a stir among non- 
Latter-day Saints. As its spires arose above the surrounding trees, travelers on the 
Washington Beltway became excessively distracted, causing traffic congestion 
and some accidents. Over 750,000 persons attended the open house. 


On November 19, 1974, President 
Spencer W. Kimball presided at the first of 
10 dedicatory sessions. During the course of 
his prayer of dedication, the Prophet of God 
humbly declared, “We are so grateful our 
Father, that thy Son has thrown wide open 
the doors of the prisons for the multitudes 
who are waiting in the spirit world.” Under 
the direction of Lucretia Duke, members of 
the Raleigh Stake sang in the choir which 
concluded the dedicatory session with “The 
Spirit of God Like a Fire Is Burning.” All the 
congregation joined in the singing, and as the 
words of the chorus rose to heaven all who 
participated knew that they were in fact 
singing and shouting “with the armies of 
heaven, Hosannah, hosannah, to God and the Lamb.” 





President Spencer W. Kimball 


Armed with the spirit that attended that temple dedication, the Saints of the 
Raleigh Stake returned to their homes, committed to building up the kingdom of 
God. Within a few short months, that kingdom would receive a new building 
block. 


One Stake Becomes Two 


On June 7, 1975, Elder Thomas S. Monson of the Quorum of the Twelve, 
came to Raleigh to create a new stake. It was felt that the units surrounding the 
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Fayetteville area had reached sufficient num- 
bers and maturity to form the Fayetteville 
Stake. This was a momentous occasion for 
members of the Raleigh Stake. Fayetteville 
and its surrounding communities had provid- 
ed strength to the Raleigh Stake for many 
years. Military officers stationed at Fort 
Bragg and Pope Air Force Base had given 
strength and service to the stake and their 
absence would be keenly felt. When a new 
stake is formed new opportunities for service 
are created, but many close associations are 
dissolved. And so it was with a mixture of 
anticipation and sadness that the members 
attended the Stake Conference in Raleigh on 
June 8, 1975. 


Elder Monson attended to the business of the day and announced that Leland 
Reid Fillmore, an U.S. Air Force Lieutenant Colonel stationed at Pope Air Force 
Base, had been called as President of the Fayetteville Stake. Only six months ear- 
lier, President Ingram had called Brother Fillmore to be an alternate high coun- 
cilor. 





President Thomas S. Monson 


After the sustaining of all the new officers was completed President Ingram, 
among others, was invited to bear his testimony. With a bit of a smile showing 
from the corner of his mouth, he stood at the pulpit and said, “I have only one 
regret at this time, and that is that the Saints in Fayetteville will no longer belong 
to the most progressive stake in the South.” 


Elder Monson, knowing something of the history of the area, challenged the 
members of both stakes to think of themselves as the “solid South:” the solid 
South in payment of tithes and offerings, the solid South in temple attendance, 
the solid South in missionary work, and the solid South in everything that was 
noble and Christlike. It was a moment of joy and growth and recommitment. 


Super Saturday 


Much had been done in previous decades to unify the hearts of the Saints. 
Building funds, work crews, farm production, each of these events had joined 
people together in a common cause. But, for the most part, that unity was felt 
among the adults. The rising generation needed something to knit it together. For, 
as in every age, the Church is one generation away from extinction. 


The early-morning seminary program continued to be an important tool for 
preserving the rising generation. The youth of high school age continued to meet 
once a week in local homes. But the Super Saturday experience provided the glue 
that held large numbers of youth together. 
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The teachers were members of local wards and branches. Their trainer and 
administrator was Brother Randy Bott. Once a month Brother Bott visited stakes 
in North and South Carolina. During these visits he would meet with the stake 
youth and have scripture chase competition. He would also present an interest- 
ing lesson, which usually included a short film strip. The youth loved these meet- 
ings and looked forward to being with youth from throughout the stake. Brother 
Bott and his family lived in Raleigh and became part of the stake family. 


His efforts were so successful that the program in the mid-Atlantic States became 
too much for one man to manage. The Church addressed this concern by sending 
Brother Joseph Scholes to the area. These men and their families provided a service 
to the teachers and youth of the Raleigh Stake that is still being felt decades later. 


All was not love and good feelings in the rest of the world. In 1977, the 
effects of the Arab oil embargo began to be felt. Governor Hunt and the North 
Carolina legislature issued “voluntary orders” in which thermostats in offices 
were to be set at 62 degrees and homes were set at 65 degrees. At night, ther- 
mostats were to be set at 60 degrees. The Church complied with these orders and 
sweltered through summers. 


Fast Offerings 


President Ingram continued his efforts to make Raleigh a mature stake. First 
came the problem of fast offerings. For a number of years the stake had not been 
able to care for the needy out of its own resources. Fast Sunday was intended as 
a time when members would fast to gain spiritual strength for their unique chal- 
lenges and a time when contributions would be made to the Fast Offerings to 
assist the worthy poor in the stake. For many years the Raleigh Stake had not 
been able to raise enough funds from Fast Offerings to provide for its own mem- 
bers. As a result, money was provided from the general funds of the Church to 
compensate for the difference. 


President Ingram challenged the people of the stake to increase their fast 
offerings so that the stake could not only be self-sufficient, but also be able to 
repay the money that had been given to the stake from Church headquarters. 
Before his release in 1981, the stake had achieved this remarkable goal. 


The Farm 


Mature stakes had welfare farms. In 1977, five hundred acres of timber 
land, located about five miles north of Louisburg, was purchased with the idea of 
creating a farm as well as a recreation area to be used by scouts, young men and 
young women, and all members of the stake. One third of the land was cleared 
and planted in sweet potatoes. Equipment barns were built, as well as a pond. The 
harvest was sold on the open market, with proceeds going to the Church Welfare 
System. 





The farm gave something back 
to the people. The work was very 
difficult manual labor and members 
of all descriptions participated, 
from the most venerable high priest 
to the primary age children. When 
members came they arrived in work 
clothes. It was not possible to dis- 
tinguish the corporate executive 
from the humblest college student. 
All that mattered was how hard one 
worked. Lasting relationships, 
which cut across traditional socio- 
economic boundaries, were formed 
in the red clay of the Welfare farm. Over the years, the success of the farm could 
be traced to the efforts of Venton Ferrell, Frank Gilreath, and Floyd Barnes. 
Brother Ferrell kept a journal of activities at the farm. That which follows is his 
description of the beginning of this enterprise: 





Harold Pattee, President Bartholomew and 
others harvesting sweet potatoes at the 
Stake Farm. 


“Land was prepared for planting by Floyd Barnes and Venton Ferrell with 
assistance of the Raleigh N. C. Stake membership - 44 man hours of help in 
preparing land, 286 M.H. [man hours] in setting plants, 33 M.H. in resetting 
plants, 175 M.H. in chopping or weeding field, 17 M.H. in ‘top dressing’ pota- 
toes, 44 M.H. in plowing potatoes, 20 M.H. in pulling weeds from field, 8 M.H. 
in spraying Diazinon on potatoes — 


“All plants were bought from Mr. Vasser Sherron, who was in the potato 
growing process - 116,700 plants were bought for planting - 8500 plants for 
resetting - Venton Ferrell gave 1500 plants free - Mr. Sherron was paid $1222.00 
for his plants - He gave 2000 free for replanting.” 


A portion of his entry for April 8, 1978, illustrates the unique flavor of the 
welfare farm experience: “Brother Kerry Lee opened this work session with 
prayer, as were all work sessions.” 


All Are Alike Unto God 


Later, in June of 1978, President Kimball announced that the long-awaited 
revelation had been received that would allow all worthy males to receive the 
priesthood and the blessings of the temple. From the earliest days of the Church, 
those of Black African descent had been denied access to the full blessings of the 
restoration. Church Presidents had inquired of the Lord relative to the matter for 
many years, believing that since the practice began in the days of the Prophet 
Joseph Smith, it would require a revelation from God through His prophet to 
change the policy. The revelation came to President Kimball after an extended 
time of meditation and prayer in the sacred rooms of the Temple in Salt Lake City. 
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The effect of this revelation was to open to those of Black African ancestry 
the blessings of the priesthood, the temple, and ordinances for their kindred dead. 
Throughout the Church there was a stirring. To members of the Church in 
Raleigh the news seemed unbelievable. But as the announcement’s veracity was 
confirmed a feeling of joy and gratitude to God began to swell within the hearts 
of the Latter-day Saints. Throughout the southeastern portion of the United 
States there was a substantial population of those with Black African ancestry 
who were loved and appreciated by their neighbors and friends of other races. 
Yet, among the Latter-day Saints there had been a certain reluctance to proclaim 
the gospel among African American friends because of the priesthood and tem- 
ple restrictions. Now, armed with the revelations of God, Latter-day Saints could 
approach all their friends confident in the knowledge that “He inviteth them all 
to come unto him and partake of his goodness; and he denieth none that come 
unto him: black and white, bond and free, male and female; and he remembereth 
the heathen; and all are alike unto God” (2 Nephi 26:33). 


Not This Kind of Equality 


In 1921, American suffragist Alice Paul proposed a simple amendment to the 
United States Constitution. It was called simply “The Equal Rights 
Amendment.” It read as follows: “Equality of rights under the law shall not be 
abridged by the United States or any state on account of sex.” It was introduced 
into the U.S. Congress every year after 1923, finally passing in 1972. The 
amendment had to be ratified by two-thirds of the States before it would become 
a part of the Constitution. In its simple form the amendment seemed benign. 
What could the harm be in giving women rights equal to those of men? But, as 
the debate heightened, it became clear that there was a hidden agenda among 
those who were promoting the amendment. That agenda included the blurring of 
lines between the sexes. Women would be expected to fight on the front lines in 
war, they would be expected to share in the financial obligations of raising a fam- 
ily and paying the bills. President Kimball urged Church members to fight 
against the ratification of the amendment. While the Church believed that all per- 
sons should be equal before the law, it was clear that passage of this amendment 
would cause the law to become an enemy to women and families. 


A special fast day was held in the Raleigh Stake in January of 1977 to ask 
the Lord for help in the efforts to defeat the amendment’s passage. Sister Barbara 
Smith, General President of the Relief Society, traveled about the country and 
appeared on national television to fight against the amendment. She came to 
North Carolina, a state that had not yet ratified the amendment, to fight against 
that ratification. Members of the various stakes were organized in an effort to 
prevent ratification. Letters were written to state legislators and money was con- 
tributed to the cost of the campaign. These efforts, together with Sister Smith’s 
persuasive presentations, led to a crushing defeat of the motion to ratify. When 
the North Carolina State Legislature rejected the amendment, in 1979, they also 
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issued a statement indicating those persons and groups who had been most influ- 
ential in their decision. Among those listed was the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints. 


Basketball Champions 


The late 70’s were the golden days of Church basketball. Teams were orga- 
nized for Aaronic Priesthood age boys and girls, the young Elders, and the elder- 
ly over 30. Tournaments were held to determine stake, regional and area cham- 
pionships, with games being played as far away as Jacksonville, Florida. 


A BIG Production 


In the spring of 1978, the Raleigh Stake undertook one of its most ambitious 
cultural projects: the production of the musical “Saturday’s Warrior.” This was 
made even more ambitious because of the great distances some members would 
travel to attend rehearsals. Tryouts, open to all stake members, were held in 
January in the Branches and Wards so that all who wanted to participate might 
do so. The production included a small orchestra and a large cast. When one fam- 
ily member accepted a role, it usually meant the whole family would be involved. 
A crew was formed to build an addition onto the front of the stage. Joan 
Schnegelberger headed up a group of Sisters to prepare costumes. Lucretia Duke, 
the Stake Music Director, produced the show. Jere Snyder was stage director and 
Rod Waldorf was in charge of music. Joy Finch, a music student at Meredith 
College, and Bill Tisdale played lead roles. 


Four months of planning and 
rehearsing culminated in three perfor- 
mances held at the Raleigh Stake 
Center on April 27, 28, and 29, 1978. 
The cultural hall was filled to over- 
flowing at each performance. The pro- 
duction’s poignant story line and touch- 
ing music appealed to all ages. For this 
reason, not only did most of the Stake 
membership come to see the produc- 
tion, but many brought non-member 
friends. Jere Snyder commented that 
never before had just the right combi- 
nation of people with the right combi- 
nation of talent come together at the 
same time in order to make such a pro- 
duction. There was a sense that the 


hand of the Lord had assisted in the 
effort. Saturday’s Warriors Program Cover 
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Roadshows 


One of the highlights of each year was the annual “Roadshow.” Wards and 
Branches wrote and produced 12- to 15-minute plays based on a theme suggest- 
ed by the Stake Roadshow Committee. Smaller units generally used every mem- 
ber in their productions. The young men and women in larger units took most of 
the roles. Roadshows provided a wonderful opportunity for developing talents 
and stretching creative abilities. Each production had to be written by a commit- 
tee that included the youth; the costumes were always colorful and sometimes 
even spectacular. Often the music was original, but whatever was presented was 
always delightful. 


After many weeks of rehearsals, the performance Saturday arrived. Each 
unit in the Stake was assigned a classroom to rehearse, to change into costumes, 
and put on makeup, and was given a one-hour block of time to rehearse on stage. 
By 7 p.m., excitement among participants was high - and the cultural hall was 
always filled to overflowing. 


Roadshows were some of the best-attended Stake events. Awards were given 
for scripts, costumes, music, and overall performance. Additional awards were 
given for individual acting and singing, as well as outstanding directing and writ- 
ing. The large numbers of youth and adults, the extensive preparation, the origi- 
nality of the work, and the genuine fun of the experience created an attitude of 
anticipation among members that was not matched by any other activity. 


The Sticks Become One In Our Hands 


In September of 1979, the Church published the 2,400 page LDS Edition of 
the King James Version of the Bible. For the first time in the history of the 
restoration the words of the Bible and other restoration scriptures were combined 
in a unique manner. The footnotes in this Bible contained references to the Book 
of Mormon, Doctrine and Covenants and Pearl of Great Price, together with 
excerpts from the Joseph Smith Translation of the Bible. Later, in 1981, the 
Triple Combination was published using the same format as had been used in the 
Bible. For the first time ever, the “stick of Joseph” and the “stick of Judah” had 
become as one in the hands of the priesthood of God. 


Latter-day Saints in Raleigh, particularly the seminary students, were 
encouraged to purchase these new editions of the scriptures. The 1978-79 school 
year was the first year for the use of the new Bible throughout the English speak- 
ing Church. Students were studying the Old Testament during that year and 
received these new editions with great satisfaction. For some, the transition to the 
new editions was easy. For others, who had marked their scriptures and had used 
the same copy from their days as missionaries, it was as traumatic as losing a 
loved one. 
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Time to Report 


The years in which President Ralph Ingram served as President of the 
Raleigh Stake were unique to the history of the stake. He had, as a new member, 
helped lay footings for buildings. In his years of presiding, he laid footings for 
souls. When Elder Gordon B. Hinckley returned to Raleigh, on March 14, 1981, 
President Ingram was able to report that the Raleigh North Carolina Stake of 
Zion was a mature stake: no fast offering debt, a church welfare farm, and one 
percent of the stake population serving full-time missions. 


Louise Ingram was right. Ralph was “a good man.” 
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Chapter 5 
Arise and Thresh, O Daughter of Zion 
1981 to 1989 


New Beginnings 


On January 20, 1981, Ronald Reagan became the fortieth President of the 
United States. Within minutes of his inauguration 52 Americans, who had been 
hostages of militant Iranians for 444 days, were released to return home. A nation 
that had prayed and tied ribbons on tree branches, and raised flags as symbolic 
reminders virtually every day of that captivity, wept and rejoiced that the cap- 
tives had been liberated. As part of the inauguration ceremonies, the Mormon 
Tabernacle Choir, riding on a large float, sang “The Battle Hymn of the 
Republic,” and moved the new President to tears. 


The President of the Mormon Church, Spencer W. Kimball, though still 
recovering from surgery on his skull, was participating in area conferences 
around the world, but his sight was failing him. His talks were typed with letters 
four times the normal size so that he could read them. His counselors, N. Eldon 
Tanner and Marion G. Romney, were in fragile health as well, but they contin- 
ued to move the work of the kingdom forward in a dramatic way. Between the 
October 1980 and April 1981 General Conferences, President Kimball would 
travel more than 50,000 miles to visit and serve Church members. In anticipation 
of the 1981 April Conference, President Kimball was preparing a statement to be 
read to all Latter-day Saints. The subject of his remarks would be that the Church 
was going to build nine temples, smaller temples than those that had been built 
before. Whereas previous temples had been anywhere from 50,000 to over 
100,000 square feet, these new temples would be between 10,000 and 18,000 
square feet. The announcement would be made on April Ist. 


Two weeks earlier, Latter-day Saints in Raleigh, North Carolina, gathered to 
the Stake Center on Six Forks Road to do something they had done only twice 
before in the 85 years of the Church’s history in Wake County: sustain a new 
stake president. The assignment to reorganize the stake presidency was given to 
Elder Gordon B. Hinckley. One year earlier he had stood by the side of President 
Kimball in the replica of the Peter Whitmer, Sr., farm house, in Fayette, New 
York, as the Church celebrated its 150th anniversary. It was appropriate that he 
should be there. No one had spent more time telling the story of the Church and 
its doctrine to the media than Elder Hinckley. In fact, every time the Church 
needed someone to tackle a thorny public relations issue, he had been named by 
President Kimball to assume that responsibility. But now, in March 1981, he was 
in far-off North Carolina, fulfilling an assignment given under the direction of 
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President Ezra Taft Benson, President of the Quorum of the Twelve. Elder 
Hinckley did not know at this time that in July he would be called as a Counselor 
in the First Presidency, a third counselor, to remove much of the burden that was 
weighing on President Kimball’s frail shoulders. 


As part of the process of selecting a new stake president, Elder Hinckley, 
who was 70 years old at the time, interviewed those who served in positions of 
responsibility in the stake. One of those was F.E. Epps, former Bishop of the 
Raleigh Ward, and a member of the Stake High Council. During their interview 
Elder Hinckley discovered that Brother Epps enjoyed jogging. Thinking he 
might have a common bond with the Apostle, Brother Epps asked Elder Hinckley 
if he jogged. “No,” replied the Apostle, “but I speak at the funerals of those that 
do.” 


When a General Authority comes to reorganize a stake presidency, he does 
so with the understanding that the Lord knows whom He wants. Elder Hinckley 
came trusting that, if he were properly prepared, the Lord would reveal His will. 
Generally there are many men who are qualified, spiritually and in all other 
ways, to lead a stake. This was particularly true in the case of the Raleigh Stake, 
where men of stature and experience had lived in or moved to the area over the 
years. At such times as these there is no campaigning among powerful candi- 
dates, no jockeying for position. The Lord speaks through His anointed officers 
and they follow His will. 


First Bishop Becomes New President 


When the Lord’s will was made known, Elder Hinckley acted and called 
Sterling B. Weed to be president of the Raleigh North Carolina Stake. President 
Weed was no stranger to service in the stake. In the preceding 22-and-one-half 
years he had served as either Branch President, Bishop, or member of the stake 
presidency. He had served at a time of unprecedented growth in the Church and 
observed as the gospel was preached to an ever-widening circle of nations around 
the globe. When Presdient Weed was named President of the Raleigh Branch, in 
1958, the Church had just over 1,500,000 members. When he became the stake 
president, in 1981, there were nearly 5 million members. A sign of the great 
growth of the Church in North Carolina was that, during his term of service, the 
stake boundaries would shrink. In 1982, the Roanoke Rapids, Tarboro, Rocky 
Mount and Wilson units would be placed in the Goldsboro Stake. The Durham 
Stake would be created in 1987, taking with it all the remaining units that were 
not in Wake County. Thus it was that when President Weed’s term of service 
ended, the stake over which he presided had essentially the same boundaries as 
the Raleigh Branch over which he had presided nearly 30 years earlier. 


When President Weed began his Church service, members would come to 
him to be married and then travel to Salt Lake to be sealed. As a stake president 
he could encourage members to go to either the Washington, D.C., or Atlanta, 
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Georgia, temples. As a young leader he had been set apart by an Apostle because 
only General Authorities could set apart bishops, stake presidencies, patriarchs, 
and missionaries. As the sacred authority of the Melchizedek Priesthood became 
more decentralized, he was able, as a stake president, to ordain and set apart all 
of these officers himself. He had been present when Elder Ezra Taft Benson ded- 
icated the ground for the Glenwood Avenue chapel, when Elder Marion D. Hanks 
dedicated that old chapel, and when Elder Rex D. Pinegar dedicated the Stake 
Center. In those early days only General Authorities could perform such ordi- 
nances. But it was the 1980's. It was a new day; and stake presidents, under the 
direction of the Prophet of God, could dedicate the buildings themselves. 


That which follows is a list of the buildings President Weed dedicated while 
serving as stake president: 

1982 - The Chapel Hill 
meeting house on Country 
Club Road (now the Chapel 
Hill L.D.S. Institute of 
Religion). 


1985 - The Garner 
Chapel on Aversboro Road. 


1985 - Rededication of 
the Raleigh Stake Center 
(remodeled to add space for 
seminary classes and a fam- 
ily history center). 


1986 - The Durham 
Chapel on Berini Road. 


1986 - The Zebulon 
Chapel. 


1987 - The Cary Chapel 
on Seabrook Avenue. 


Chapel, Garner, North Carolina 


Each building required 
that land be purchased, that 
ground to be dedicated, and 
that funds be raised. 
However, policies instituted 
by President Spencer W. 
Kimball reduced the 
required local contributions 
to only 4% of the total cost 
of the buildings. Furthermore, the work was to be done by local contractors, not 
by local members. In later years, President Ezra Taft Benson would once again 


Chapel, Cary, North Carolina 
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change the policy so that 
building construction 
expenses would come 
exclusively from general 
Church funds. The expecta- 
tion was that local units 
would meet a tithing faith- 
fulness standard before con- 
struction of a new building 
would be approved. 
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Bazaar Endings 


The impact of these 
policies cannot be underes- 
timated. No longer did 
priesthood leaders have to 
spend endless hours dream- 
ing up fund-raising activi- 
ties. No longer did Relief 
Society sisters have to 
spend endless hours carry- 
ing out what the priesthood 
had dreamed up. Rather 
than spending precious time 
raising money to build 
chapels, the Latter-day 
Saints could spend time building up the kingdom of God. 





Stake Center, Raleigh North Carolina 


A New Triple, A New Hour 


In September 1981, the Church issued a revised edition of the Triple 
Combination (The Book of Mormon, Doctrine and Covenants, and Pearl of Great 
Price under one cover). This edition of the scriptures contained the same format 
as the LDS Edition of the King James Version of the Bible, first published in 
1979. It also contained a rendering of the Book of Mormon that was more faith- 
ful to the editorial corrections made by the Prophet Joseph Smith than any pre- 
vious edition. Not coincidentally, the course of study in seminary that year was 
The Book of Mormon. In addition to new scriptures, seminary students in the 
Raleigh Stake had a new program: early morning seminary. 


Since the 1960’s the youth of the Raleigh Stake had participated in home 
study seminary. This program required that students read the scriptures every day 
at home and complete workbook assignments. Once a week their class would 
meet together at the home of an appointed teacher to turn in their assignments 
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and receive instruction on some gospel topic related to the scripture being stud- 
ied that year. 


Early morning seminary required a commitment from students and parents 
that was substantially greater than that which existed with the home study pro- 
gram. First, it was every morning. .. EVERY MORNING!! And it was EARLY 
MORNING! Classes generally began about 6 o’clock in the morning and ended 
about 7 o’clock. There were growing pains and goofiness and students who 
would rather do anything than read the scriptures at such an hour. In 1984, it was 
determined that the classes should be held in local chapels, where practical. 
Rather than a handful of students meeting together, early morning seminary 
became a “happening,” an event. At its peak, the stake center housed over 100 
students at that early hour. With the help of priesthood leaders and parents, and 
faithful, committed teachers, the Raleigh Stake became one of the crown jewels 
of the seminary program in the Southeastern United States. Typical enrollment in 
seminary programs in the Southeast was 55%. The Raleigh Stake consistently 
enrolled over 80% of its potential students. Of those who were enrolled in this 
part of the country, about two-thirds completed the courses with credit (meaning 
they attended at least 80% of the classes). Over 80% of the Raleigh Stake stu- 
dents completed the courses with credit each year. 


Young and Excellent 


The youth of the Raleigh Stake excelled in other areas. The stake girls and 
boys basketball teams were invited to Wilmington, Atlanta, and also to Florida to 
participate in Area Championship tournaments sponsored by the Church. In 
1982, the girls representing the Raleigh Stake won the Area Championship and 
the boys were Runner-up in their Area tournament, losing the championship 
game by one point. 


Pleasant Diversions 


President Brigham Young said, “Recreation and diversion are as necessary 
to our well-being as the more serious pursuits of life” (Discourses of Brigham 
Young, p. 238). Basketball provided a great diversion for stake members. But 
there were other avenues of recreation pursued by members of the Raleigh Stake. 


Some stake members had received extensive training in music and other 
arts. They had also made covenants with God that they would give all that they 
had to the building up of His kingdom. Some were fine singers, like President 
Weed, Dallas Gantt, and Joan Harper; some were accomplished musicians, like 
John and Patti Maxwell; others, like Susie Bennett, had great artistic and design 
abilities. Because of their commitment to the Church they could not dedicate the 
time they needed to keep their talents vibrant and alive. To fill this need the stake 
invented opportunities for talents to be placed on display. In 1987, the stake pro- 
duced Irving Berlin’s wonderful musical comedy “Annie Get Your Gun.” The 
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program listed 78 cast members and 53 behind-the-scenes workers, not the least 
of whom was Mary Braddy, who organized baby sitters for each Saturday prac- 
tice. Rehearsals began months before the actual production and required the 
patience and faith of many families. But it met a need that Latter-day Saints had 
to get together in a wholesome atmosphere and blend their God-given talents in 


unique ways. 


Another activity that met this need was the annual “Music of the Masters” 
program. During the first week in February the stake sponsored an evening of 
classical music featuring performances by members of the stake and many of 
their non-member associates. The evening was organized by Sister Susie 
Bennett, and Ed Schnegleberger gave the audience historical background on each 
number before it was performed. 


Perhaps the most selfless tradition that began during these years was the 
annual Messiah Sing-in at Chloe Hodge’s home. Sister Hodge, who had meant 
so much to the Raleigh Branch in the early years, suffered from poor health and 
was unable to leave her home. On the appointed day, Chloe’s sister, Flonnie 
Rogers, spent the day preparing sinfully rich goodies for the post-performance 
activities. Then, about seven o’clock in the evening, the singers would arrive 
with their personal scores of Handel’s immortal work. About twenty vocalists 
would assemble each year in the front room of the home Chloe and Flonnie 
shared and sing, with no audience except themselves. 


President Weed found a way to make even the Church farm entertaining. 
One day, as he and several other stake members were assisting in the harvest of 
sweet potatoes, he came upon a long crooked stick that reminded him of an Irish 
Shalaleigh. He soon dubbed it the “Mahonri Moriancumur Stick” (after the 
brother of Jared in the Book of Mormon) and invented a meandering tale about 
its origins. All were having a hearty laugh when it occurred to the assembly that 
a smaller stick should be found, mounted on a plaque, and given as an award to 
the ward that had the best participation working on the stake farm. Not only did 
it serve as an incentive, but it also reminded those who were there of a sweet 
moment among the Saints. 


All Hearts Are Broken 


While there were many sweet moments for the Saints in the Raleigh Stake, 
there were moments of tragedy. In the course of life, there are experiences that 
weigh down a person or a family. We all know this and prepare ourselves for 
accidents and death in our own way. But there are events for which no prepara- 
tion is possible or adequate. In June, 1988, when everyone was thinking of grad- 
uations and weddings and summer vacations, the stake family was stunned by the 
death of Jerry Coombs, beloved First Counselor in the Raleigh Second Ward 
bishopric. While finishing his early-morning paper route, Brother Coombs was 
shot and killed by a person who was attempting to rob a convenience store. AS 
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the tragic news spread throughout the stake the reaction was one of horror and 
sorrow. It was as if a family member had died, and the stake responded the way 
a family would respond for a fallen brother. Funeral home employees declared 
Brother Coombs’ wake to be the largest they had seen. Help was provided to the 
family in both overt and quiet ways for many years thereafter. The terrible events 
of Brother Coombs death left a gaping hole in the lives of family members, 
friends and associates, but it also gave the stake an opportunity to test its own 
Christianity. The test was passed. 


Later that same year the stake would have another test to pass. Late one 
November night a devastating tornado roared through North Raleigh, leveling 
businesses and homes as it passed. The estimated damage was over 100 million 
dollars. Latter-day Saints rose to the occasion helping members and non-members 
alike clean up and put their houses in order. There was also greater enthusiasm for 
following the counsel of the Prophets to have food storage and 72-hour kits. 


Periodic Gatherings 


Though Raleigh had become a thriving, self-sufficient stake, there were still 
welcome visits from the General Authorities. In addition to regular visits during 
stake conferences, the Church initiated Regional Conferences, gatherings of six 
to ten stakes in one place. The first of these conferences in North Carolina took 
place in the Greensboro Coliseum in November, 1984. Elders Boyd K. Packer 
and David B. Haight of the Quorum of the Twelve and Elder Vaughn J. 
Featherstone of the Seventy attended. The conference brought together members 
from throughout the state. For those who attended it was stunning to see thou- 
sands of North Carolinians gathered as Latter-day Saints. Who could have 
guessed that from such humble beginnings these thousands would have sprung? 
But the little stone cut from the mountains without hands, the little stone seen by 
the prophet Daniel in his remarkable vision, was rolling forward and filling the 
earth. Stakes were being created world-wide at a pace of nearly 50 per year. The 
Raleigh Stake, in 1962, was the 363rd stake created 
in this dispensation; Fayetteville became the 698th 
in 1975. When Elder Dallin H. Oaks of the Quorum 
of the Twelve came to create the Durham Stake, in 
May 1987, it became the Church’s 1,637th stake. 


The Church had become too vast for the 
Apostles to personally visit each stake as they had 
done for so many years. Yet there was a need for 
them to be among the people. The Area 
Conferences met that need and it was intended that 
they should be held every three to four years. On 
February 21, 1988, President Gordon B. Hinckley 
returned to North Carolina for such a conference. It 
was held in Wilmington. President Hinckley 





Dallin H. Oaks 
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brought with him Elder Marvin J. Ashton, of the Twelve Apostles, and Elder Rex 
D. Pinegar of the Seventy. President Hickley was now serving as First Counselor 
to President Ezra Taft Benson and had close ties with the Raleigh Stake, having 
set apart President Weed and President Ingram as stake presidents. Elder Pinegar 
had dedicated the Raleigh Stake center in January of 1973. Because of these con- 
nections the atmosphere was much like a family reunion. This, coupled with the 
associations with beloved brothers and sisters in the neighboring stakes, made 
the Area Conferences something that longtime members looked forward to. It 
was a chance to renew associations and, standing amid thousands of Latter-day 
Saints, recall memories of simpler times when fifty members would gather 
together and marvel at the growth of the Church. It was a time to remember 
Brunswick stew and “spreads” between conference sessions. It was a time to 
acknowledge the mercy of God in allowing the spread of His gospel in such a 
marvelous manner. 


Extracting the Dead 


In September of 1988, the fruits of the gospel spread in a miraculous man- 
ner. Stakes throughout the world were introduced to the Record Extraction 
Program. Information from various record sources on persons no longer living 
was made available to the Church. This information was processed and verified 
and entered into computer programs. The data thus extracted was used to send 
names to temples so that ordinance work could be performed for the dead. The 
priceless information was also entered into the International Genealogical Index 
(IGI). Flo Brantley was called as the Stake Record Extraction Coordinator. 
Extraction Coordinators were soon called in each ward and many members were 
called to enter data. With the development of the personal computer this impor- 
tant work could be done at home. Many older members, who were unable to 
leave their homes, enjoyed this work and enjoyed leaning how to use computers. 


Imagine, the work of the kingdom was being done in a home, many homes. 
The direction of the Church was toward the home. Much had been expected of 
priesthood leaders and officers to make the Church known throughout the world. 
The focus of the administration of President Weed and his associates was to help 
the priesthood understand its duty. The Stake Relief Society, under the direction 
of Phyllis Bray and, later, Carlie Pickard, developed programs to help sisters 
understand their duties as Latter-day Saint mothers and wives. 


Sisters! To the Temple! 


One of the more significant innovations developed during this time was the 
idea of a Relief Society Temple Trip. Was it really appropriate for sisters to go to 
the temple without their husbands? Was it wise to send sisters in a bus on such a 
long trip without priesthood support? Many members were new to the Church 
and had never dealt with such questions. Sister Bray had a vision of what such 
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an experience could do for the sisters and forged ahead. “There was a strong feel- 
ing,” wrote Sister Bray, “that sisters with non-member husbands were very wor- 
thy women who ought to be able to have a temple experience.” 


Despite the early concerns about expense and blending baptisms with 
endowment sessions there was a great work accomplished. “There was a special 
spirit on the bus,” Phyllis later recalled, “with a very successful testimony meet- 
ing and a nice get-acquainted time. The numbers grew, a second bus was added, 
and vans accompanied us.” In a very short time, those sisters who went only to 
be baptized for the dead had received their endowments. Sister Bray’s vision had 
become a reality. 


In October 1984, North Carolina Relief Society sisters were invited to the 
McKimmon Center on the North Carolina State University campus for a 
“Homemaking Workshop Day.” Sisters Ardith Kapp and Lucille Johnson came 
from Salt Lake City to address the group. There were also workshops and spe- 
cialized training. “It was a huge deal for North Carolina Sisters,” remembered 
Sister Bray. Conversations were overheard in which many reported they had 
never been to anything so “high class.” 


Footings In Place 


The role of a Latter-day Saint was no longer to raise money and dig footings. 
It was to be a Christian friend to neighbors, to visit the members and lift their 
spirits, to direct the kingdom of God according to the revelations and policies 
given to the prophets, to become Zion - the pure in heart. Under President Weed’s 
direction, future leaders of the stake received training and direction that would 
allow the work of the Lord to flourish like no other place in the South. 
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Chapter 6 
Bear Ye One Another’s Burdens 
1989 to 1994 


Reduce and Simplify 


President Spencer W. Kimball was famous for many phrases, little one lin- 
ers that carried big messages: “lengthen your stride,” “quicken your pace,” “do 
it,” and “reduce and simplify.” This last slogan - Reduce and Simplify - sprang 
from an acknowledgment on the part of the Brethren that many members were 
oppressed by the number of hours required to serve in callings and the amount 
of materials needed to operate a viable ward organization. For many years, it had 
become apparent to the Brethren at Church headquarters that the Salt Lake 
Church, with its basketball tournaments and dance festivals, and endless manu- 
als, was not exportable, that the nations to which the gospel was being taken 
would never be able to have such a church. It was also becoming apparent that 
many members were converted to the institutional Church rather than the doc- 
trine. 


A course correction was necessary. The departments of the Church needed 
to find a way to communicate with priesthood and auxiliary leaders without giv- 
ing them 50 new pages of instruction each year. They needed to find a way to 
give what was needed on the front and back of one sheet of paper. During the 
administration of President Ezra Taft Benson, Elder Boyd K. Packer was charged 
to stop the flow of materials to the units of the Church, to cut it to the essential 
elements without harming the delicate fabric that makes up the world-wide 
Church. 


Members would be expected, more and more, to rely upon basic principles 
and the Spirit, rather than endless pages of policy. Priesthood leaders, who for 
many years had experienced the decentralization of priesthood authority, would 
truly preside over their units with a freedom that was theretofore unknown. Who 
was the stake president? Why, he was the President of the Church of Jesus Christ 


of Latter-day Saints in his stake boundaries. He could ordain every officer who 


served in his stake and he was expected to make decisions that would help the 
stake progress and grow. 


The Lord called upon a man with great vision and experience to lead the 
Raleigh Stake in this new era of reduction and simplification. Gerald Thornton had 
been called as a member of the Stake Presidency in January 1974, at the age of 31. 
He had been a member of the Church for nine years. When he was barely 21 years 
old he had married a member of the Church, Katrina Crumpler, an energetic, beau- 
tiful girl, who wore her hair in a long ponytail. They were married in the Piney 
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Green Branch Chapel, but Gerald was reluctant 
to join the Church. In the year and a half that fol- 
lowed their marriage, the Spirit of the Lord 
worked upon Gerald in a marvelous manner and 
he was baptized by Brother Ralph Ingram, the 
Raleigh Stake mission president. 


When Mission President Ingram became 
Stake President Ingram, he called Gerald to be 
his second counselor. President Thornton was 
ordained a high priest and set apart as a coun- 
selor by Elder Gordon B. Hinckley. He served 
continuously in the stake presidency for the 
next eleven years. In 1985, he was called as 
Bishop of the Raleigh 2nd Ward. 





Spencer Osborne 


When the March 1989 stake conference was announced, it was accompanied 
by the news that President Sterling B. Weed would be released as stake president. 
For over thirty years President Weed had held prominent positions of responsi- 
bility in the stake. Every bishop in the stake had been set apart by him, every 
building in the stake had been dedicated by him. There were simply no words to 
describe the contribution offered to and admiration felt by the members of the 
stake. 


“Elder Spencer Osborne of the Seventy was the visiting authority,” recalled 
Sister Linda Campora. “Many members of the Stake Council were interviewed . 
. . and asked for recommendations on a new Stake President. I was surprised to 
be interviewed as well. My first thought was Gerald Thornton, who was serving 
as my Bishop in the Raleigh Second Ward, but I knew that he was suffering from 
some serious health problems at the time and didn’t mention his name.” 


Bishop Thornton’s health had not been good, but, as President Thomas S. 
Monson often declares, “Whom the Lord calls, He qualifies.” In the Sunday 
morning session of Stake Conference, Elder Osborne presented the name of 
William Gerald Thornton to be sustained as President of the North Carolina 
Stake of Zion. 


“Much to my surprise and delight,” wrote Sister Campora, “he was sustained 
as our new Stake President and was given a special blessing when he was set 
apart that his health would improve and he would have the strength to fulfill this 
calling.” The blessing proved to be prophetic indeed, for, as Sister Campora 
described it, “He seemed to be healthier and stronger each year.” 
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The Growth Problem 


When President Gerald Thornton, at age 46, became the President of the 
Raleigh Stake, the Church was continuing to evolve and expand in unprecedent- 
ed ways. Communist East Germany was allowing young men to be called as mis- 
sionaries from that country to serve in other nations; the Second Quorum of the 
Seventy was created, thus expanding the number of General Authorities who 
would be able to administer the affairs of the Church world-wide; and mission- 
ary work was expanding around the world. 


There were problem areas as well. Missionaries assigned to the country of 
Columbia had to be removed because of the increased drug-related violence. A 
problem in the North American units of the Church had been evolving over time: 
a problem of haves and the have-nots. Some stakes were in wealthy suburban 
areas and could afford to do exotic activities and provide elaborate incentives for 
their youth. Trips to far-off locations became the norm rather than the exception 
in such stakes. Other, less-affluent stakes could barely provide for their needy 
members. The thought of having any incentives for the youth in such units was 
out of the question. Once again, there was a risk that testimonies would be based 
upon activities rather than simple spiritual experiences that grew from scripture 
study, prayer, and service. 


Church leaders had been sensitive to this problem for many years and were 
ready to implement a plan whereby the stakes would be on a more equal footing 
with each other, and provide the means whereby testimonies would be centered 
in faith and service, rather than self-indulgence. 


In 1989, the First Presidency announced a new “budget program.” In recent 
years, the stakes of the Church had been expected to pay for the utilities and 
upkeep of their buildings, as well as fund the activities of the ward. With the new 
program, building expenses would be paid from the tithing resources of the 
Church and each stake would receive an annual budget, also from tithing 
resources, based upon the number of people attending sacrament meeting. 


A Tradition of Service 


There had been a tradition develop in the Raleigh Stake that stake youth con- 
ferences would be held at local university campuses. The new budget program 
required a rethinking of such activities. President Thornton carefully led the 
stake through this time of adjustment. A system was developed whereby homes 
of members were used to house the youth during youth conference. Members 
were invited to donate frequent flyer miles to provide a way for speakers to come 
to the conferences. Almost immediately such activities were more warmly 
received than the more elaborate activities that had been more expensive. 


The Stake Youth Service Project that year was in perfect harmony with the 
directives sent from Church headquarters. Raleigh Stake youth volunteered to 
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help with the North Carolina Soccer Special Olympic Games. This was a tremen- 
dous undertaking and all the units participated. The youth acted as assistant ref- 
erees and coaches, cheerleaders, huggers, and served snacks, drinks and lunches. 
They also assisted with the opening and closing ceremonies and planned a din- 
ner and dance for 350 people at the end of the weekend. 


The Special Olympics organizers were so favorably impressed with the 
kindness, patience and friendliness of the Raleigh Stake youth that they were 
asked to take on the same responsibilities the following year, which they gladly 
did. 


Simplified Activities 


The Scouting program was expanded to include super activities lasting three 
days. One year, on the banks of the Pamlico River the young men received coun- 
sel from stake members dressed as characters from the Book of Mormon. The 
value of personal worthiness was stressed, together with the principle that God 
will help those who seek His help in faith. 


For the first time, the stake tried “one-day” road shows. Historically, road 
shows had required long rehearsals and elaborate preparations. In the spirit of 
“reduce and simplify” the wards were asked to produce road shows in one day. 
Ward members were asked to write the scripts, but keep the contents to them- 
selves until the day of the production. Then, actors would be chosen, sets con- 
structed using very limited resources, and costumes made from simple strips of 
cloth. Midway through the day, large helpings of pizza were distributed to the 
assembled casts and crews. 


The day went by quickly and the evening was a great success. With actors 
unable to memorize parts and substantial ad libbing it was great fun for all. There 
was a huge turnout that evening because virtually all members of the stake were 
involved. 


A Style of Our Own 


Other traditions were established during the years President Thornton 
presided over the stake. For example, young men who achieved the rank of Eagle 
Scout had for many years had their names placed on plaques which were on dis- 
play in the wards. It was felt that the young women ought to receive similar 
recognition if they received the Young Woman Medallion. The effect of this deci- 
sion was to strengthen the resolve of many more young women to receive this 
important award and increase their commitment to remain worthy to marry in the 
temple. 


The youth enjoyed the regular stake dances very much. Over time it was felt 
that these dances were drifting toward the style of the world rather than holding 
to the standards of the Church. To help teach correct principles concerning danc- 
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ing, instructors were brought from Ricks College to put on a workshop. The 
impact of the workshop was that the lighting became brighter, the music more 
appropriate and the general atmosphere more like that which should prevail at a 
Latter-day Saint activity. All the youth were not necessarily pleased with the 
direction that was taken, but attendance did not slacken. There always seemed to 
be about 180 young people at the dances. 


Some young folks wanted to test the resolve of the leaders concerning stan- 
dards. President Thornton felt that no young person should be excluded because 
of dress. So, “Cinderella Rooms” were provided, where an assortment of color- 
ful ties and appropriate coverings for young ladies could be found. It only took 
one trip to the Cinderella Room to be converted to the dress code. 


Who/What/When 


President Thornton was a convert to the Church. He knew the importance of 
individual attention in the lives of investigators who were near baptism, and 
members who wanted to become more active in the Church. Working in concert 
with Max Angle, the stake mission president, the “who/what/when/set a date” 
program for missionary work was initiated. Members were taught to prayerfully 
seek the guidance of the Lord to determine “who” they should be encouraging 
and serving. “What” was the type of involvement that would occur. Inspiration 
was to be sought to determine “when” the activity would take place, and mem- 
bers were encouraged to prayerfully select a date by which the friend or associ- 
ate would be ready to be taught by the missionaries. In addition to elevating the 
level of commitment each member should feel, it was also determined that the 
members would have increased interaction with missionaries by providing them 
with their evening meals. The missionaries would be fed and families would 
have a chance to make missionary-related commitments and report on their 


progress. 


The youth became more significantly involved in missionary work. Youth 
Missions were established during which a young person would serve for six 
months. Their assignment was to be a good example at school and to attend the 
Ward Mission Correlation meeting on a regular basis. Most of the youth took 
these callings very seriously and enthusiastically encouraged other youth in the 
ward to be missionary minded. They encouraged the youth to invite their friends 
to activities, seminary and Sunday School meetings. Not only were some young 
people brought into the Church by the power of the examples that were set, but 
some adults were also first attracted to the Church by young people living their 
religion. 


A Vision of Things to Come 


Finally, it was felt that the young people needed something more to help 
them set their sights on serving a full-time mission for the Church. One idea that 
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sprang from counseling on the matter was a large wall board in the foyer of the 
stake center where plaques could be displayed. Each plaque would contain the 
name of the missionary, his place of assignment and the dates of his calling. As 
the missionaries progressed in their assignment their plaques, which also con- 
tained a picture of the missionary, would move toward the front of the board. In 
this way the whole stake family was able to follow the progress of each mis- 
sionary throughout his or her mission. Young people looked forward to the day 
when their pictures would appear on the wall and they could become a part of the 
Lord’s great missionary force. 


Through the efforts of the missionaries and members the stake added 100 
new converts to the stake family in 1991. 


Remember the Mission 


The mission of the Church is to assist our Heavenly Father in His great work 
to bring to pass the immortality and eternal life of all mankind. This is done by 
proclaiming the gospel, perfecting the Saints, and redeeming the dead. President 
Thornton felt that it was not possible to place the full efforts of the stake on all 
three aspects of the mission of the Church at the same time. He therefore devised 
an approach that caused the stake to focus on one aspect for a year and then shift 
to a new aspect during the next year. In 1991 the focus was on missionary work. 
In 1992 the focus was changed to family history and temple work. 


Stake leaders worked closely with the Washington Temple presidency to cre- 
ate an annual family history weekend. The temple work would be completed by 
members of the stake. Priesthood leaders from all the wards were to be trained 
in the administration of temple ordinances with the goal being that by December 
over 500 members of the stake would attend the temple. 


For the first time ever members received the vicarious ordinances of the 
temple with members of their own bishoprics administering the ordinances to 
them. The sisters were assisted in their temple ordinances by ward and stake 
Relief Society officers and wives of bishopric members. 


The impact of this program cannot be overstated. Not only was there a great 
work performed by the more than 450 stake members who participated, but the 
feelings between bishoprics and ward members were enhanced tremendously. 


Continue to Minister 


In an effort to perfect the saints, the stake presidency instituted a program 
during ward conferences called “Continue to Minister.” The spirit of this pro- 
gram was to encourage local leaders to visit their less-active members, to show 
interest, and encourage them to return to activity. 


During each ward conference members of the Stake Council would be orga- 
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nized into teams, with names of less-active members assigned to each team. 
Then, they would visit the assigned families and get to know them better. During 
the next few months, local leaders were asked to report on activation efforts. 
Many families were activated through this effort, and many priesthood leaders 
came to understand that their duties included more than just attending meetings 
on Sunday. 


Remember the Poor 


Perfecting the Saints was a task that involved not only activation but also 
reaching out to those in need in the community. Under the direction of Phyllis 
Bray, stake public affairs director, the stake became heavily involved in commu- 
nity outreach programs through which less fortunate individuals and families in 
Wake County received continuous assistance. Homeless shelters were visited, 
meals were distributed, excess commodities were picked up from restaurants and 
grocery stores and taken to food banks. Sister Bray coordinated the effort and 
engineered one of the most comprehensive outreach efforts ever seen by this 
stake or any other. 


The impact of this program was that members who lived in very comfortable 
circumstances were exposed to the plight of the poor. Through this awakening 
experience they were more inclined to do things on their own to benefit those in 
need. They were also more generous in their fast offering contributions. While 
many surrounding stakes were struggling to receive enough fast offerings to meet 
the needs of their local poor, the Raleigh Stake received tens of thousands of dol- 
lars more than they needed, notwithstanding the fact that there were great local 
needs. 


Home Teaching 


Stake leaders awakened local elders quorum presidents and high priests 
group leaders to their proper responsibilities regarding the home teaching pro- 
gram of the Church. For many years, throughout the Church, the assumption had 
been that home teaching was something about which only the bishopric worried. 
In the. Raleigh Stake the responsibility was placed squarely on the shoulders of 
the quorum and group leaders. This expanding of responsibility resulted in a 
tremendous increase in effective home teaching. Whereas the stake had been 
home teaching 20% of the families each month, they were now visiting at a rate 
of 60%, with many units reaching 80 and 90%. 


President Thornton constantly asked the members to step outside their com- 
fort zones, to “cross over the line” of mediocrity in Church service, and be bold 
in our approach to being Latter-day Saints. He embodied that boldness as he 
asked others to serve. His sermons and extemporaneous remarks were filled with 
exhortations and pulpit pounding. On March 12, 1994, he addressed the Raleigh 
Saints in the Saturday evening session of stake conference, knowing it would be 
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the last time he would do so as their President. Once again he exhorted them to 
be bold, to cast fear aside and trust that the Lord would help. 


One Heart and One Mind 


The next morning, Elder Henry B. Eyring of the First Quorum of the 
Seventy, reorganized the stake presidency. Several times during the course of his 
remarks, Elder Eyring commented that he had never felt such unity among mem- 
bers of a stake presidency, that he had never felt such love for each other among 
members of a high council. He said, “This is not an outlying stake. This is a cen- 
ter stake of Zion.” That love was forged among Latter-day Saints who became 
obsessed with providing the gospel and its saving ordinances to the living and 
dead, a vision they learned from a beloved stake president and his associates. 


a Se rm ge ee eee a eee eee ae 


Chapter 7 
The Vision I Had Seen Went Up From Me 
1994 to 1999 


A New Era 


On March 13, 1994, Elder Henry B. 
Eyring, of the First Quorum of the Seventy, 
reorganized the Raleigh North Carolina 
Stake presidency. Since 1962, there had 
always been some connection between 
William Victor Bartholomew and the stake 
presidency. Ralph Ingram had been one of 
President Bartholomew’s counselors, as had 
Sterling B. Weed. Gerald Thornton had been 
a counselor to both President Ingram and 
President Weed. 


When the hands that sustained the new 
stake presidency dropped, the link with the Henry B. Eyring 
early days of the Raleigh Stake was broken. 
All three members of the new presidency had arrived in the Raleigh area in the 
decade of the 80’s. Their families had no ties to the area. They were a product of 
the dynamic corporate growth of the heart of Carolina. Their connections were 
with GE Mortgage, IBM, and SAS Institute. 





While there was no connection to Raleigh’s past, there was, in the heart of 
the new stake president, a connection which bound him quickly to the Latter-day 
Saints over whom he presided: John Taggart was a faithful, unassuming man, 
dedicated to serving the Lord and His people. 


As Elder Eyring interviewed members of the high council and other stake 
officers he asked them not only to name those who could serve, but also request- 
ed specific qualities that would make the man a good stake president. When 
Robert Lee, a member of the high council and the local Church Educational 
System coordinator, was asked for specifics, he said, “Every time I visit a semi- 
nary class in the Raleigh Stake center, Bishop Taggart is there. And I never tell 
him ahead of time when I’m coming.” 


Bishop Taggart went to seminary every morning with his children. As he 
waited for the class to finish, he took his six foot five inch frame about the halls 
and parking lot encouraging young souls to go to their classes. With nearly 100 
seminary students coming to the stake center every morning, there was more than 
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enough temptation to visit with a friend rather than go to class. To those who 
wanted to engage in mock debate Bishop Taggart would smile and say, “Get to 
class.” When he became the stake president, all the Raleigh wards were encour- 
aged to continue this tradition and provide members of the bishopric to assist in 
getting students to their seminary classes. 


Elder Eyring told President Taggart not to rush about making changes. The 
General Authority told the new president to wait, and watch, and listen, and, over 
time, make adjustments as he felt impressed. 


A Fond Farewell 


Within two months another link to the Raleigh Stake would be taken away 
with the passing of President Ezra Taft Benson. As a young Apostle, Elder 
Benson had been instrumental in having the Glenwood Avenue chapel built. He 
had dedicated the ground upon which it stood. He was the prophet who remind- 
ed the Saints of the necessity to “sup daily” from the pages of the Book of 
Mormon. 


As President Benson’s funeral cortege wound its way through the valleys of 
northern Utah, farmers and little children stopped whatever they were doing, 
took off their hats and paid silent tribute to the man who had plowed the dirt they 
were now plowing. Women tied yellow ribbons to fences along the route to 
Whitney, Idaho. The last prophet born in the 19th Century had passed away. 
President Howard W. Hunter became the new President of the Church. He it was 
who had, as a young Apostle, created the Raleigh North Carolina Stake, in 1962. 
He was the first prophet born in the 20th Century, and he urged the saints to “let 
the temple be the symbol of your worship.” Though his administration lasted less 
than nine months, the focus he placed on temples and temple attendance awak- 
ened Latter-day Saints everywhere to the necessity of returning to the House of 

the Lord more often. 


A Vision and Focus 


Early in the administration of President 
John C. Taggart, Elder Rulon G. Craven, of the 
Seventy, was the visitor at a stake conference. 
Elder Craven, while new as a General 
Authority, had many years’ experience serving 
as secretary to the Quorum of the Twelve. He 
encouraged President Taggart to follow the 
model of Church leaders and develop a “vision 
and focus” for the stake, something the mem- 
bers could use as a guide for accomplishing the 
Lord’s work. 





Rulon Craven 
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After Elder Craven’s visit, the stake presidency organized members of the 
stake council into committees. These committees were charged to develop a 
vision and focus in the areas of proclaiming the gospel, redeeming the dead, and 
perfecting the saints. From those committees the presidency created a single 
statement to summarize where they felt the Lord wanted the stake to go and how 
they would get there. The focus was that the stake would learn and live the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ and dedicate their efforts to teaching it to others. The 
vision was that there would be two stakes in Raleigh and that the stake would be 
prepared to “support a temple.” This was to happen within four years. 


Four years to have a new stake and a temple? The new stake seemed possi- 
ble. The Raleigh Stake was growing rapidly, particularly in the direction of Wake 
Forest in the north, and Cary/Apex in the southwest. But a temple? The spirit of 
the statement was that the stake would be prepared to support a temple, not nec- 
essarily that there would actually be a temple in the stake boundaries. But, after 
awhile, there began to develop in the heart of stake members a feeling of “Why 
not here?” 


To help members remember the “vision and focus,” artwork was produced, 
something that could be placed on the refrigerator, or in the bishop’s office. It 
was one thing for the stake to have a goal. Yet, if no one knew of it, what would 
be the point? Red and blue triangles were seen everywhere, and the idea of 
becoming more Christ-centered, preparing for a new stake, and supporting a tem- 
ple became part of sacrament meetings, ward conferences, stake conferences, 
and councils at all levels. 


Acquiring Land For a Stake Center 


In anticipation of creating a new stake, the stake which was part of the vision 
and focus, President Taggart charged Kermit Nichols, former member of the 
stake presidency and the stake physical facilities representative, to seek out prop- 
erty where, in some future day, a stake center could be built. This Brother 
Nichols did with great enthusiasm. However, rather than seeking out sites that 
had adequate acreage for a stake center, Brother Nichols kept bringing back news 
of sites that could support a standard-size temple. One of the sites, which was 
eventually purchased, was in Apex, at the corner of Highway 55 and Bryan 
Street, near the U.S. Post Office. 


Since the property was too large for a stake center the feeling was that the 
excess property could be sold and the Church would gain back the money that 
had been expended. 


A Stunning Conference 


In 1995 the Raleigh Stake hosted an area conference. Elder Jeffrey R. 
Holland, newly called member of the Quorum of the Twelve, presided at the con- 
ference. While Raleigh was designated as the host stake, there were not sufficient 
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facilities available to hold the conference. 
Working closely with Bishop Richard Rust of 
the Chapel Hill Ward, the Church was able to 
use Carmichael Auditorium, on the University 
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill campus, for 
the conference. Nearly 8,000 members from six 
stakes attended the conference. 


During the conference Elder Holland asked 
all those who had been to the temple more than 
once to stand. When three-fourths of the con- 
gregation stood, Elder Holland was over- 
whelmed with emotion. Later, he would say, “I 
was simply stunned.” He had expected that a 
much smaller percentage of the group would 
stand. He knew something of the sacrifices 
needed to travel the great distances to temples in the eastern United States. The 
evidence of the local members’ willingness to sacrifice stood before him in the 
conference. 





Elder Jeffrey R. Holland 


The Tokens Already Appear 


The remainder of his remarks centered on the words of the hymn, 
“Redeemer of Israel.” As he recited the verses he emphasized the words “the 
tokens already appear.” He reminded the Saints of the promises the Lord had 
made to the House of Israel, that Israel would be gathered to Zion and that the 
blessings of the ordinances of the temple would be given to all. To all this and 
more he declared, “The tokens are already appearing.” He spoke of new lands 
opening to the preaching of the gospel, of converts joining the Church, of the 
increased missionary force, and of the number of temples being built throughout 
the world. It was, for many stake members, a reaffirmation that the direction 
given by stake leaders was consistent with the vision of the prophets. And they 
awaited the time, the four years stated in the vision and focus, when they could 
support a temple in North Carolina. 


One Hundred Years Later 


On September 16, 1995, the Raleigh Stake assembled on the campus of 
Leesville High School. The purpose was to celebrate the 100th anniversary of the 
first baptism in Wake County. While it was a day of rejoicing, it was a rainy day, 
and many of the planned activities were washed out. Late in the afternoon, those 
who persevered entered the high school gymnasium and heard recollections from 
the pioneers of the Raleigh Stake: Chloe Hodge (an early convert and the first 
missionary called from the Raleigh Branch), Blanche Keith (a granddaughter of 
Durham Hall Smith, the first convert), Sterling Weed (the first bishop of the 
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Raleigh Ward), and Ralph Ingram (who along with Brother Weed, had been a 
member of the first stake presidency). For members of the Church who had lived 
through the struggles of the 1940’s and 50’s, it was a moment of gratitude and 
nostalgia. For the newcomers, of whom there were many, it was an opportunity 
to connect with the past and deepen appreciation for those who had paved the 
way. 


The Wake Forest Building 


In 1974, the Raleigh Stake Center was dedicated by Elder Rex J. Pinegar. 
Since that time, all Church buildings in the Raleigh Stake had been dedicat- 
ed by President Sterling B. Weed (including the renovated stake center). In 
1998, President Taggart began a new era of building in the Raleigh Stake by 
dedicating the Wake Forest Ward building. The beautiful, spacious building 





Chapel, Wake Forest, North Carolina 


was long-awaited by the Wake Forest Ward members, who, under the direc- 
tion .of their first bishop, B.L. Marcom, had met in Wake Forest/ 
Rolesville High School for several months. In those intervening months, call- 
ings had been issued in broom closets, and baptisms had occurred in swim- 
ming pools. Administrative meetings were held in what came to be called the 
BLOB (Bishop’s Little Office Building) on Brooks Street in Wake Forest, 
and sacrament meetings were held in the high school auditorium. 


Stake Center Renovation 


Shortly after the creation of the Wake Forest Ward, the Raleigh Wards (1st, 
2nd, and 4th), were directed to attend meetings in distant meeting houses while 


TI 


the stake center was, once again, renovated. Raleigh Ist Ward members drove to 
Chapel Hill to meet in the beautiful new Durham Stake center. Members of the 
Raleigh 2nd and 4th Wards met at the Garner building. While this was somewhat 
of an inconvenience, the distances were still not as great as members of most 
other North Carolina stakes had to travel, and the other stakes had no nearby 
buildings to which they might look forward. 


The Institute Building 


The young single adults of the Raleigh Stake had been looking forward to a 
unique kind of building, an Institute Building. For over twenty years, college age 
members had met for Institute classes in local chapels, or classrooms on the 
North Carolina State University campus. When officials of Brigham Young 
University announced that there would be an enrollment ceiling, students 
throughout North Carolina began to think more seriously about attending local 
campuses. Enrollment in the Raleigh program steadily increased until it reached 
over 100 college age students, the magic number needed for consideration for an 

actual building. 


As students 
became more 
enamored with 
the idea of 
attending local 
schools, Church 
leaders felt that 
more _ tithing 
dollars should 
be dedicated to 
the building up 
of Institutes of 
Religion. In the 
early 1990’s the 
Church _ subsi- 

Institute Building serving N. C. State University Students dized the cost of 

in Raleigh North Carolina education at 

Church-spon- 

sored schools at a rate of approximately $2,700 per year. The Church’s annual 

subsidy to students at Institutes of Religion was $27. President Gordon B. 

Hinckley, who had served as the chairman of the executive committee of the 

Church board of education for many years, set plans into motion to give Institute 
of Religion students a greater share of the resources of the Church. 





Beginning in 1994, Robert Lee, the local Church Educational System coor- 
dinator, and Jerold Burns, the CES Area Director for the US Southeast Area, 
examined every available property north of Hillsborough Street, across from the 
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North Carolina State campus. Their efforts produced nothing, but students were 
made aware of the interest the Church had in providing an Institute building. Any 
time a “For Sale” sign appeared in the target area, students were quick to follow 
up to see if the property might be of interest to the Church. 


In March, 1996, David Henderson, a student at NC State, saw a “For Sale” 
sign in front of the Chi Omega sorority house at 6 Enterprise Street. He visited 
with the sorority adviser and, sensing that this might be of interest to the Church, 
called Brother Lee. On the 11th of April, the building was purchased and plans 
were made to renovate the building so that it could become a center for Latter- 
day Saint young single adults throughout the stake. 


Fran 


It was a time of pioneering in the stake, a time of some inconvenience, a time 
of looking forward with longing. When the Stake Center closed on June 2, 1996, 
it would be more than a year and 1.5 million dollars before the Saints would 
return. Before the renovations on the building were complete, the whole town of 
Raleigh would be renovated by a monster known simply as “Fran.” 


On Monday, September 9th, 1996, all of North Carolina watched television 
and listened to radio reports of the coming storm. As the storm grew closer to 
Raleigh, power went out throughout the county. In the middle of the night the eye 
of the hurricane passed over much of the stake. As morning dawned people 
stepped out into what had been peaceful, well-kept neighborhoods to discover 
what appeared to be war zones. Fallen trees crashed into homes and automobiles, 
power was off everywhere. The devastation was shocking. Yards were littered 
with debris from the storm, streets were impassable. Early reports estimated that 
Wade Avenue would not be open for a year. 


Within hours the whining blare of chain saws filled the air. Monstrous trucks 
circulated throughout the area. Roads were gradually opened but electricity in 
some places was slow to be restored. Mountains of cut wood began to appear in 
rural areas within the county as great trucks deposited fallen trees. Estimates of 
the damage were near $4.5 billion. 


What was the result? Neighbors got to know each other. People helped 
each other clear yards, extension cords ran from houses that had electricity to 
those which had none. Gas grills began to appear in driveways as families 
cooked meat that was stored in powerless freezers and shared the meal with 
neighbors. 


Wards organized into teams, including Aaronic Priesthood and Young 
Women, and went to member homes to clean up. Once the members had been 
helped, the teams went to the homes of neighbors of members and continued 
for hours, day after day. Non-members were shocked by the efforts made by 
LDS youth to help them clean up and expressed their appreciation in letters to 
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the editors of local newspapers. A spirit of love and unity that will never go 
away developed among those who shared in this relief effort. 


The Arts Rotation 


The stake had a vision and focus, it also had talent. During the administra- 
tion of President Taggart, it was determined that cultural events, involving as 
many stake members as possible, would occur each year. In 1994, the stake pro- 
duced “The Redeemer,” an oratorio written by Robert Cundick, former organist 
with the Tabernacle Choir. The production was directed by Sally Plautz, who 
ably conducted a beautiful choir through some very difficult music. Peggy Lee 
provided the organ accompaniment. The next year, 1995, saw the return of the 
one-day road shows. And, 1996 was to be the year of the broadway musical. 
However, with the renovation of the stake center, no adequate place existed in 
the stake for such an undertaking. It was therefore determined that another “ora- 
torio” would be performed. On October 18, 1996, while the community was still 
in the thick of cleaning up the Hurricane Fran mess, the Raleigh Stake presented 
Mendelssohn’s “Elijah.” Stake members attended rehearsals every Saturday for 
months, under the direction of Patti Maxwell, with Peggy Lee accompanying. As 
involved and difficult as these productions were, they would pale in comparison 
to the events that lay on the horizon. 


The Handcart Trek 


For nearly a year in advance, members of the stake, under the direction of 
Sister Marilyn Taggart, had met to organize a local celebration for the 150th 
anniversary of the arrival of the Latter-day Saints in the Salt Lake Valley. Along 
with many other stakes throughout the Church, the decision was made to stage a 
handcart trek with real handcarts. Nearly 300 youth participated in the activity 
and several hundred adults became involved as “Ma’s and Pa’s” of pioneer fam- 
ilies, captains, medical support, actors, cooks, chauffeurs, etc. 


It was, quite simply, the most ambitious youth activity ever attempted in the 
history of the stake. There was a handcart building committee, a meal commit- 
tee, trail, encounter, music, games, housing, kick-off celebration, portajon and 
sewing committees. 


On the evening of Thursday, July 23rd, the kick-off began. It was one of the 
first activities held in the renovated stake center. During the kick-off an event 
took place that would be replicated several times in years to come: the fire alarm 
went off. 


The piercing sound of fire truck sirens, together with the pioneer games and 
trek preparation activities, made it an evening to remember. One of the final 
events of the night was the reenactment of the martyrdom of the Prophet Joseph 
Smith (played by Gary Keith). After the heartbreaking scenes had passed, 
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Brigham Young (played by Ray Romney) stood before the group and declared 
that the Saints would leave for the West. 


Connie Stires wrote, “The evening, though humid, was lovely. Everyone 
was walking about in pioneer attire, both inside the church and mingling on the 
lawn. There was an air of excitement and everyone was visiting and happy. It was 
a wonderful scene.” 


The next morning the companies drove to the Blue Ridge Mountains in the 
western part of the state. Lunch was distributed: one cheese stick, one beef jerky 
stick, one roll, one package of crackers, one banana, one granola bar with noth- 
ing to drink and no snacks. At the drop-off point reality set in. The Blue Ridge 
Mountains in July were the nearest thing to a tropical rain forest. In the midst of 
the stifling heat, handcarts were loaded and reloaded until they could be moved 
without their contents becoming dislodged. As the great company of Saints 
neared the first campsite the rains came. 


At first the rain was a comfort. However, as it continued and darkness began 
to set in, the reality of the situation also set in. Unless everyone worked, and 
worked hard, all would be wet throughout the whole night. In a matter of min- 
utes the status of group members no longer depended on how pretty one looked 
or how nice one’s clothing might be. What mattered most was one’s willingness 
to work and cooperate. Superficial beauty didn’t make it through the first day. 
From the mud and sweat of the trail, substantial beauty emerged over the course 
of the next two days, as exhausted youth helped pull the carts and set up camps. 


Pioneer events were staged along the way: kidnappings, robberies, deaths, 
Indian raids. The events provided welcome rest and, as the days progressed, a 
deeper appreciation for the sacrifices of the pioneers. The food committee, 
chaired by Paul Bartholomew and ReNae Christensen, provided such luxuries as 
beans and franks, Brunswick stew, and other delicacies most youth would avoid 
if they were home. Yet the workers in the food lines heard a chorus of thank you’s 
and other expressions of appreciation; and this, for the simplest of meals. Not 
only was there deep appreciation, but the food really did taste good. 


As the second day ended, Connie Stires wrote, “We moved on. The trail was 
long at times and the heat and humidity were still a problem and oppressive. .. . 
It is amazing how one foot in front of the other eventually gets you where you 
need to be.” 


A marvelous clearing near the new campsite had been designated as the spot 
for the Saturday night dance. “After showers and dinner,” recorded Sister Stires, 
“we all headed for the big meadow for the square dancing festivities. . . . When 
the dancing began, the whole valley was alive with youth whirling and running 
circles.” Music was provided by guitars and fiddles (Gary Dumars provided 
musicians with modern amplification), and after each song there seemed to be a 
collective roar go up from the camp. The energy, that had been sucked out of the 
strongest during the day, was replenished by simple singing and dancing in the 
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night. None who were there could doubt that such activities had had a similar 
effect on the early pioneers. During the evening, President Taggart, looking for 
all the world like a cavalry officer, stopped the activity to say that there was a 
need for men to serve in the Mormon Battalion. Little did the young women real- 
ize what this little dramatization would mean to them in the days ahead. 


On Sunday, President Taggart presided at Sacrament Meeting, which was 
held in the same meadow where the dance had been held the night before. For 
those who had been wondering, it became clear why Latter-day Saints, unlike 
many religious groups, have choristers lead the singing. It was quite impossible 
for the large group, spread out over such a large area to stay together without 
someone waving his hand to keep the voices together. While there might not be 
as great a need today, the presence of a chorister in Sacrament meeting reminds 
Latter-day Saints of days on the plains when choristers were needed to unify dis- 
tant voices. 


Sunday School and Priesthood/Young Women meetings followed, along 
with a welcome lunch. After lunch, the Pony Express arrived with letters from 
home. Mothers and fathers of the youth on the trek had been asked, several 
weeks previously, to write their children a letter, encouraging them, sharing tes- 
timonies and expressing love. “The youth,” Connie Stires remembered, “were 
encouraged to go off on their own with their letters for a couple of hours and pon- 
der, pray and read the scriptures, and have time to meditate.” 


That night, the Sabbath was concluded with a testimony meeting. It was 
unlike many that had preceded it. It was full of appreciation for pioneers, for par- 
ents, and for the atonement of Jesus Christ. 


The next day, Monday, the company wound its way through the mountains. 
The road for the most part was flat and travel was easy. Then there came a sharp 
bend in the road beyond which could be seen the ominous figure of President 
Taggart sitting atop a very large horse. He announced that the men, old and 
young, were to simulate that they were “gone.” The women were to carry on as 
if the men had left to be part of the Mormon Battalion. The spot that had been 
chosen for this disaster was at a point where the road seemed to go straight up 
into the air. The men and boys quietly stepped aside and the girls prepared to 
move the carts, still heavily loaded, up a hill that would have been a test for the 
strongest men. 


When the women attempted to push the carts nothing happened. The load 
was too heavy. At first, the boys snickered a bit because of the frail nature of the 
girls. But the girls persisted, grouped and regrouped and finally got the carts 
moving. The strains of their effort echoed up and down the trail. As the boys 
watched the frail bodies toiling and heard the groans of their sisters, they begged 
the leaders to let them help. The girls refused to be helped. And in their help- 
lessness the boys turned their faces away and cried. 
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Connie Stires wrote, 
“We dismantled the ban- 
ner and lashed the pole to 
the front of the cart so the 
girls could lean their bod- 
ies across the bar for 
added push as they pulled 
the handcart up the hill. 
Some were turning the 
wheels [by hand] and oth- 
ers were pushing from 





behind as they had done in - 
the past... . The path was Handcart Trek 
steep . . . the load was 


heavy .. . the heat and humidity persisted and the long dresses, bonnets and 
aprons added to the rising heat, but the spirit of determination was strong. 
Toward the top of the hill, wonderful music came forth and angels [young men 
dressed as angels] appeared from nowhere, pushing the back of the carts. [The 
hymn] ‘The Spirit of God [Like a Fire Is Burning’] resounded through that 
mountain trail and Nathan Taggart was the angel who appeared and pushed 
alongside his sister Meredith.” 


After a time “the angels” left and the girls continued their struggle up the 
hill. Finally, Dr. David Henderson, who had been watching carefully to see that 
no one was in medical danger, declared, “The battalion returns!” Boys and men 
rushed to the handcarts. Some carried the exhausted girls to the side of the road 
to rest, some girls were carried the rest of the way. Spontaneously the boys, who 
had begun the experience by mocking their weaker sisters, cried out, “Three 
cheers for the girls!” And the cheers echoed through the tropical forest. 


Moments later, Brigham Young (still played by Ray Romney) appeared on 
the trail. He pointed to a distant mountain top and shouted, “This is the right 
place! Drive on!” Into the hearts of those who had made this trek there came an 
immediate and profound gratitude for the magnificence of the pioneers who had 
made their journey in reality 150 years earlier. What an accomplishment! What 
a legacy! And into the hearts of all there came the sure knowledge that such a 
journey could not have been made without the watchcare of a loving Heavenly 
Father. Similarly, they came to understand in a small way, that their life’s jour- 
ney could not be made without that same Divine watchcare. 


Wrote Sister Stires, “The peace and the beauty of the mountains, the fel- 
lowship of the Saints, and a common goal brought us together for a moment in 
time with each other, and with Saints who sacrificed their all that we might enjoy 
the sweet blessings of the Gospel today!” 


A bond was established with those who made this trek that has not been bro- 
ken with time. Youth who were thrown together into make-believe “families 


77 





still look at each other as brothers and sisters. “Ma’s and Pa’s” who watched over 
the youth still ask about their lives and give them hugs when they pass in Church 
meetings. 


The Rescue 


Similar kinds of activities were held throughout the Church in 1997, When 
it all came to a close, President Gordon B. Hinckley encouraged the Saints to 
remember the rescue efforts made for those who were lost along the trail. He 
pleaded with Church leaders and members to make rescuing the less-active a 
greater priority in every unit of the Church. In many respects the sensitivity dis- 
played by members of the Raleigh Stake to this important aspect of the gospel 
can be traced to the experiences they had along the trail in the Blue Ridge 
Mountains in July 1997. 


More Smaller Temples 


At the October 1997 General Conference, President Gordon B. Hinckley 
announced plans to construct small temples in remote areas of the Church that 
had small LDS populations. Local members rejoiced at the blessing being given 
to Saints living in those remote areas. At the same time, it seemed that the idea, 
the dream, of having a temple in North Carolina, might not be terribly unrealis- 
tic. 


At the 168th Annual General Conference of the Church, President Hinckley 
announced a program to construct an additional 30 smaller temples. The new 
temples, it was announced, would bring the total number of operating temples in 
the Church to an even 100 by the end of the year 2000. It was the 5th of April, 
1998. 


Blessings For Young Single Adults 


That same week the first classes were held in the newly renovated Raleigh 
Institute of Religion at 6 Enterprise Street. This important structure added 
strength and stability to the growing young single adult population in the Raleigh 
Stake. This program, together with the creation of the Raleigh University Ward, 
in 1997, provided young single adults with a solid social framework in which to 
live a gospel-centered life. Up until the creation of the University Ward the 
young single adults were scattered throughout the stake, meeting in groups of 12- 
15 in their local wards. With the creation of the Ward, there were soon over 100 
young members getting together each week. 


The first bishop of the Raleigh University Ward was Jere Snyder, and the 
ward met in the Garner Ward Building. One of the first indications that the pro- 
grams being offered young single adults was working was the number of temple 
marriages between local members. While this presented some challenges to 
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Bishop Snyder to keep his ward staffed, it was the best of problems to have. Prior 
to the summer of 1998, Bishop Snyder determined that he would have all of his 
officers in place (elders quorum president, Relief Society president, and so forth) 
before the summer began, so that these officers could learn their duties and be 
ready when the school year began. Before the summer ended most of his new 
officers were married. 


The Raleigh Temple 


Summer weddings meant many trips to the temple in Washington, D.C., to 
watch these young people begin their lives together. The traffic around the 
Washington Beltway, always a problem in the past, seemed to be growing. The 
cost of making the trip had become a great burden to families. But the Saints had 
not complained. It was, after all, a temple. The four and a half hour drive gave 
one time to think. Couples could use the time to discuss family matters. Friends 
could develop richer relationships. 


On September 10, 1998, the First Presidency announced that a temple 
would be built in North Carolina. Two months later, President Gordon B. 
Hinckley came to North Carolina to announce that the temple would be built in 
the Raleigh-Durham area. At the meeting, held in Minges Coliseum on the East 
Carolina University campus in Greenville, President Hinckley urged members 
to prepare for the temple, to do all they could to get their lives in order. The 
prophet explained that, while the temple would be small, it would be the House 
of the Lord in every sense. Sister Hinckly accompanied her husband and 
delighted the audience with her musings about being the prophet’s wife. She 
explained that there were moments when she would be puttering around the 
house and the thought would come into her mind, “How did a nice girl like me 
get into a mess like this?” Elder and Sister M. Russell Ballard of the Quorum of 
the Twelve accompanied President and Sister Hinckley. 


A few weeks later, the specific site was announced. The property purchased 
by the Church in 1995, the property in Apex, the property Kermit Nichols had 
selected because it was big enough for a temple, would become the site of the 
first House of the Lord in North Carolina. 


Becoming Part of the New Temple 


The announcement of the temple changed the lives of many members. 
Priesthood leaders throughout the stake set into motion ambitious reactivation 
efforts that would result in many Saints renewing their temple recommends for 
the first time in years. New members also had greater enthusiasm to prepare to 
attend the temple. This temple was not a building they had never seen some- 
where in Maryland. It was a building they could see, something they could drive 
by every day if they wanted to. 
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The groundbreaking 
ceremonies took place on 
a beautiful, clear day: 
January 27th, 1999. Elder 
Loren C. Dunn, of the 
First Quorum of the 
Seventy, and, at the time, a 
member of the Area 
Presidency, presided. In 
anticipation of the cere- 
monies, youth from 
throughout the temple dis- 
trict were invited to come 
and help clear the ground. 
Enthusiastic youth came 
with willing hands and 
strong backs to clear 
debris and limbs from the site. As they worked, it was discovered that there was 
much poison oak and poison ivy on the site. While the after-effects of these 
plants were painful, the scars were worn as a badge of honor by those who were 
afflicted. It became proof that they had been at the temple site, and that they were 
a part of history. 
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Site Plat of Raleigh, North Carolina Temple 


A Man Come For Such a Time As This 


In his remarks at the groundbreaking, President Taggart gave a report of the 
events that led to approval of the project by Apex city officials. “We met with the 
Apex Planning Department,” he said, “to explain the nature of the project and get 
their suggestions. 
These were pleas- 
ant, professional 
meetings, at 
which we gained 
the strong impres- 
sion that our 
planned temple 
would be well- 
received.” Part of 
that pleasant rec- 
eption was due to 
the efforts of 
Brother Joe 
Barnes. Brother 
Barnes had been 
involved as a cor- 





Current and former Stake Presidents at Temple groundbreaking 
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porate executive for many years in the Apex area. He had served as president of the 
Chamber of Commerce and had served in the stake presidency with President Weed 
and President Thornton. He was a familiar face to those who would have to give 
approval for the project. Not only was he a familiar face, he was a Latter-day Saint 
who had built a massive bridge of friendship and integrity to the hearts of civic and 
business leaders in Apex. There can be no doubt that the hand of the Lord placed 
such a man in Apex to prepare the way for His holy house to be built. 


Ye Are the Temple of God 


President Taggart reminded the Latter-day Saints who assembled at the 
ground-breaking that there was another temple under construction in North 
Carolina. Quoting the Apostle Paul, he said, “Know ye not that ye are the tem- 
ple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? If any man defile the tem- 
ple of God, him will God 
destroy, for the temple of God 
is holy, which temple ye are.” 


“We members of the 
Church,” President Taggart 
continued, “attend the temple to 
serve our Heavenly Father. We 
describe the significance of this 
building with words like sancti- 
fication, purity, reverence, 
cleanliness, and dedication. 
Should not these words also 
describe us - those other ‘tem- 
ples’ in which the Spirit of God 
dwells? . . . Brothers and 
Sisters, as we watch the founda- 
tion laid, the walls and roof and 
spire constructed. . . let us 
resolve that equivalent prepara- 
tion will take place in our lives, 
so that we are more fit, more 
ready, more worthy to enter this 
house. Let us shore up the foun- 
dation, which is faith in Jesus Christ in our own lives.” 





Groundbreaking of Raleigh, N.C. Temple 


With the speeches concluded, President Loren C. Dunn, dedicated the 
ground. He then invited current and past priesthood leaders to join him in cere- 
monially turning the dirt that would set in motion the construction of the House 


of the Lord. 
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Joseph 


While there were changes in many lives, stake activities continued on sched- 
ule. A broadway-type musical production had been spoken of for many years, but 
something always seemed to postpone it. Finally, in April 1999, the stake pro- 
duced “Joseph, and the Amazing Technicolor Dream Coat.” The production was 
directed by Danny Martschenko, with Sue Mikkelsen and Bonnie Caldwell lead- 
ing an orchestra and chorus that seemed to include every member of the stake. 





Rehearsal of “Joseph and his Technicolor Dreamcoat” 


The unique characteristic of the production was the large number of ensemble 
pieces. It seemed as if each number required forty people to be successful. And 
the marvel of it all is that each was wonderful. All ages were represented. There 
was dancing and goofiness and fun. The hours of rehearsal and technical work 
are incalculable. Audiences received the production with great enthusiasm. For 
two and a half glorious hours, members could watch quality entertainment with- 
out wondering if there would be something offensive to ruin the evening. 


Floyd 


Later that year more than an evening would be ruined by the devastating 
effects of Hurricane Floyd. On the 15th of September, 1999, eastern North 
Carolina was pounded by merciless rains which continued for hours. When the 
day was done Wake County residents awoke to a slight mess but nothing that 
couldn’t be dealt with quickly. In the hearts of all there was a feeling of “Well, it 
wasn’t as bad as Fran.” That was surely true for the Raleigh area, but further east 
the damage would be the worst in the state’s history. Flood waters began to rise, 
homes were completely covered, the interstate highway was closed. And still the 
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waters kept rising. Animals died by the tens of thousands on hog and poultry 
farms. The devastation was impossible to describe. Days later, after the waters 
had receded, bedding and clothing were found twenty feet above the ground in 
tree limbs. 


With Chuck and Connie Stires acting as coordinators for the relief effort, the 
Raleigh Stake sent teams from every ward in the stake to assist the hundreds of 
families whose homes had been destroyed. In the first wave of teams, tetanus 
shots had to be received before workers could venture into the flooded areas. 
Later, crews were assembled to literally shovel the possessions of members from 
their homes to their front yards. Family pictures and keepsakes of every kind 
were simply washed away. 


Members who assisted with the efforts had their hearts touched by the loss- 
es suffered by so many, and feelings of gratitude for the simple things of life 
began to swell in the hearts of all who witnessed the devastation first hand. 


A Part of the Stone 


The events of life continue in their normal pattern. Storms come and go. 
Activities to involve members and gladden their hearts are planned and carried 
out. Wards continue to be created and additional buildings are sought after. Lives 
continue to be changed one by one, fulfilling the Lord’s purposes for His people 
in the last days. While the burdens may at times be heavy, the doctrines and 
covenants and ordinances of the restored gospel of Jesus Christ make those bur- 
dens easy to bear. 


Members of the Church in the Raleigh Stake are a part of a larger work. 
They are a part of the stone cut from the mountain without hands, seen by Daniel 
the prophet (see Daniel 2:31-36). Of this work, the Prophet Joseph Smith 
declared, “T]he truth of God will go forth boldly, nobly, and independent, till it 
has penetrated every continent, visited every clime, swept every country, and 
sounded in every ear, till the purpose of God shall be accomplished, and the 
Great Jehovah shall say the work is done” (History of the Church, 4:540). The 
history of the Raleigh Stake bears witness that the Prophet Joseph’s vision of the 
future of this Church was true. 





Chapter 8 
Holiness To The Lord, The House Of The Lord 


The Raleigh North Carolina Temple 


That which follows is a detailed account of the events leading to the com- 
pletion and dedication of the Raleigh North Carolina Temple as observed by 
Elder Gaylen and Sister Alaire Johnson. This gracious missionary couple was 
called by the Church to serve as missionaries and monitor the progress of the 
temple. We are deeply indebted to them for the descriptions and accounts that 
follow. President John C. Taggart’s remarks concerning these events are inserted 
in italics. 


Site Selection 


In July of 1998, prior to any public announcements, Chuck Petersen, the 
Church Real estate purchasing agent, met with President John Taggart of the 
Raleigh Stake to look at property for a “special project.” Four sites were con- 
sidered. The Church leaders had requested that they find a site next to an exist- 
ing or planned church facility. The one that was eventually recommended and 
approved was a twelve-acre site along State Highway 55 in Apex, North 
Carolina. The property had been purchased three years previously for the future 
construction of a stake center. 


Announcement 


On November 13, 1998, a Regional Conference was held in Greenville, 
North Carolina, at which President Gordon B. Hinckley repeated the announce- 
ment that had appeared in September in The Church News, that there would be 
a small temple constructed in the Raleigh area. This was all part of the program 
announced earlier by the Prophet to bring temples to the people. 


Architect and Contractor 


Dan Dills of Dills, Ainscough & Duff of Virginia Beach, Virginia, was cho- 
sen as the Architect and Walbridge, Aldinger of Detroit, Michigan, was chosen 
to be the General Contractor. Hired by Walbridge-Aldinger to supervise the con- 
struction were, Eileen Rakolta-Kiriluk as project manager, Gary Burrows- 
Stansbury as the site superintendent, and Greg Remmy as site engineer. 


84 





Approval and Site Preparation 


As occurs with all projects of its kind, there were many contacts with city 
officials. Between October 1998 and January 1999, Br. Catanzaro, Br. Dills and 
others held informal meetings with city officials and staff to ensure the prelimi- 
nary work was being done correctly. Site plans and architectural drawings were 
prepared. On 11 January, 1999, the Apex Planning Board met with Church rep- 
resentatives to determine which of the alternate site plans would be recommend- 
ed. The alternatives showed two different ways access to the J.C. Park behind 
the Church’s property could be provided. One plan showed the road along the 
west side of the Temple property, along the boundary with the adjacent neigh- 
borhood. The other, (the one the Church preferred), showed a slight alteration of 
the existing road. The head of the Parks and Recreation Department spoke 
against the Church’s preferred proposal, expressing concern about traffic safety 
for park users entering and exiting from a busy highway. Joe Barnes, a member 
of the Church and past President of the Apex Chamber of Commerce, presented 
the Church’s plan with large illustrations of the temple, temple site and proposed 
road changes. The Raleigh Stake Presidency had previously contacted all resi- 
dents of the Amherst subdivision, whose homes abut the property on the west, 
explaining the plans and alternatives for the park access. The president of the 
Amherst Homeowners Association spoke in favor of the Church’s proposal. In 
fact, the neighbors became our strongest allies. That meeting ended with the 
Church’s plan, and our favored placement of the access road, being recommend- 
ed for approval by the Town Commission. 


The following week, on January 18, 1999, it was necessary to appear before 
the Board of Commissioners with the Mayor, Keith B. Wetherly, conducting. 
Residents of the Amherst subdivision again spoke with much passion in favor of 
the Church’s keeping the road away from their subdivision. This made the 
approval much easier. There was some discussion about paving the access road 
to the park; it had never been paved before. It was decided the Church did not 
have to pave the road. (Subsequently, an agreement was reached between the 
Church and the town and the paving was completed.) 


Youth Cleanup Project 


At 9 a.m. on January 23, 1999, about fifteen hundred youth and leaders of 
the Raleigh Temple District began to arrive at the temple site. Russell R. 
Wilford, second counselor in the Raleigh Stake Presidency, coordinated the pro- 
ject. The time was divided so that each of eight stakes could participate in incre- 
ments of a little over an hour each. Their responsibility was to clear the site of 
underbrush and small trees in order to make it suitable for the groundbreaking. 
Much fun was had by all as they cooperated in the effort. The only casualty was 
when a driver of an airport van hit two of our members’ cars turning left into the 
property. No one was hurt but a man on the shuttle bus was very upset. Bishop 
Burke, a physician, checked every one to see if they were injured. While the shut- 
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tle bus driver was waiting for the police to come, some members took the occu- 
pants of the bus to the airport so they would not miss their flights. Heavy rain 
had been predicted all day long, but it was not until 5 minutes after the last group 
was preparing to leave that it began to rain. 


Groundbreaking 


The groundbreaking was held on Saturday, February 6, 1999. There was 
much excitement among the members of the Church as preparations were made 
for the groundbreaking. The Primary children learned songs they thought would 
be sung, but because of limited parking, and at the request of the Area 
Presidency, it was decided that only leaders and their families should attend. A 
choir of 85 adults made preparations under the direction of Kevin Hopkins, the 
Raleigh Stake Music Director, accompanied by Brother Gary Adams, to sing 
beautiful renditions of, Turn your Hearts, and The Spirit of God Like a Fire is 
Burning. Elder Loren C. Dunn of the First Quorum of Seventy, and a Counselor 
in the North America East Presidency presided and conducted the service. Elder 
David Ferrel, an Area Authority Seventy, also attended. Seated on the stand were 
President Kerry Lee and his wife Ann of the Durham Stake; President James C. 
Mooring and wife Susan of the Fayetteville Stake; President J. Avis Hamilton 
and his wife Joyce of the Goldsboro Stake; President J. Mitchell Scott and his 
wife Sue of the Greensboro Stake; President Robert L Deaver and his wife Jerry 
of the Kinston stake; President John C. Taggart and his wife Marilyn of the 
Raleigh Stake; and President Bradford L. Walker and his wife Becky of the 
Wilmington Stake. President Gary Smith, a counselor, represented the Winston- 
Salem Stake. President Bruce Smith was ill. 


The opening hymn, sung by the 
choir and congregation, was High on 
the Mountain Top and the opening 
prayer was given by Ralph Ingram, 
Patriarch and former President of the 
Raleigh Stake. The first speaker was 
Sister Jean Catlett, Public Affairs 
Director and a seminary teacher in the 
Fayetteville Stake. She spoke of her 
grandmother who joined the Church 
in North Carolina in 1915 and how 
grateful she was to her. The mission- 
aries were taken out of her area in the 
1920s, and it was not until 1949 that 
the missionaries came again and bap- 
tized her. They had an old garage that 
her grandmother had cleaned up, in 
Loren C. Dunn which the few members were able to 
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meet. She stated that, no matter where they met, she was not afraid to invite her 
friends there. She knew the gospel was true; that it was the restored gospel of 
Jesus Christ. She spoke of the time when George Albert Smith came to visit the 
area. Another time Apostle Ezra Taft Benson came to North Carolina and what 
a joy it was to have Elder Benson come to their home for dinner. She said he did 
not eat much, but went outside to talk with her father, who was not a member of 
the Church. He told him that he would someday be a leader in the Church, and 


that later came to pass. 


President John Taggart spoke next. After describing how the temple site had 
been chosen, he said that he met Br. Catanzaro, the Project Director for the 
Church, who allowed him to participate in interviewing and selecting architects 
and contractors. He spoke of meetings with town officials and neighbors. He 
said that never at any time was there a hint of opposition to the project. He then 
spoke of the importance of the temple, which would have inscribed above its 
doors “Holiness to the Lord”, describing the significance of the Temple with 
words like, “sanctification, purity, reverence, cleanliness, dedication.” 


“The building will be built of the finest materials, and will be clean through- 
out. Those who come here will be expected to treat it with great respect and rev- 
erence. We must prepare ourselves so as to be worthy to enter the Temple.” 
Then he challenged the people to prepare to enter into “this holy place... . Let 
us clean and polish the windows of our souls, so they expose us to the pure sun- 
light of the gospel of Jesus Christ. Let us prepare ourselves in all ways to 
become better, worthier, more Christ-like, so that our inner temples will match in 
holiness the temple that will be built and dedicated here. Only then can we enjoy 
the full benefits of attendance.” He encouraged the members to use the con- 
struction of the temple to reconstruct their lives so that they could enjoy the ben- 
efits of the temple together and perhaps even have other temples in North 
Carolina. 


The next speaker was Elder David W. Ferrel, who told of the first mission- 
aries coming to North Carolina in 1838. Jedediah M Grant wrote a letter from 
Surrey County, stating that he labored; that the message of the Church had never 
been known to the people of the area. He requested more Elders be sent. After 
June, two other missionaries came, by which time Brother Grant had already 
baptized four people. He then continued with a short review of the history of the 
Church in North Carolina up to the present. 


Elder Loren C Dunn was the concluding speaker. He said whenever the 
gospel is on the earth, there is a divine command to build temples. He continued 
by saying: “The blessings of attending the temple are at the heart of Latter-day 
Saint worship and early sacrifices to build these sacred buildings were willingly 
made as a means of securing the blessings of the Lord.” He spoke of the many 
temples that would be built very soon and said it would be a tremendous under- 
taking. He told the people that there were 26,800 members in this temple district 
with eight of the twelve stakes in North Carolina included. The North Carolina 
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Temple would become the 17th small temple under construction, with two oth- 
ers already finished. Elder Dunn asked those in attendance to sanctify their lives 
in and out of the temple. He added that the home is the only other place that can 
compare in sacredness with the temple. At the conclusion of his talk, Elder Dunn 
gave the groundbreaking prayer. 


After the prayer Elder Dunn, Elder Ferrel and the Stake Presidents stood in 
a line, each holding a shovel, and broke ground in an area where the temple 
would be built. Then former stake presidents, visiting dignitaries and other 
members, including several children, were invited to do the same thing. It was 
a wonderful feeling to know that this was the beginning of another temple in the 
latter days. 


Several newspapers in the area carried articles about the groundbreaking. 
Cary News writer Kim Metcalf wrote: “Joining an unprecedented worldwide 
building campaign under way by the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 
area Church leaders broke ground this weekend in Apex at the site of the state’s 
first Mormon temple.” The Cary News carried an article on February tenth about 
the groundbreaking, showing pictures of the displays and the architectural ren- 
dering of the Temple. The article was well-written and gave accurate details 
about the growth of the Church in this area as well as the Church’s teachings on 
eternal marriages and baptisms for the dead. 


Construction Begins 


President Taggart had announced to the people that the site work would 
begin within a week, but this was not to be. The civil engineer had to make some 
changes in the plans and it took several weeks to get a building permit from the 
Town of Apex. 


The construction trailer arrived February 9th and a smaller trailer for the 
missionary couple, Elder and Sister Johnson, arrived February 25th. On March 
24th, the day after the Town of Apex had given approval, the clearing of trees and 
brush began. Trenching for the footings began on the 26th of April and, because 
of rain on the 28th and 29th, there was no work. On the 30th of April they began 
digging the font area. Digging continued and rebar was placed in the font area 
for footings on May 3rd. Concrete was poured the next day to form the founda- 
tion of areas 1-3, the part of the temple on the north end, where the Celestial 
Room was to be located. Framing the font area walls, the mechanical areas on 
the north and a retaining wall on the road to the park on the south were finished 
by April 7th. On Monday, May 10th, the water pipes were being placed through 
the forms and rebar placed along footings. The road into the property between 
temple grounds and stake area was surveyed and laid out for the curb and gutter. 
Inspection took place on the 12th and the foundation walls in areas 1-3 were 
poured, using over 60 yards of cement. Also on the 12th, Joe Barnes reported on 
his investigation of the cost of our permit (almost $72,000), saying that there was 
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not much we could do about it. The last three days of the week the forms were 
stripped, removed and insulation added. At the same time, the road into the prop- 
erty was being graded and the light pole bases were excavated. 


The contract was to be finished by the Sth of November. In spite of almost 
two months of delay in getting approval of the plans, there was to be no delay in 
the completion date. As a result, from time to time there were people who want- 
ed to work on the Sabbath. On May 16th we found three men working on the 
site. Instructions were given to the Superintendent that this was not acceptable. 
The workers were told, “we have to keep the commandments and set a good 
example.” Another time, during the month of June, the mechanical people were 
under so much pressure to get the job finished, they also wanted to work on the 
Sabbath. Elder Johnson, the temple missionary, talked with their foreman and 
explained the Church’s stand on the Sabbath Day observance. The man said he 
appreciated our caring about his workers, expressed his thanks, and showed an 
interest in the teachings of the Church. One other group had been given the same 
counsel two weeks earlier, and they had worked until 12 PM on Saturday, and 
then returned very early Monday morning to finish. 


During the week of the May 17th the screen walls were formed for the 
mechanical area, the plumbers and electricians laid pipes and conduit, and water 
proofing of the font area and back-filling were completed. On the 21st of May 
the trenching for the conduit to the light poles was finished. The following week 
the floor area was readied for pouring of the concrete slab. 


The week of the 25th of May they laid a 12-inch water line into the temple 
area and placed the rebar for the floor slab in areas 1-3, including the Celestial 
Room, the dressing rooms and the two Endowment Rooms. The footings went 
in on the 24th, and the slab was poured on the 27th. The curb and gutter along 
the roadway were also poured on May 27th. The first sign of the structure pro- 
ceeding above ground was the installing of the steel for the tower on May 29th. 


The carpenters began framing the walls horizontally on the concrete slab so 
that whole sections could be raised vertically at one time. In spite of precautions 
to protect protruding pipes, there was some breakage, which had to be repaired 
later. A section of the east wall was raised June 4th; many comments were made 
on Sunday at church about the progress that was finally being seen. . Two thirds 
of the walls were in place by the 8th of June. In ten days’ time, the walls around 
the north end of the building as well as part of the east and west walls had been 
erected. Interior walls were going up by June 12th, followed by the raising of 
ceiling trusses on the 15th. After the forms were removed from around the font 
area on June 2nd the large hole that surrounded the font area was back-filled. The 
parking lot was also graded. The plumbers in the font area were also doing much 
work. On the 10th of June the oxen, angel, and font were delivered. The large 
crates were quite a curiosity for members who visited the site to watch the 
progress. When told of the contents of the crates many of them took pictures of 
them. 
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The 14th of June saw the trusses, bracing, roof sheathing, some flashing and 
part of the lower walls sealed. Even on Saturday, the 19th of June, the framers 
and plumbers remained hard at work. The beautiful Vermont marble was also 
delivered and locked in a trailer for safety. On the 21st of June the scaffolds were 
ready to be set up for the stone workers to begin their work of placing the thin 
marble cladding. Steel rebar was also in place for pouring the floor in the font 
area. The roof was ready for insulation over areas 1-3, and the ductwork began 
in the same area. By the 28th of June the slab had been poured in the baptismal 
area and the font was lifted in place. The walls that had been built on the slab had 
also been lifted in place on two sides. Stonework began on the north side of the 
temple on the 28th of June. 


Member Interest 


A temporary fence encircled the hard hat area. This, however, did not keep 
the members of the Church from coming onto the site with their little ones, who 
felt this was their temple and they should be able to go anywhere the workmen 
went. Even before the fence was raised, men would appear in their cars, driving 
slowly between graders, dozers, and compactors, trying to get a feel for what was 
occurring. One member, a 92-year old member of the Durham Stake, was 
warned that it was dangerous to drive around on the site. One day he was seen 
driving his car on the site road. Before any one could stop him he glided speed- 
ily across the site and onto the road that led to the baseball park. Another day 
after the oxen had been placed near the font area, a sister brought her two chil- 
dren to the area. She looked around and, spying the superintendent, she 
motioned with her hands for the children to hurry and touch the oxen before they 
were caught. Fortunately they did not fall in the large hole nearby. 


Every Sunday and Monday, families came by the dozens to peer into the 
unfinished building. Even though there were signs asking them not to go on the 
site, people would go around to where no signs were posted so as to see the build- 
ing better. The Temple missionaries, Elder and Sister Johnson, hung pictures of 
the progress of the construction for people to look at in their office/trailer. They 
also made two bulletin boards with pictures of the construction for the Cary and 
Raleigh meeting houses. They gave out pieces of the marble by the hundreds for 
people to cherish. However, for many of them, nothing could be better than 
touching or seeing close-up. Members came from the Outer Banks to the bor- 
ders of Tennessee and Virginia to take pictures and ask questions about the ded- 
ication date and other things. “What kind of stone?” Would we have oxen?” 
“Would the angel be gold?”, and many other questions were asked. 


Jeff Jackson of the Garner Ward, Raleigh Stake, set up a web site with pic- 
tures of daily occurrences, which people loved to see and read about. At one 
point he had counted over 4000 hits on his site. This satisfied many who were 
unable to visit the construction site. Then Brother Jackson began receiving e- 
mail requesting him to get in touch with the missionary couple to have them 
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speak at their wards and take pieces of marble to the members. Sometimes they 
visited as many as three wards on a Sunday. They also spoke at Saturday 
Primary activities. Thus many members of wards and branches in the area 
received small pieces of white marble from the temple site to remind them of the 
pure lives they should live in order to enter the temple. Some Relief Society and 
Young Women’s groups had large pieces cut so they could etch pictures of the 
temple on them. 


Many members came into the missionary couple’s office to tell of their 
ancestors who were early members of the Church. Two such were brothers Bill 
and Al Young, who told about being members in Apex in 1942-51. They were 
so excited, saying, “not in our wildest dreams would we ever expect a temple to 
have been built just three blocks from where we had lived!” Another lady in her 
eighties came to get a piece of the marble one day and with tears in her eyes said 
that her grandfather had been a member of the Church in Wake Forest. “Who 
would have thought,” she said, “that in my lifetime we would have a temple in 
North Carolina?” 


Some Interesting Occurrences 


The installation of vapor sheathing for the area around the font began on the 
16th of June and soon thereafter the rebar was down and preparations made to 
pour the floor. The day came when all was ready to pour concrete in the font 
area. The concrete trucks were ready in the afternoon, but the temperature kept 
going up, getting too hot to pour the concrete. Then from the west appeared a 
very large dark cloud, which settled over Apex. All around the perimeter of the 
cloud blue sky could be seen, but under the cloud the temperature came down 
about 10 degrees, making it possible to pour. Our superintendent was rather 
impressed with this event. 


Later, a day came when rain would prevent the work from continuing. It had 
been raining hard for two days, and rain had been forecast to last through 
Monday. Nevertheless, the Superintendent told the missionary couple he would 
go over to the site at 6 AM and wait until it stopped raining. He would then call 
his subcontractors and tell them that it was not raining in Apex and they should 
come to work. At 7:45 the rain stopped and he began calling his men. When 
they objected, saying that it was still raining in their area, they were told that it 
was not raining in Apex and they were to come to work. The day was dry, except 
during lunch, when it began to rain again. But by 1 PM it had ceased, so that the 
work could continue without interruption. 


Construction Continues 


Beginning in the middle of June workers placed plywood on the roof of the 
north section of the building and finished the superstructure for the mechanical 
area. On the outside of the building the cornices were applied. The walls around 
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the baptismal area were constructed and erected, beginning on June 28th and fin- 
ished on July 3rd. During the same week the stone masons were busy affixing 
the marble on the north side of the building. Workers were also able to attach the 
oxen to the font. Inside the building the HVAC people were busy installing duct- 
work and other things needed to provide heating and air conditioning in the 
building. Construction of the roof continued during the first week of July, as well 
as the area that would hold the tower with the Angel Moroni. Construction of 
the portico at the entrance of the temple began July 15th while the inside walls 
were being framed. The drywall continued on the south side of the building 
while the sheet metal workers were putting in the ductwork overhead. The next 
week they all moved to the middle section of the temple to continue there. The 
roofers during this time were working toward the south end of the building. 


Drywall framing began the 2nd week in July on the west side while the sheet 
metal duct work continued in the same area. By the 22nd of July the overhead 
catwalks and the upper walls were being finished. Stone workers were working 
on the east wall and roofers were above the baptistry. On July 27th at the sub- 
contractor’s meeting, two subcontractors were put on 48-hour notice that sup- 
plemental help would be hired at their expense due to their failure in keeping up 
with schedules because of insufficient manpower. On the 28th of July the caulk- 
ing of the marble began. 


Difficulties 
Not all the work went smoothly. 


The most important cause for concern and delay throughout the project 
involved affixing the marble to the exterior. Stonemasons had repeatedly under- 
estimated the amount of materials needed, so they were often held up waiting for 
stone and caulking to arrive and missed a number of good workdays. Also, they 
had a number of men quit on them. Because of this, they would work past the 
deadline for turnover of the building. 


In addition to poor estimates, there was a problem in the beginning with 
marble joint placement-they were asymmetrical on either side of the windows. 
The draftsman who was to have prepared the shop drawings for the marble place- 
ment had a heart attack before he finished his drawings. The masons, feeling 
pressure to get started on schedule, began without the needed drawings. The first 
marble was begun the last week of June and most of the marble on the north side 
was in place when Bruce Catanzaro, looking at Jeff Jackson’s Raleigh Temple 
site on the Internet, discovered the stone was not centered properly. When this 
was brought to the superintendent’s attention, he ordered the faulty stonework 
replaced. The sub-contractor responded with a letter that tried to throw the 
responsibility for the extra expense-thousands of dollars-back on Walbridge. To 
minimize this burden, the temple missionaries contacted the young adults from 
the Institute of Religion in Raleigh, and on the following Saturday, July 25th, ten 
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students came to the site and spent the day taking down the faulty stone, amount- 
ing to about 400 square feet. 


Other problems: 


1. On August 9th the windows on the south-west side had to be moved 1 1/2 
inches. Two other sets of windows also had to be moved. 


2. The drywall workers had problems with out-of-plumb walls that required 
corrective measures. 


3. We had a number of leaks in the roof that had to be repaired. 


4. At least eleven plumbing drain lines were either damaged, requiring 
repair, covered by concrete requiring locating and exposing, or else wrongly 
placed, requiring correction. 


5. The wall fabric in the women’s dressing room had to be removed on 
October 20th because there was a bulge in the wall. In fact, the week of October 
18th,, 20 yards of fabric had to be removed so the walls near the ceiling could be 
straightened. 


6. Because some of the windows were covered on the inside, there was a 
problem with heat and moisture venting that, again, required costly corrections. 


7. Many shipments of materials were delayed, like the doors that had been 
promised in September but didn’t show up until November. 


8. Then there was the day in October when the shipment containing the 
altars and many cupboards disappeared. We found they had been sent with a dri- 
ver whose blood test showed cocaine. A call came in on Saturday evening that 
the driver had been in jail, but was now on the Tennessee border of North 
Carolina. A relief driver had to be sent out to rescue the shipment. He asked to 
have it unloaded on Sunday, but was told we did not work that day. The mis- 
sionary couple went over to the site early on Sunday morning and found that the 
truck was not there. Later that day Gary Stansbury, the superintendent, also 
checked and the shipment was nowhere to be found. Monday morning however 
the shipment appeared with nothing missing. 


9. Other challenges were: walls that were not plumb, electrical fixtures not 
aligned properly and light soffits that sagged due to insufficient support. 


Member Participation 


There were many members of the Church in North Carolina who would like 
to have helped build the temple, but only a few were able to do this. Four of the 
finish carpenters were Latter-day Saints. They were Larry Greene, from 
California , and Josh Stevens, Herman Tant, and Eric Coombs from the Garner 
Ward, Raleigh Stake. A recently returned missionary from Raleigh, Derek 
Garrison, worked under the engineer in the office. The plumbing company had 
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two LDS members-Bill Braddy of the Wake Forest, Raleigh Stake, and Terry 
Holladay of Raleigh Fourth Ward. Terry is the owner of Rhodes Plumbing Co. 
and Bill was his superintendent. There was also a dry wall worker named Joey, 
a member of the Pinehurst Ward, Fayetteville Stake. Both Eileen Rakolta- 
Kiriluk and the CEO of Walbridge, John Rakolta, are members of the Church, as 
is Dan Dills, the lead architect. Many of the workers sent out by the Church from 
other areas were also members. 


Working With Subcontractors 


Every Tuesday, the sub-contractors held a meeting with Gary Stansbury. He 
gave them a three-week and a six-week schedule. At each meeting, not only were 
safety rules reiterated, but also the Church’s standards regarding not smoking in 
and around the building, not using bad language and wearing shirts at all times. 


Because so much time had been lost in the beginning, instead of having eight 
months to complete the building, there was just a little over six months left on 
the contract when the construction began. “Brother” Stansbury as he later 
became, was very dedicated to keeping this commitment for his company. He 
commented one day that his greatest challenge was trying to make up for the time 
lost in the beginning. It seemed to him that he could always hear the clock tick- 
ing. “It was so very different from building commercial buildings, everything 
had to be so exacting-the horizontals and the verticals.” 


As the time grew shorter the superintendent began to place a “Hot List” on 
a board in the foyer of the temple. This was written in black writing unless it was 
a critical item, which was printed in red. These were addressed to each of the 
sub-contractors who were on site, with specific instructions as to what was to be 
accomplished that day. They were also in view of every worker so that they were 
aware of their responsibilities that day. The following page is an example of the 
general list that was distributed: 


TO: SUB-CONTRACTORS 
RE: JOB SCHEDULING 


Following is the 6-week look-ahead finish schedule for the Temple. 
As the schedule is critical, please ensure manpower, materials, and equip- 
ment necessary to complete your portion of the work is available as required. 
Notify Gary Stansbury, project sup., IMMEDIATELY, in writing if there is 
any reason you cannot meet theses dates. 


July 12-16 #1:MEP O/H AND WALL 
#2: Frame 
#3: O/H 
19-23 #1:Ceiling frame and ceiling MEP 
#2 :MEP wall 
#3:Frame 
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#4 O/H 
26-30 #1: Sheet rock 
#2 Ceiling frame and ceiling MEP 
#3: MEP wall 
#4 Frame 
#5: O/H MEP 
#1: Tile and finish drywall 
#2: Sheet rock 
#3:Ceiling frame and ceiling MEP# 
#4 MEP WALL 
#5 Frame 
#6: O/H 
9-13 #1:Paint and trim 
#2: Tile and finish drywall 
#3: Sheetrock 
#4: Ceiling Frame and ceiling MEP 
#5: MEP wall | 
#6: O/H 
16-20 #1Lockers, plumbing fixtures, wallpaper 
#2 Paint and Trim 
#3 Trim and finish drywall 
#4: Sheet rock 
#5:Ceiling frame and ceiling MEP 
#6: MEP wall 
#7: Frame 
23-27 #1: Toilet partitions and MEP, trim fixtures, 
wallpaper 
#3: Paint and trim 
#4: Tile and finish drywall 
#5: Sheet rock 
#6: Ceiling frame and ceiling MEP 
#7: MEP wall 
30-Sep 3. #1:Lockers, plumbing fixtures, wallpaper 
#2: Paint and trim 
#3: Trim and finish drywall 
#4: Sheet rock 
#5: Ceiling frame and ceiling MEP 
#6: MEP wall 


The Schedule was an efficient way to keep contractors on task, but many 
adjustments had to be made. There were some delays in materials as well as 
times when some crews did not show up to work because they were sent to other 
sites. The electrical and mechanical contractors were the primary cause of delays 
because they failed to supply sufficient manpower for the job at critical times. 
There were times, as mentioned, when it became necessary for the sub-contrac- 
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tors to be put on 48-hour notice. Sometimes other companies supplied extra men 
which helped tremendously. 


Placement of the Angel Moroni 


The word went out among the stakes that the Angel Moroni would be raised 
on the Ist day of September. People began arriving on the temple site by 9:30 
AM. There was much excitement when the crate, having been brought in front 
of the temple, was opened so people could see inside. There lay the magnificent 
gleaming gold statue. Protruding through the bottom was a square, dark red steel 
tube through which the conductors to the lightning rod on the head would be 
placed. Both the tower and the Angel Moroni were to be raised that day. 


The site opposite the temple was cleared so that parking was available. 
However it became necessary to use the baseball field and side street parking 
also. It was estimated that twelve to fifteen hundred people were present. Two 
TV stations sent out crews to film the event. Also, newspaper reporters were pre- 
sent. WRAL had a short blurb on the 6 PM news and WB22 had extensive cov- 
erage in which they interviewed several members. 


While everyone watched and waited, a blind lady, Sister Agnes Creech of 
the Raleigh 2nd Ward, along with two young children, were ushered to the box 
holding the statue of Moroni. Gloves were placed on Sister Creech’s hands. 
Slowly she reached out, tenderly caressing the form and the trumpet he was hold- 
ing. She would not be able to see the angel raised to the top, nor ever see the 
brilliant gold that surrounded him, but would always remember how large and 
how smooth he felt. The children were also allowed to feel the statue. People 
waited patiently for the tower to be raised first and a lightning rod brought up 
which would be secured to the head of the Angel. Close to an hour later, the 
crane placed the Angel atop without any problems. At 1:30 PM, as a man inside 
the tower reached out and guided the Angel Moroni to its resting-place, the 
crowd clapped and sang The Spirit of God Like a Fire is Burning. One family 
held a large sign that read: “Families are Forever”. A three-year-old girl, when 
interviewed by a reporter sang, from beginning to end, / Love to See the Temple. 


Attendance at the installation of the Moroni Statue on top of the temple was 
larger than expected. It had been announced in meetings across the temple dis- 
trict but no great effort had been made to encourage people to attend. Still, many 
came and, as a result, there was some traffic congestion and a few neighbors 
seemed disgruntled. Under Sister Randolyn Emerson’s direction, flyers were 
distributed in the Amherst Subdivision that evening, explaining the event and 
apologizing for any inconvenience. 


This was followed the next day by a group representing another denomina- 
tion distributing some “anti- Mormon” literature. A few evenings after that, there 
was seen a group of people in the entrance, with their hands high in the air, in a 
prayer circle. 


96 








The Project Continues 


During August and the first part of September the plumbers were still work- 
ing, as were the sheet metal workers doing ductwork in the baptistry. The fram- 
ing continued as well. The stonemasons would continue on into the 2nd week of 
December. The stone work was very tedious. The owner of the company said 
he had no idea when he bid the job that it would entail so much work. There was 
a lot of cornice work and each piece had to be cut precisely. Two of the masons 
who were very good quit in October. Wade, a young black man, would always 
bring the left-over pieces to a big box near the missionaries’ trailer so the mem- 
bers could get a souvenir. Elder Johnson cut many pieces, some cut to a size on 
which pictures of the temple were to be etched. 


Hurricane Floyd 


For several days prior to the 16th of September North Carolinians were told 
that Hurricane Floyd was headed inland and that Apex would be directly in its 
path. On the 16th of September, early in the morning, the path had changed to 
the northeast. The day before, four of our young missionaries, Elders Donn R 
Hayes II, Scott Blake, Hardman and Luke B. Draper, appeared at the site to help 
tie everything down and get rid of any rubbish that might cause damage. Even 
though the warnings were given, the electricians were still working on conduit 
and the plumbers continued pressurizing water lines in the walls. The sheathing 
on the lower part continued, as did the framing in the baptistry. The Lord was 
watching over His Temple. The damage in the Apex area was minimal and only 
puddles of water surrounded the temple area. 


The week of September 20th found the painters doing miscellaneous prepa- 
ration work for the rooms at the north end of the building. Things were begin- 
ning to look like a finished product. 


Missionary Opportunities 


Some of the workers on the site would at times ask questions about the 
Church. Several names were sent to the missionaries in both the Raleigh and the 
Charlotte missions. A picture of the Savior was hung in the entrance hall along 
with a copy of The Articles of Faith, where people could see and read. One 
hopes that those people who had thought we did not believe in Christ, would 
understand better our position. This caused others to ask questions about the 
Church. Several workers at times met with the Johnsons in their office and 
talked about the gospel while eating lunch. 


One day a man making a delivery to the temple stopped Elder Johnson and 
said he wanted to speak to him. While the truck was being unloaded they had a 
conversation about the temple and the Church, which prompted him to ask that 
the missionaries be sent to his home. 
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Elder Johnson on 29th of September baptized the building superintendent, 
Gary Stansbury, in the Apex ward. At this writing several others are still speak- 
ing with the missionaries. After the Moroni statue was placed on the temple, 
many people would stop and ask what he represented. Cars would slow down 
and the occupants could be seen gazing at the angel. This happened especially as 
they were driving home from work. Some would ask what the building was. 


Member Volunteers 


Members in the area were always looking for ways to help. On October 
23rd twenty-four men showed up with shovels and rakes to take out the scrub 
oaks and other small plants along the tree protection area before the road con- 
struction began along highway 55 (Williams St.). The town of Apex required the 
widening of the road at this point so that people leaving the temple site would 
not interfere with traffic flow. The activity was under the direction of Joe Barnes 
from Raleigh Stake, Co-chairman of the Physical Facilities Subcommittee of the 
Local Temple Committee. The work was accomplished in a little less than two 
hours. 


On the 3rd of November the youth from Wake Forest Ward, under the direc- 
tion of Bill Braddy, Priest quorum advisor, arrived on the site with shovels and 
rakes. Their job was to prepare the area around the temple for planting of the 
lawn. There was much debris scattered about by the workmen. It was removed 
and rakes were used to smooth out the dirt, and a ridge was dug about the perime- 
ter for the sod to be laid. 


Local members involved in cleaning the temple included Linda Scadden, 
Lidia Claror, Karen Stephens, Angie Henderson, Lauren Francesconi, Otis 
Durrant, Anthony Cannon, Christy Lamkins, Barbara Jackson, Marta Anderson, 
John Clayton, Grahme and Loris Jensen, Kathy Knight, and Dale and Connie 
Shelley. They worked under the direction of Branson and Laurie Titus, profes- 
sional cleaners who had also done the Columbia South Carolina Temple. 


The End Nears 


By November Ist the electricians still had not finished their work, nor had 
the finish carpenters, who had been waiting for some time for the doors to arrive. 
The glass around the font and the plastic mats from the font to the dressing rooms 
were installed that week. 


Carpet installation occurred at this time and the workers began wearing 
booties over their shoes to keep the carpets clean. The plumbers were also fin- 
ishing up their projects. Church specialists doing the gold-leafing were already 
on the job, having finished the baptismal area before the end of October. Gold 
leafing was affixed by laying down a strip of adhesive onto which they pressed 
the paper-backed gold leaf. Straight lines were made along the wainscot while 
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stenciled patterns of adhesive were applied near the recessed lights near the ceil- 
ing and above the chandeliers. The two Sealing rooms and the Celestial room 
were finished the first week of November, giving the rooms a feeling of ele- 
gance. The two men sculpting the carpets finished their job on the 12th of 
November, leaving beautiful patterns in the white carpets in the Celestial room 
and the two Sealing rooms. 


Punch Lists 


As the project neared completion, there began arriving the week of the 8th 
of November persons who had supervisory responsibility for the project. Bruce 
Cantanzaro, Temple Project Manager of the Eastern Region, Eileen Rakolta- 
Kiriluk, Project Manager, Boyd Erickson, head of the Church’s White Team and 
Dan Dills, the Architect, all came to start the punch lists and discuss what 
changes needed to be made. Throughout the building of the temple these people 
along with the engineer, Greg Remmy, Pres. John Taggart, and the temple mis- 
sionaries held monthly meetings to discuss the progress of construction. 
Whenever possible, these meetings were held the last Wednesday of the month. 


Examples of changes required included the following: Baseboards in room 
112 had to be modified because the door was located 8 inches off. Sheet metal 
coping was not acceptable and had to be completely removed and replaced. 
Much touch-up painting was required throughout the building as well as touch- 
up caulking where the wall covering met trim. The wall covering had not been 
completed and some carpeting had not been sealed. Some grilles had to be 
cleaned and/or repainted. There were electrical cover plates left off. Door 
thresholds had to be replaced or caulked. These and other items were noted for 
correction on the punch list of November 10th. 


These inspections continued from week to week. The week of November 
16th other punch list items were noted including these: The mechanical grilles 
needed to be sealed to the walls. The entranced had to be installed. The water 
fountains had to be sealed to the wall. Rail covers had to be completed. The wire 
connecting the chandelier to the ceiling had to be tightened. The trim at the fas- 
cia was discussed. People were sent to adjust the locker doors and secure the 
lockers to the wall. In addition, the following start-up issues were noted: The font 
leaked. There was no floor drain in laundry room. A sensor did not work. A park- 
ing lot post light needed a hinge. The coping needed painting and labeling. The 
marble around the roof access doors was not complete. There were several prob- 
lems in the locker areas. These were just a few of the items that were being 
addressed before the building could be turned over to the Church on the 19th. 


Interior Decorating 


The temple took on a different atmosphere when, during the week of the 
14th of November, Greg Hill, the interior designer started placing the furniture 
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that had been arriving on Monday of that week. The week before, several sis- 
ters from the Raleigh Stake had carefully finished hanging the crystal on the 
chandeliers, giving an elegant look to the Sealing rooms and the Celestial room. 
Now the rooms were breathtaking. Adding to the beauty of the rooms were the 
extraordinarily beautiful arrangements of flowers created by Karen Henderson. 


On Sunday evening of this same week the presidents of the stakes in the 
temple district, the mission president, and others toured the building. They were: 
President and Sister Esplin of the Raleigh North Carolina Mission, Presidents 
Deaver, Hamilton, Mooring, Scott, Smith, Taggart, and Walker, along with 
Presidents Maxwell and Wilford, counselors in the Raleigh Stake Presidency, 
Bishop Moran of Kinston, and Chuck Anderson of the Raleigh Stake High 
Council. Many members of the subcommittees also toured the building in order 
to prepare for their assignments during the open house and dedication. 


Turning over the Temple to the Church 


The Raleigh Temple was turned over to the Church November 19th at a 
meeting in the brides’ room. Attendees were President Richard Daniel Lee 
(Temple President) and his counselors, Presidents Gulledge and Baughan, Terry 
Floyd (Temple Department), Dan Dills (Project Architect), Elder Gaylen and 
Sister Alaire Johnson (Project Missionary Couple), Eileen Rakolta-Kiriluk 
(General Contractor), Gary Stansbury (Superintendent), Eddie Simmons 
(Facilities Management Group), Bruce Catanzaro (Project Manager TCD) and 
Allen Erekson (Temple Construction Department Manager). Elder Johnson gave 
the invocation. Bruce Catanzaro conducted. He stated that it was a wonderful 
project to be involved in. He added that he felt a strong kinship with Brother 
Stansbury from the first meeting they had together right after the temple ground- 
breaking because of Brother Stansbury’s commitment to completing the project 
on time. The Spirit of the Lord is especially strong in this temple, he said, 
because of the tremendous commitment to completing it. 


Brother Erekson spoke to President Lee and told him that he needed to work 
with what he had without making many changes. He encouraged him to tell the 
workers that, although they may have worked in other temples, it may be neces- 
sary to do some things a little differently in a smaller temple. Brother Erekson 
congratulated those involved with building the project and said: “It’s a super 
job.” He had especially high praise for Walbridge Construction Co. for complet- 
ing the temple in six months’ time. Originally it was to have taken 8 months. Six 
months was a record for the Church. 


Greg Remmy, the Engineer on the project, and his assistant Derek Garrison 
turned over four sets of the construction books to the Church. They were high- 
ly praised for their promptness in turning this information over to the Church. 
They were told that never had this happened before in the building of a new tem- 
ple. 
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All utilities were now to be transferred to the Temple Department budget. 
The temple Ist Counselor (in charge of the building), should work with the 
Contractor Superintendent to take meter readings. 


It was stated that the contractor had completed the project except for punch 
list items. In addition, the following items were noted: 


1. Warranties and Manuals were to be turned over during the meeting; 


2. One-year warranties review would occur in October 2000. The First 
Counselor was to keep lists and track problems. 


3. The Facilities Management Group and patrons/members will maintain 
temple. 


4. As-built drawings were to be sent by the architect in a month or so to the 
Temple Construction Department. 


5. The Contractor is to support the cornerstone ceremony, as requested by 
the Temple Department Area Director. The contractor is responsible for building 
a platform, replanting landscape and clean up after cornerstone placement. 


6. Security is to be by the Temple Committee through the open house and 
will be paid for from the open house budget. 


The keys were then turned over to President Lee. 


The caulking had not 
been finished by the time 
the open house began on 
November 30th. A mem- 
ber of the Church, Tony 
Freeman who owned 
Freeman Painting, offered 
his men without charge to 
the Church, to finish the 
work near the entrance and 
around windows. The 
windows had not been 
caulked and this prevented 
the grilles from being 
installed. His work helped to solve this problem. David Allen Company was 
also still using some of their men to finish the caulking around the marble. The 
grills on the windows were taken down because they were not properly centered. 
They were not replaced until the week before dedication. The coping had sever- 
al problems and it was to be replaced after the dedication. 
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OPEN HOUSE AND DEDICATION 


Formation of the Local Committee 


Early in August plans began to evolve for the open house and the dedication. 
Many committees were formed to take care of all the details. Elder Loren C. 
Dunn, Area President, was assigned to be the Committee Chairman, and the First 
Presidency assigned Raleigh Stake President John Taggart to be the Local 
Committee Coordinator. With his counselors, Presidents Harry Maxwell and 
Russell Wilford, he organized and coordinated the activities of twelve subcom- 
mittees, as prescribed by the New Temple Handbook: 


* Audiovisual; 

* Historical; 

* Housing and Accommodations; 
* Member/Missionary; 

* Music; 

* Physical Facilities; 

* Public Affairs; 

* Recommends; 

* Security; 

* Translation; 

* Transportation & Parking; and 
* Ushers 


At a meeting of the eight stake presidents in the temple district, President 
Taggart proposed that, because of the proximity of the temple site to the 
Raleigh Stake, most of the leadership of the various subcommittees be drawn 
from the Raleigh Stake. The other stake presidents concurred. However, 
President Lee of the Durham Stake asked that his people not be overlooked. In 
the end, the Durham and Raleigh Stakes carried most of the responsibility for 
organizing the open house and dedication events, but members from all stakes 
were involved by the hundreds in cleaning, preparing food, ushering, parking 
and other matters. 


Subcommittee leadership included the following: Bob Ratledge, Raleigh 
Stake High Councilor, and Gary Dumers, Raleigh Stake Audio Visual Clerk, led 
the Audio Visual Committee. The Historical Subcommittee was led by Grady 
Barnes, Raleigh High Council, Joan Harper and Elder & Sister Johnson. Duane 
Hansen, Raleigh High Councilor, Julie Howington, Raleigh Primary President 
and Sally Ehrisman, Durham Primary President, led the Housing and 
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Accommodations Subcommittee. Kerry Lee, Durham Stake President, led the 
Member/Missionary Subcommittee, ably assisted by Mark Arnell, Raleigh 
Stake Mission President, and Gerald Thornton, Counselor in the Raleigh 
Mission Presidency. Jim Cunningham, Raleigh High Councilor, and Kevin 
Hopkins, Raleigh Music Chairman, coordinated the Music Sub-committee. Joe 
Hubbs, Raleigh High Council, and Joe Barnes, Raleigh Stake Physical Facilities 
Representative, led the Physical Facilities Subcommittee, assisted by Jan 
Gilreath and Cal Brostrom, Raleigh Stake Young Women’s and Young Men’s 
Presidents. Amy Winsor chaired the Public Affairs Subcommittee, assisted by 
Jim Taylor, Raleigh High Councilor, Lisa Phillips, Durham Stake Director of 
Public Affairs, and Randolyn Emerson, Raleigh Media Specialist. Donna and 
Forrest Anderson worked tirelessly on the Public Affairs Subcommittee as the 
editors and publishers of the Raleigh Temple Times, the local newsletter. Chuck 
Anderson of the Raleigh High Council was responsible for recommends. He 
was later joined by Charlie Turner when he was called to the Raleigh High 
Council. Security was carried out under the direction of Roy Epps and Kevin 
West, both of the Raleigh High Council. First, Albis Gomez of the Raleigh 
High Council, and then Allan Austin of the Durham High Council, chaired the 
Translation Subcommittee, assisted by Charles Stoddard, Spanish Elders 
Quorum President in the Raleigh Second Ward. Steve Zundel, Raleigh High 
Council, chaired the Transportation and Parking Subcommittee. Richard Rust, 
Counselor in the Durham Stake Presidency, and Jim Bunton, Raleigh High 
Council, chaired the Usher Subcommittee. 


Planning and Preparation 


The work of the Local Committee was weighty and complicated, made more 
so by the fact that assignments came somewhat later than suggested by the New 
Temple Handbook. Br. Robert K. Reeve of the Temple Department was particu- 
larly helpful in guiding the work of the committee. All leaders of the subcom- 
mittees showed remarkable commitment and initiative in tackling this once-in-a- 
lifetime opportunity. Only four meetings of the entire Local Committee were 
necessary; all of the detailed planning and preparation proceeded under the direc- 
tion of the subcommittee leaders. The results were professional and seamless. 
Some efforts were particularly noteworthy. 


Because the seven dedication sessions were to be broadcast to the Durham 
Stake Center, the task of the Audiovisual Subcommittee was particularly com- 
plicated. While they had the assistance of a group of professionals from Salt 
Lake, there were still numerous local equipment and technical requirements that 
had to be arranged for and satisfied. 


The Historical Subcommittee quietly and ably gathered a representative 
sample of documents from around the temple district to place in the cornerstone. 
They also gathered information for this history, which was assembled and draft- 
ed by Sister Alaire Johnson. 
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The Housing and Accommodations Subcommittee had the dual responsi- 
bility of feeding upwards of 600 specially invited guests at the open house, and 
feeding the visiting general authorities, temple presidency and other persons 
attending all of the dedicatory sessions. The food was superb, and the quiet effi- 
ciency with which they carried out their assignment was extremely well 


received. 


The Member/Missionary Sub-committee created and printed over 50,000 
invitations to be used by the members to invite friends and neighbors to the open 
house. They also took responsibility for helping members understand how they 
could best take advantage of this unique opportunity to expose their friends to the 
temple and the Church’s teachings on the eternal nature of the family. 


The Music Subcommittee coordinated the selection of hymns, the choir 
assignments, and met the always-difficult challenge of dealing with eight differ- 
ent choirs-coordinating rehearsals, obtaining organs, and making sure everything 
went smoothly during the two days of dedication. 


The Physical Facilities Subcommittee dealt with perhaps the largest diffi- 
culty-the fact no Church building was located near the temple. Consequently, it 
was necessary to rent tents, restrooms, and other facilities and equipment to 
accommodate the visitors. (Some of these responsibilities fell to the Usher 
Subcommittee.) In this task, the Physical Facilities Subcommittee performed 
admirably. Because the open house was to be in December, we had to make pro- 
vision for heating the tents as well. The tent system was enormous, complicated 
and, in the end, perfectly arranged to meet the diverse needs of special guests, 
members, and the general public. 


The Public Affairs Subcommittee was stretched to quickly and accurately 
assemble names and addresses of special guests and media representatives to be 
invited to the media briefing and VIP open house. Various media advisories and 
press releases had to be prepared. In all their work, it was necessary to coordi- 
nate closely with the Public Affairs Department in Salt Lake City. The fruits of 
their efforts included not only a smoothly executed media and VIP open house, 
but numerous print and television news stories that brought the temple and the 
Church before the public in an unprecedented and positive way. 


The Recommends Subcommittee had the thankless task of distributing rec- 
ommends throughout the temple district and to hundreds of individuals who 
came to the dedication from outside the temple district. These included former 
mission presidents, former missionaries, persons who had lived here, and others. 
Keeping track of all requests for recommends and ensuring that everyone was 
treated fairly was a delicate responsibility, requiring much last-minute coordina- 
tion and hundreds of phone calls, made more complicated by the fact that the rec- 
ommends themselves were late in coming, so that a new distribution system had 
to be created and implemented at the last minute. 


The Security Subcommittee not only organized and carried out the personal 
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security requirements for President Hinckley and his party at the dedication, but 
they flawlessly carried out security operations during the open house as well. In 
addition, from November 21st until December 20th, they were on site 24 hours 
a day to ensure that the temple was safe. Indeed, Roy Epps lived on site in his 
motor home during this period, personally overseeing this security detail and 
instructing all the security volunteers who came to assist. There were two peo- 
ple every night in shifts of 4 hours each making sure nothing went wrong. Even 
after the dedication for a few weeks, there were security persons on-site during 
the nighttime hours, the thought being that this might be needed until the pres- 
ence of the temple was no longer a novel thing in Apex. 


The Translation Subcommittee made sure that Spanish language translations 
were available in all seven dedicatory sessions, and that signing, French and 
Chinese were also available as needed. Much preparatory work was necessary 
to ensure that translators had the necessary capabilities to translate for President 
Hinckley and the other general authorities. 


pas Parking and traffic flow were complicated by the fact that there were only 
limited paved surfaces within walking distance of the temple. The parking area 
of choice was the vacant, Church-owned lot next to the temple. However, the 
Transportation and Parking Subcommittee had to order shuttle buses for use in 
the event of rain or snow and develop a plan that, had it been necessary, would 
have allowed us to shuttle upwards of 30,000 people from a remote site to the 
temple and back. Good weather prevailed, however, and so the contingency plan 
was never put in place. 


Last, but certainly not least, the Usher Subcommittee undertook the huge 
responsibility of training and providing hundreds of ushers for the eight days of 
public open house and the seven dedicatory sessions. Moving thousands of peo- 
ple through the temple in a quiet and reverent manner required diplomacy and 
flexibility. Filling and emptying the temple and the stake center seven times in 
two days was a monumental task, but it went smoothly throughout. 


The Open House 


The Physical Facilities Subcommittee had arranged to place two large, 
interconnected tents near the temple to the south. Each tent was divided into 
two areas—the areas in the first tent were set up for visitors to view a short 
introductory video in English, and half of the second tent was set up to show 
the same video in Spanish. This area was also used as a reception area where 
refreshments were served to the neighbors, construction workers, media and 
special guests who came during the first three days of the open house. The 
walkway from the large tents to the entrance of the temple was enclosed, heat- 
ed and beautifully decorated with white poinsettias and chrysanthemums, and 
beautiful pictures of the Savior on easels along the way. An information table, 
staffed by sister missionaries, was located in the area directly to the north of the 
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large tents so that visitors, upon exiting the temple, could stop, ask questions 
and receive additional information about the temple and the Church. 


VIP, Media and Other Special Guests 


Elder Loren C. Dunn, Area President, came for the first three days of the 
open house. He conducted the media and VIP tours, assisted by Elder David 
Ferrel, an Area Authority Seventy from Maryland, and President Taggart. Also 
present to assist in the open house were Robert K. Reeve of the Temple 
Department and David Porter of the Church’s Public Affairs Department. 


Even though the first official day of the open house was December Ist, a 
special tour had been approved for persons who had helped build the temple. 
Invitations had been sent to all the workers for a special tour from 6 to 9 P.M. on 
November 30th. 84 people went through at this time and light refreshments were 
served. In addition to this special tour for construction workers, we hosted the 
neighbors from the Amherst subdivision on Thursday evening, December 2nd. 
Almost 200 neighbors attended on that evening, and others came during the reg- 
ular public hours. Refreshments were served to both special groups in the sec- 
ond tent following the tours. This reception area was beautifully and tastefully 
decorated, and finger food and hot or cold apple cider were served to the guests. 
A special treat was a small bowl of peanut soup, made from a recipe favored by 
George Washington. 


All day Wednesday and Thursday, and Friday morning were set aside for the 
media briefing and tours for specially invited guests—civic, business and reli- 
gious leaders from around the temple district. Approximately 650 persons were 
invited to the VIP tours. These included governmental, educational, religious 
and business leaders from many communities within the temple district. A total 
of 250 actually attended during the days set aside for such tours. In the follow- 
ing days, other specially invited guests came. The final count of VIP visitors to 
the temple exceeded 300. 


Tours were scheduled at one and one-half hour intervals and consisted of 
groups as small as ten persons or as large as forty. Highlights of these VIP tours 
included an introduction from a representative of the Church’s Public Affairs 
Department, a welcome from Elder Dunn, Elder Ferrel or President Taggart, a 
10-minute video introduction to the temple, and then a speaking tour conducted 
by the person who welcomed the group. During these tours, an effort was made 
to ensure the visitors understood the three aspects of temple worship—baptisms 
for the dead, the endowment and sealings—and to link all three to the overriding 
goal of uniting families for eternity through sacred priesthood ordinances. 
Following the tours, our guests returned to the tent for refreshments and a gift— 
a compact disk of Tabernacle Choir music prepared specially for the occasion. 
These were the essential elements of the tours. 


Without exception, persons attending these tours were respectful and 
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impressed. Though most visitors were aware of the Church and perhaps famil- 
iar with its public image, for many, this was their first introduction to some of the 
doctrines of the Church. Many questions were asked at all stages of the tours. 
In particular, they were interested in the ordinance of baptism—why it is done 
and how it is performed. They saw the connection between the performance of 
this and other ordinances and the Church’s involvement in genealogical research. 
There was also curiosity about the endowment. A few attendees appeared to be 
familiar with the Church’s policy of not discussing the substance of the endow- 
ment in public settings, and some questions were asked that could not be 
answered directly. They were told that the endowment dealt with the essential 
questions of life—where we came from, why we are here, and where we might 
go when we leave this life. It was explained that, in the course of the endow- 
ment, we make covenants with Heavenly Father pertaining to our behavior in this 
life, compliance with which will affect where we will be in the next life. The 
three rooms were characterized as representing our pre-earth life, our life in this 
world, and the celestial glory we can attain to if we are obedient. 


In the second endowment room the guests were told about the Celestial 
room; that it symbolized the presence of God and the state of peace and glory that 
we might attain to if we keep the covenants. Guests were asked not to speak in 
the Celestial room, but to take a reverent and contemplative attitude into that 
room with them. During the few minutes spent in the Celestial room there was 
always a feeling of reverence that carried over into the next room entered—the 
larger sealing room. Here, guests were invited to sit down and there were always 
many questions. By this point in the tour, the questions, and the attitudes of the 
people, had often become softer and more reverent. There was great curiosity 
about the idea of eternal marriage, and many questions about the ability of per- 
sons previously married outside the temple to be sealed in the temple, what hap- 
pens after a divorce, and the like. The looks on the faces as much as the nature 
of the questions conveyed the impression that people were touched by what they 
had seen. 


Many visitors expressed admiration for the beauty and quality of the build- 
ing and almost all of them expressed appreciation for the invitation. Most lin- 
gered in the reception area to talk with us. Although most conversations did not 
delve too deeply into serious matters, some were poignant and thoughtful. The 
North Carolina Secretary of State remained behind longer than usual. Her hus- 
band had died two weeks earlier and Elder Dunn reported that he and Sister Dunn 
had a very thoughtful conversation with her. Jim Long, the North Carolina 
Insurance Commissioner, was most appreciative of the invitation and impressed 
with what he had seen. Several days after his visit, President Taggart heard from 
a colleague with whom Commissioner Long had attended a meeting in San 
Francisco that he was still talking about his tour of the temple and the pleasant 
time he had. Another visitor, the President of Meredith College, spoke of her 
great respect for the Church and about the fact that her son was engaged to a 
member of the Church. Virtually the entire leadership of the Town of Apex 
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came. Their presence was evidence of the enthusiasm with which they have wel- 
comed the temple, and their continuing support of its presence. 


Visitors represented a cross-section of those invited. They included several 
members of the North Carolina Council of State (the Governor’s Cabinet), at 
least one Associate Justice of the North Carolina Supreme Court, legislators and 
legislative officials, many educators, a rabbi, and many priests and ministers. We 
were disappointed that neither the Governor nor Lieutenant Governor accepted 
our invitation. Also, although we made a special effort to get members of the 
North Carolina congressional delegation to attend, none did. Nevertheless, it 
was a wonderful experience. We are confident there now exists a greater under- 
standing and respect for the Church than existed before the temple was complet- 
ed. Some prejudices and misunderstandings were resolved. Much good will was 
engendered. The members who extended the hospitality of the Church through 
service of various kinds said they had a wonderful experience. New friendships 
were formed between members and nonmembers of the Church. 


Public Open House 


The public open house ran from December 3rd to the 11th. Scheduled hours 
were as follows: Week-days (except Monday), 2 p.m. to 9 p.m.; Saturdays, 9 
a.m. to 9 p.m.; Monday, 2 p.m. to 6 p.m. The temple was not open for tours on 
Sundays. We found that people began arriving as early as 8:30 a.m., and so addi- 
tional shifts of ushers, security, audiovisual and other volunteers were quickly 
scheduled. We also found that people came on Sundays and after 6 p.m. on 
Monday. We estimate that the number of persons coming then exceeded 600. 
They were, of course, disappointed. Public tours followed the pattern of the VIP 
tours—visitors were first shown the video and then directed to the entrance of the 
temple, where youth members of the Church helped put white coverings over 
their shoes. They then went on a silent tour: through the foyer, around the bap- 
tismal font, through the men’s dressing room, back out into the foyer, into the 
first endowment room, then into the second endowment room, past the small 
sealing room into the Celestial room, into the large sealing room, and then down 
the hall and out of the temple. Signs were posted along the way to explain what 
visitors were seeing, and a brochure was given to each visitor at the beginning of 
the tour to explain things more fully. 


We had exceptionally good weather for December. Other than the drop in 
temperature on the first day, the first week was mild and dry; daytime tempera- 
tures were in the sixties. Absence of rain was a big help. The parking area had 
been seeded but not soon enough to get good thick turf for parking. The first 
Monday night it rained lightly and we had some difficulty keeping the mud off 
of people’s shoes on Tuesday. Pine straw was placed in the walkways coming 
through the parking lot and this helped keep the red clay mud under control. The 
second week gradually warmed up and the temperature on the last day was in the 
high sixties, so unusual for December. 
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People were still coming after 9 PM on Saturday night of closing. Over 100 
cars showed up on Sunday, December 12th, thinking the temple would be open 
on Sunday. The official count of visitors at the open house was 31,638. We esti- 
mate that at least half of these were non-members, many of them accompanied 
by their member friends. 


Member Involvement 


Over two thousand members served in one capacity or another to make the 
open house a success. Many helped the first three days preparing food, and then 
transporting it to the temple site from the Cary Ward house. Many single adults 
and others helped to serve the food. Pat Stead from the Apex Ward watered all 
the potted plants and saw that every night they were carried inside the temple and 
then in the mornings they were taken to the appropriate places outside in the 
tents. The Housing and Accommodations Subcommittee set the goal of involv- 
ing as many individuals as they could from all of the 8 stakes. Sister Julie 
Howington, Committee Co-chairperson wrote of this: “It was initially much 
more work to organize and plan this way than it would have been had we just 
used a few people in the immediate area and purchased everything we needed. 
Now that the open house is over, we can look back and see the wisdom in doing 
this. People were given a chance to serve. Individuals drove for hours to be able 
to do nothing more than put together sandwiches in the Cary building. They did 
it joyfully. We tried to switch our shifts often so that everyone had a chance to 
serve at the temple, (even though that too was only in the utility tent). There were 
many times when people would arrive from a long way off and we would have 
very little for them to do. They never complained. They were thrilled to be 
involved and they would sit around and visit with others from other stakes and 
talk over the joy of having a temple in our midst. We had a group of 14 mem- 
bers from Winston-Salem who were here eagerly working. We managed to time 
it so they too could go into the temple between VIP tours to see it. When I told 
them they could go into the temple to see it, their faces lit up like a child’s at 
Christmas. I was thrilled to be able to witness many of their first views of the 
temple. Most were moved to tears.” 


During the open house 252 people served as security watchmen. Eleven 
hundred people served as ushers and parking attendants. Each night a cleaning 
crew came in to clean the temple and prepare it for the next day’s visitors. 100 
members served in this capacity, many of them youth. 


The sister missionaries from the Raleigh, Cary, and Apex areas staffed the 
table where people could request further information and ask questions. They 
placed ninety Books of Mormon and took 80 referrals. 


The Dedication 


The week following the open house was devoted to removing the tents, spruc- 
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ing up the grounds, moving the temple furniture into storage areas, bringing in the 
folding chairs to be used for the dedication services, and setting up the audiovisual 
equipment, including the satellite feed necessary to broadcast the services into the 
Durham Stake Center. On Thursday, December 16th, the choirs began to rehearse 
in the temple-four choirs on Thursday evening and three on Friday. 


At 1 PM on Friday December 17th, President Taggart met with the 
Historical Subcommittee, Br. Paul Koeliker, Managing Director of the Temple 
Department, Br. Reeve of the Temple Department, and others in the Recorder’s 
office to examine and place in the cornerstone box all the documents that had 
been selected to be sealed up in the cornerstone. Many histories and pictures 
along with memorabilia were placed in the box to be sealed up on the morning 
of the 18th as part of the first dedication session. All was ready. The temple was 
clean and set up for the dedication. There were beautiful red poinsettias placed 
along the walkways that gave the grounds a festive feeling. 


President Gordon B. Hinckley, accompanied by his wife, Marjorie, Elder M. 
Russell Ballard of the Quorum of the Twelve and his wife, and Elder Loren C. 
Dunn, North America East Area President, and his wife arrived at the Raleigh- 
Durham Airport at about 5:30 p.m. on Friday evening. They drove immediately 
to the temple, where President Hinckley inspected it. He praised the workman- 
ship and found everything in order. He set apart the temple presidency before 
leaving for the hotel for dinner and a good night’s rest. 


The first of seven dedicatory sessions began at 8:55 a.m. on Saturday, 
December 18, 1999. All sessions were conducted from the Celestial room and 
broadcast by closed circuit to the other rooms in the temple and to the Durham 
Stake Center. The temple held about 500 persons, 72 in the Celestial room and the 
remainder throughout the temple. Those members with white recommends were 
seated in the Celestial room. Blue recommend holders were elsewhere in the tem- 
ple and pink recommends were issued to those seated in the stake center. Decisions 
about who attended in which location were left with the local priesthood leaders. 


President Taggart’s Impressions of the Dedication 


[We now insert President John C. Taggart’s impressions of the Dedication of 
the Raleigh North Carolina Temple. ] 


Today, December 18, 1999, was the first day of dedication for 
the Raleigh Temple. Marilyn and I attended all four sessions. The first 
was for the Fayetteville Stake and started at 9 a.m. (Actually it started 
five minutes early, as was the case for all four sessions.) Then followed 
Kinston’s session at 11:30, Winston-Salem at 2 and Greensboro at 4:30. 
The cornerstone ceremony took about the first 30 minutes of the session, 
and Marilyn and I accompanied the brethren and their wives out to the 
cornerstone. We were allowed, with the others, to place mortar on the 
cornerstone cap. A beautiful choir from the Raleigh Stake sang at the 
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ceremony. Upon our return to the Celestial Room, the program contin- 
ued. Elder Dunn spoke first, recalling some of the early Utah pioneers 
who came from North Carolina. I followed him relating, among other 
things, some information about Durham Hall Smith, an early convert 
who stayed in North Carolina and helped build the foundation of the 
Church here. Then Elder M. Russell Ballard spoke. President Hinckley 
was the concluding speaker. He also read the dedicatory prayer. The 
Fayetteville Stake choir sang two hymns (in addition to the Hosanna 
Anthem and The Spirit of God, which concluded each session.) The 
three general authorities spoke in all four sessions. I spoke in session 
four in addition to the first. Br. Reese from Kinston spoke in the second 
session, along with Br. Staheli, President Hinckley’s personal secretary. 
Arnold Christensen was asked to speak in the third session. These are 
a few of the essentials. 


The rest is harder to put down on paper. I have not in my life 
so far experienced such intense spiritual feelings. To be sure, I can 
recall some occasions in the mission field and in other church service 
where my experiences were somewhat similar. But this has been differ- 
ent in degree. I suppose my impressions of the day are a result of a com- 
bination of factors. First, it is extremely satisfying to see the culmina- 
tion of so many months of work by so many faithful friends turn out so 
well. Everything, from the weather, to the food, to the ushering, to the 
reverence of those attending, has been just as one would wish. The tem- 
ple was clean and orderly throughout. Beautiful flowers were on dis- 
play along the walkways. The music has been superb. It was as though 
the angels of heaven had joined in. The broadcast to the stake center 
was technically flawless. 


Then there was the setting in which Marilyn and I were fortu- 
nate to find ourselves. I have learned over the past six years that these 
brethren we call General Authorities are truly kind, gentle, devoted 
men. They expect a lot but they make no demands. They teach master- 
fully. To be able to associate with three of them, including two who are 
prophets of God, over a three-day period is priceless to me. To sit ina 
holy place for six hours, and to listen to these men bear testimony— 
each one unique but powerful—cannot be adequately described in writ- 
ing. President Hinckley is an old man. By rights he should be retired 
and resting from his labors. But he seems to be energized by his call- 
ing, and to gain strength as he meets and mingles with the saints. He, 
of course, grew weary as the day progressed, but I thought as I listened 
to him during the last session how sure and powerfully he spoke. His 
words-and especially the intensity of his expression-gave witness to the 
legitimacy of his calling. He loves the saints. He loves the Lord Jesus 
Christ. He has a special witness that would be difficult to put aside 
even if one were to give it only nominal credence. He has a vision of 
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the work that, I am sure, exceeds even what we can imagine. He sees 
with clarity of vision the future of the great work of the restoration. He 
possesses a facility for expressing his convictions in ways that inspire 
respect. In the first session, I was moved to recall his having set me 
apart as a missionary in 1965, when he was the second junior apostle. 
Without knowing anything about me, he blessed me, a 19-year old boy 
from small towns in Idaho, that I would have no need to fear the big 
cities or the masses of people-the one and only concern I harbored 
about my mission call. Through that blessing, I came to know that my 
Heavenly Father was mindful of me and that He would bless me as a 
missionary. That was an important bit of knowledge, coming to me as 
it did through one of the Savior’s chosen Apostles, that has stayed with 
me my whole life. 


Elder Dunn too is a powerful man worth listening to. He is the 
fourth senior general authority, after President Hinckley, President 
Monson and Elder Packer. He is filled with energy and conviction. He 
is the Area President and also Chairman of the Raleigh Temple 
Committee. He has been with us in stake conference. I worked with him 
during the temple site selection process. He and his gracious wife were 
also with us for the first three days of the open house, and he conduct- 
ed and spoke at the most recent Area training meeting in Washington. I 
have come to value my association with this great, gentle man. He 
teaches and corrects with both clarity and love. He is always grateful 
for our efforts. He used some of his talks today to teach principles of 
the gospel by drawing on lessons from the history of the Church. He 
has a great respect and love for the Prophet Joseph Smith. He would 
remind the saints that we all owe the Prophet Joseph a great debt. 


This has been my first association with Elder Ballard. He is a 
great-great grandson of Hyrum Smith, and he said that, as long as he is 
alive, he will not let the members of the Church forget Hyrum. He has 
special insight into the role played by Hyrum in the restoration, and of 
the extraordinary relationship this older brother had with the younger 
prophet. His calling as an Apostle rests easy on his shoulders. Like the 
others, he is grateful for what we have done and seems motivated pri- 
marily by a desire to serve and to testify. In the last session, he stood 
next to me at the podium as I was about to speak and, with his hand on 
my shoulder, thanked me for what we had done to prepare things for the 
dedication. 


All in all, it has been an extraordinary day. I recall the begin- 
ning words of Oliver Cowdery’s description of the translation of the 
Book of Mormon: “These were days never to be forgotten.” I hope I 
never forget these days of dedication. 


John Taggart 
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[We now resume with the report given by Elder and Sister Johnson.] 


The first session, lasting two hours, included a cornerstone ceremony. After 
a welcome, opening hymn by the Fayetteville Stake choir and invocation in the 
Celestial room, President Hinckley, Elder Ballard, Elder Dunn, President Taggart 
and their wives went to the platform at the south-east corner of the temple. 
There, President Hinckley spoke briefly about the cornerstone. A 60-person 
choir from the Raleigh Stake, led by Sally Plautz and accompanied by Gary 
Adams, sang two hymns especially arranged by Sister Plautz, and President 
Hinckley and the others placed mortar in the joints of the cornerstone. Children 
and others were invited to do the same, as President Hinckley and his party 
returned to the Celestial room for the remainder of the first session. 


Attendance at the seven sessions was basically organized along stake lines. 
Projected attendance showed that some stakes would fill the temple and the stake 
center almost to capacity, while other stakes would not. After much discussion, 
analysis, and not a few prayers, the Local Committee decided to assign atten- 
dance as follows: 


Ist Session Fayetteville 

2nd Session Kinston 

3rd Session Winston-Salem 

4th Session Greensboro 

5th Session Goldsboro & Raleigh 
6th Session Wilmington & Raleigh 
7th Session Durham & Raleigh 


Most out-of-district attendees were assigned to sessions two and three. 
Music and prayers followed this pattern as well. 


President Hinckley and Elders Ballard and Dunn spoke at all seven sessions. 
Other speakers included the following: First session-President Taggart. Second 
session, Cecil Reese, Kinston Stake Patriarch and Br. Don Staheli, President 
Hinckley’s Executive Secretary. Third session-Arnold Christensen, former 
Raleigh Mission President. Fourth session-President Richard Dan and Sister 
Jean Lee, Raleigh Temple President and Matron, and President Taggart. Fifth 
session-President and Sister Eugene A. and Sister Ruth Gulledge of the Raleigh 
Temple Presidency. Sixth Session-President Thomas O. and Sister Nancy 
Baughan of the Raleigh Temple Presidency. Seventh session-Br. Paul Koeliker, 
Managing Director of the Temple Department, Br. Robert Reeve of the Temple 
Department, and Br. David Sayre, President Hinckley’s security guard. Just prior 
to the conclusion of each session, President Hinckley, and in two cases Elder 
Ballard, read the dedicatory prayer. Following the dedicatory prayer, one of the 
general authorities led those present in the “Hosanna Shout” and then the choir 
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sang The Spirit of God, in which the congregation joined for the last verse. 


Any written description of these sessions would be inadequate. No tran- 
script of the talks is available. One is left with impressions. The writer attend- 
ed all seven sessions. It was a profoundly moving and spiritual experience. To 
hear in person twenty-one different talks by general authorities over a two-day 
period, including seven by President Hinckley, is unique in the experience of 
most members of the Church. These brethren gave wise counsel, pertinent to the 
temple and ones involvement in temple worship. They told us how we could pre- 
pare ourselves and what blessings awaited us from serving in the temple. They 
spoke of the sacrifices of our forebears, who made the existence of the temple in 
North Carolina possible. They spoke of those on whose behalf we would be 
doing temple work. They spoke to the sisters of the Church, to the priesthood, 
and to the youth. As President Hinckley spoke, it was clear that, though he is old, 
he is truly powerful; energized by his calling and his association with the Saints. 
As the seventh session drew to a close, he was reluctant to leave. He spoke with 
fondness, almost wistfully, of the members in North Carolina. More than once, 
it appeared that he was about to end his talk, but he was hesitant to do so. He 
wanted to say more, and he did. Br. Koeliker, who has attended hundreds of tem- 
ple dedication sessions, said it was the first time he had seen the Prophet do such 
a thing. The love he expressed in his words, by his presence and in his manner 
is something we should all remember and cherish. He said he was not likely to 
return to North Carolina, and the sadness he felt at this thought was evident. But 
what joy he leaves behind—the first temple, dedicated to Heavenly Father for the 
blessing of the Saints in North Carolina. What a remarkable two days! 


Following the last dedicatory session, President Hinckley and the other 
members of his party were driven directly to the airport for their return flight 
home, taking with them the love of all the Saints in this temple district, as well 
as box lunches in case they got hungry. Because the temple was to be opened for 
temple work at nine o’clock the next morning, volunteers immediately began 
removing the folding chairs, audio-visual equipment and other special items that 
were there for the dedication, giving the temple a thorough cleaning, and mov- 
ing the temple furniture back into place. By late that night, their work was com- 
pleted. 


Thus ends the history of the construction, opening and dedication of the 
Raleigh North Carolina Temple. 
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Appendix A 


List of Sources 
Records and recollections of Sterling B. Weed; Riverside, Utah. 
Records and recollections of Chloe B. Hodge; Raleigh, North Carolina. 


Personal History, diary, and records of EK. Marion Henderson; Provo, 
Utah. 


Personal records and recollections of Clyde F. Smith and Crystle K. 
Smith; Raleigh, North Carolina. 


Historical Department, The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints; 
Salt Lake City, Utah. 


Records of Leonard James Arrington; Salt Lake City, Utah. 
Office of the Register of Deeds; Raleigh, North Carolina. 
The Raleigh Times; Raleigh, North Carolina. . 
The Raleigh News and Observer: Raleigh, North Carolina. 


“History of the First Relief Society in Raleigh and Wake County, North 
Carolina, The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 1946-1987,” 
by Netha Smith Young. 


“History of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in Raleigh 
and Wake County, North Carolina, 1895-1987,” by Chloe Hodge: 
Raleigh, North Carolina. 


The Salt Lake Tribune, Friday, February 12, 1999. 


“History, Raleigh Branch, Goldsboro District,” by Chloe Hodge, 1951 
[included in a Book of Remembrance for retiring Mission President 
Robert Price]; Raleigh, North Carolina. 


Personal records and recollections of Robert V. and Elva H. Parker; 
Garner, North Carolina. 


“History of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in North 
Carolina, with a Detailed Record of the church in Durham, 1838-1974,” 
by Wallace R. Draughon, DDS, 1974: Chapel Hill, North Carolina. 


“History of the North Carolina State University Soil Science 
Department,” North Carolina State University website 


www.soil.ncsu.edu/about/History/Prominence.html 


Records and recollections of Blanche Smith Keith; Fuquay-Varina, 
North Carolina. 


116 








Records and recollections of Ralph Kermit Ingram; Raleigh, North 
Carolina. 


Records and recollections of W. Gerald Thornton; Raleigh, North 
Carolina. 


Records and recollections of John C. Taggart; Raleigh, North Carolina. 
Records and recollections of FE. Epps, Sr.; Raleigh, North Carolina. 
Records and recollections of Robert England Lee; Cary, North Carolina. 
Journal of Connie Stires; Raleigh, North Carolina. 

Recollections of Linda Campora; Provo, Utah. 


“Completion and Dedication of the Raleigh, North Carolina Temple,” 
Elder Gaylen and Sister Alaire Johnson. 


Records and recollections of David Mellor; Raleigh, North Carolina. 


Records and recollections of Grady and Genevieve Barnes; Franklinton, 
North Carolina. 


Records and recollections of Flo Brantley; Raleigh, North Carolina. 
Recollections of Phyllis Bray; Cary, North Carolina. 
Recollections of Harold Pattee; Raleigh, North Carolina. 
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Appendix B 
Brief Biographical Sketches of the Raleigh Stake Presidents 
President William Victor Bartholomew 


Raleigh Stake President (1962-1974) 


President William Victor Bartholomew was set apart as the first president of 
the Raleigh North Carolina Stake by Elder Howard W. Hunter of the Quorum of 
the Twelve Apostles, in December of 1962. President Bartholomew and his wife, 
Eleanor Moore Bartholomew, were married in the Manti (Utah) Temple in June 
of 1940. 


Prior to his calling as Stake President, President Bartholomew served as a 
full-time missionary in the Eastern States Mission from 1933-35. While serving 
as a missionary he was called on several occasions to serve as District President. 
After his mission, Brother Bartholomew served as a Sunday School President, 
Mutual President, mutual teacher, and Explorer Scout committee member. He 
also served as a counselor in several branch presidencies. While serving on the 
faculty of lowa State University he was called to be President of the West Iowa 
District. Brother and Sister Bartholomew and their family moved to Raleigh in 
1956 when President Bartholomew became a professor at North Carolina State 
University. 


After his arrival, President 
Bartholomew was called as 
President of the Raleigh North 
Carolina District. It was from this 
position that Elder Howard W. 
Hunter called Brother 
Bartholomew to be the first presi- 
dent of the Raleigh Stake. 


William Victor Bartholomew 
was born on December 19, 1908, 
in Monroe, Utah, to William 
Francis and Ida Lorena Larsen 
Bartholomew. He grew up in 
Fayette and Monroe, Utah, and 
graduated from Monroe High 
School. After Brother 
Bartholomew completed his mis- 
sion to the Eastern States he 
returned to Utah and attended 
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Brigham Young University. He graduated with a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Chemistry in 1939. In 1941, President Bartholomew was awarded a Master of 
Science degree from Iowa State College in the field of Soils Bacteriology. Later, 
in 1947, Iowa State College awarded Brother Bartholomew a doctorate in Soils 


Microbiology. 


His graduate studies were interrupted during World War II. During those 
years he worked for the U.S. Department of Agriculture doing land appraisals. 
Later, he worked for the Bureau of Plant Industry doing rubber research. After 
completion of his doctorate he was named as a member of the faculty at lowa 
State. While working at Iowa State, he was invited by the Belgian government to 
spend 6 months in Yangambi, Belgian Congo (Zaire), Soils Experimental 
Station. 


In the spring of 1956, Brother Bartholomew accepted a position as profes- 
sor of Agronomy at North Carolina State University. He served with distinction 
for many years, doing pioneering work in the field of soil microbiology, and, 
upon his retirement in 1974 was named Professor Emeritus. 


After his retirement he became a Visiting Professor of Agronomy at the 
University of Ibadan, in Ibadan, Nigeria, from 1974 to 1978. 


President Bartholomew continued his legacy of service after his release as 
President of the Raleigh Stake. He served as Patriarch in the Raleigh Stake, and 
upon his return from Africa in 1978, he and his wife, Eleanor, served as ordi- 
nance workers in the Washington, D.C., temple. In 1979, he and Sister 
Bartholomew were called as missionaries to the Nigeria Lagos Mission (West 
Africa), and returned in the fall of 1980. When Brother and Sister Bartholomew 
moved to Salem, Utah, he was called as Stake Patriarch, in which position he 
served until his health would not allow him to continue. 
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President Ralph K. Ingram 


Raleigh Stake President (1974-1981) 


President Ralph K. Ingram was set apart as the second president of the 
Raleigh North Carolina Stake by Elder Gordon B. Hinckley of the Quorum of the 
Twelve on 6 January 1974, after serving as a counselor in the stake presidency 
for eight years. He and his childhood sweetheart, Addie Louise Carr, were mar- 
ried 3 September 1948. President and Sister Ingram have three children: Kermit, 
Spicher, and Patricia Louise “Patty Lou.” They have five grandchildren. 


At the time of their marriage Louise was a member of the Church and Ralph 
was not. Yet he attended meetings as faithfully as most members of the Raleigh 
Branch. Nearly ten years after his marriage he joined the Church on 8 February 
1958. Within a year he was serving as Ist Counselor to Sterling Weed in the 
Raleigh Branch Presidency. When the Raleigh North Carolina Stake was creat- 
ed, Ralph was ordained a high priest by Elder Franklin D. Richards, an Assistant 
to the Quorum of the Twelve, on 9 December 1962. President Ingram subse- 
quently demonstrated his faithfulness by serving two years as a stake missionary 
while simultaneously serving as a Sunday School teacher in the Raleigh Branch. 


President Ingram was born 13 May 1922 in Goldsboro, North Carolina, to 
Needham Bud and Rosa Jane Woodard Ingram. He attended Rosewood High 
School, graduating in 1940, and went on to Campbell Junior College in Buies 
Creek. Upon completion of his studies at Campbell he joined the Air Force, serv- 
ing as a pilot during World War II. He ultimately achieved the rank of Major. 
After the war, President Ingram 
came to Raleigh and enrolled at 
North Carolina State University, 
graduating in 1949, 


Twelve years after their mar- 
riage, Ralph and Louise Ingram 
journeyed to Salt Lake City to be 
sealed. This was done on 16 
August 1960. That same day 
Ralph received his patriarchal 
blessing from Elder Eldred G. 
Smith, Patriarch to the Church. 


Ralph has been active in busi- 
ness and civic affairs for many 
years. He has served as a member 
of the Raleigh Junior Chamber of 
Commerce, the Raleigh Chamber 
of Commerce, was on the Board 
President Ralph Ingram of Directors for the YMCA, 
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United Carolina Bank, the North Carolina State School of Design, and was 
President of the Raleigh Rotary Club. He was also Vice President of the Raleigh 
Air Force Association and a Major in the Air Force Reserve. 


After graduating from North Carolina State, Ralph taught school for one 
year and then pursued a business career. Eventually he became Executive Vice 
President of Carolina Builders Corporation and a Vice President with Goodman 
Toyota. 


After his release as Stake President in March of 1981, President Ingram was 
ordained a patriarch and set apart as Patriarch of the Raleigh North Carolina 
Stake. He also served for many years as a temple ordinance worker in the 
Washington, D.C. Temple. 


Sister Louise Ingram passed away on September 9, 1996. President Ingram 
married Marion Rae Spooner. They both serve in the Raleigh North Carolina 
Temple where Brother Ingram is a Sealer, and Sister Ingram is an Ordinance 
Worker. 
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President Sterling B. Weed 


Raleigh Stake President (1981-89) 


President Sterling B. Weed was set apart as the third president of the Raleigh 
North Carolina Stake by Elder Gordon B. Hinckley of the Quorum of the Twelve 
Apostles on 22 March 1981. President Weed and his wife, Nola Smith Weed, 
were married in the Salt Lake Temple on 25 November 1949. They are the par- 
ents of two children: Alan and Stuart (Paula Thomas); they have four grandchil- 
dren. 


In the years that preceded his calling President Weed served from 1947-49 
as a full-time missionary in Sweden. After he completed his undergraduate work 
at Brigham Young University he served as a counselor in the Raleigh and Ithaca, 
New York, branch presidencies. In 1957 he was called as Branch President of the 
Raleigh Branch. Later, in 1962, he became the first bishop of the Raleigh Ward. 
After he was released as Bishop, he served as the Stake Young Men’s President, 
a member of the Raleigh Stake High Council, and, from 1970-81, was a 
Counselor in the Raleigh Stake Presidency. 


President Weed was born in Salt Lake City, Utah, on 25 March 1926, to 
Floyd L. and Hedwig Barg Weed. He attended public schools in Salt Lake City, 
and, after graduating from high school, studied at Brigham Young University. He 
had a great love for sports and music. He was a fine handball and racquetball 
player and had a wonderful bass voice. He received and honored many requests 
to sing for special programs and funerals. 


Sterling postponed his formal 
education to serve as a missionary 
in Sweden. In 1951 he graduated 
from Brigham Young University 
with a Bachelor of Arts degree in 
Agronomy and Chemistry. 
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President and Sister Weed 
came to Raleigh in 1951 so that 
Sterling could attend graduate 
school. He completed his Master 
of Science degree at North 
Carolina State in Soil Science in 
1953; two years later, North 
Carolina State awarded Sterling a 
doctorate in Soil Science. 
President Weed did post-doctoral 
work at Cornell University from 
1955-56. Sterling B. Weed served 
with distinction as a member of 
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the North Carolina State University faculty from 1956-91, and upon his retire- 
ment, was granted the title of Professor Emeritus. 


President Weed continued to serve with distinction in many Church 
callings after he was released as President of the Raleigh North Carolina Stake. 
For two years he served as a counselor to the President of the North Carolina 
Raleigh Mission. From 1991-95, President Weed was a Regional Representative 
to the Quorum of the Twelve, with responsibility for the Charleston, South 
Carolina; Columbia, South Carolina; and Charlotte, North Carolina Regions. 


After his release as a Regional Representative, he served as High Priests 
Group Leader in the Cary 2nd Ward. His present calling is Ward Family History 
Consultant in the Riverton 12th Ward of the Riverton Utah North Stake. 


President W. Gerald Thornton 


Raleigh Stake President (1989-94) 


W. Gerald Thornton was set apart as the fourth president of the Raleigh 
North Carolina Stake on 19 March 1989 by Elder Spencer Osborne of the First 
Quorum of the Seventy. President Thornton and his wife, Katrina Crumpler 
Thornton, were married in the Piney Green Branch Chapel, in Sampson County, 
North Carolina, on June 22, 1963. They were later sealed in the Salt Lake Temple 
on September 2, 1965. President and Sister Thornton have five children: William 
“Will” (Angela Jennings), Roland “Todd” (Maeline Walker), Heath (Shannon 
Owenby), KoKo, John “Derek” (Lexia Dew). They have five grandchildren. 


Gerald Thornton began his Church service before he became a baptized 
member. As a student at UNC Chapel Hill he served as an Explorer Scout Leader. 
After his baptism he was called to the Sunday School Presidency of the Durham 
Ward. After completing his Juris Doctorate at the UNC Law School, he moved 
his family to Louisville, Kentucky, to work in the Chief Counsel’s Office of the 
Internal Revenue Service. Once again he served in the scouting organization and 
the Mutual Improvement Association. In 1969, he was called as a member of the 
Louisville Branch Presidency, where he served until the family moved to 
Raleigh, in 1971. 


President Thornton was called as a stake missionary shortly after his return 
to Raleigh, and was eventually named Stake Mission President. It was from this 
position that he was called as 2nd Counselor to President Ralph K. Ingram in 
1974. It was President Ingram 
who, nearly ten years earlier, had 
baptized Gerald Thornton a mem- 
ber of the Church. On January 6th, 
1974, Elder Gordon B. Hinckley, 
of the Quorum of the Twelve, 
ordained President Thornton a 
high priest. When the stake presi- 
dency was reorganized, in 1981, 
Gerald was called as_ Ist 
Counselor to President Sterling 
Weed. Brother Thornton was 
released from the stake presidency 
and named Bishop of the Raliegh 
2nd Ward on 24 February 1985, 
and it was from this position that 
he was called as President of the 
Raleigh North Carolina Stake. 
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William Gerald Thornton was born in Sampson County, North Carolina, on 
May 13, 1942, to William Richardson and Dora Myrle Pope Thornton. He 
attended Clinton Elementary and Clinton High School, and, upon graduating, 
went to the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, where he majored in 
Business Administration. He continued his studies at Chapel Hill until he com- 
pleted his Juris Doctorate in 1967. 


Gerald worked as an attorney for the Internal Revenue Service for three 
years, in the Chief Counsel’s Office, and then returned to North Carolina. Since 
1970 he has worked at the law firm of Manning, Fulton & Skinner, P.A., where 
he is a partner. 


Since being released as Stake President, Brother Thornton has served as 
First Counselor to the North Carolina Raleigh Mission President. He enjoys 
woodworking, hunting, fishing, and gardening. 


President John C. Taggart 


Raleigh Stake President (1994-present) 


President John C. Taggart was set apart as the fifth president of the Raleigh 
North Carolina Stake of Zion by Elder Henry B. Eyring of the First Quorum of 
the Seventy, on 13 March 1994. He and his wife, Marilyn Whitehead Taggart, 
were married in the Salt Lake Temple on June 14, 1972. They have five children: 
Benjamin (Crystal Sexton), Nathaniel (Nikole Bice), Nicholas (Miriam 
Mikkelsen), Meredith (James Campbell), and Jonathan (“Jack”); they also have 
three grandchildren. 


President Taggart was prepared to serve in his calling through years of 
Church service. From 1965-68 he served as a missionary for the Church in cen- 
tral Germany. Later, he returned to Germany as an Army officer and served as an 
Elders Quorum President and later as President of the Munich Branch. While in 
graduate school he was a member of a student ward bishopric. He also served as 
young men’s president and, along with Sister Taggart, served as stake dance 
director. He served for three years as Bishop of the Aurora (Colorado) 7th Ward. 
After his arrival in the Raleigh Stake in 1988, he served as scoutmaster, a coun- 
selor in the stake mission presidency, young men’s president, a member of the 
high counsel, and, in October 1990, was called as Bishop of the Raleigh 2nd 
Ward. It was in this calling that he was serving when Elder Eyring called him to 
preside over the Raleigh Stake. 


President Taggart was born on 14 May 1946 in Ogden, Utah. He is the sec- 
ond child and only son of John 
Seaman and Martha Foulger 
Taggart. His father’s love for 
farming took him to Nampa, 
Roswell, Marsing, Malad, Arco 
and Montpelier, Idaho (with a 
brief stop in Vale, Oregon). He 
graduated from Montpelier High 
School in 1964, where he played 
French Horn in the band, played 
on the basketball team and 
enjoyed a variety of extra-curricu- 
lar activities. He also learned the 
meat-cutter’s trade and worked 
for three summers as a cowboy in 
Cokeville, Wyoming. 
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John attended Brigham 
Young University, where he grad- 
uated with a Bachelor’s Degree in 
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Political Science in 1970, and later earned a Master’s Degree, in International 
Relations, in 1972. In 1978, he received a Juris Doctor degree from the 
University of Washington Law School. 


After completing his formal education, President Taggart accepted a judicial 
clerkship with the 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in San Diego. He then prac- 
ticed law in New York City for two years, and remained in private practice when 
the family moved to Denver. While in Colorado he joined the legal department 
of the General Electric Company in 1984. In 1986, he was transferred to San 
Francisco; and, two years later, was transferred to Raleigh, where he serves as 
associate general counsel for GE Capital Mortgage Corporation. 
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History of the Raleigh Stake 


Year 
1958 1962 1966 1970 1974 1978 1982 1986 1990 1994 1998 2002 
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Sunday School Supervisors, 
Presiding Elders and Branch Presidencies 


April 2, 1939 


March - May, 1941 
May - August, 1941 
August - November, 1941 


November 9, 1941 
January 4, 1942 


January 4, 1942-May, 1943 


May, 1942 - February 2, 1945 


February 2, 1945 
March 18, 1948 


March 18, 1948-May 18, 1951 


May 18, 1851 
September 14, 1957 


Sept 14, 1957-Dec 6, 1962 


Callis D. Smith 

Sunday School Superintendent 
Wiley F. Tilton, first counselor 
Oscar R. Rogers, second counselor 


Elder Windsor Bennett, Presiding Elder 
Elder Darwin Rawlings, Presiding Elder 


James Black, Presiding Elder 


F, Marion Henderson, Presiding Elder 


Leonard J. Arrington, Branch President 
F. M. Henderson , first counselor 
Nyle C. Brady, second counselor 


F. Marion Henderson, Branch President 
Nyle C. Brady, first counselor 
Hardy Bogue, second counselor 


Denver King, Branch President 

Hyrum Maples, Branch President 

F. Marion Henderson, Branch President 
Bruce Baird, first counselor 

Arvell Hunter, second and first counselor 


Gene Miller, second counselor 


Sterling B. Weed, Branch President 
Robert V. Parker, first counselor 


Note: Presiding Elders did not serve with counselors 
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Raleigh Stake Presidencies Raleigh Stake Relief Society Presidents 


1962 - WilliamVictor Bartholomew, President 
F. M. Henderson 


District President: Eleanor Bartholomew, remained as President for first 
few months after Raleigh Stake organized in 1962. 


Kenneth L. Duke 





Netha Young 


Ralph K. Ingram Vena Draughon 
1974 - Ralph K. Ingram, President 1963 Myrtle Dixon, President 
Sterling B. Weed Crystal Smith 
Gerald Thornton Vena Draughon 
Nola Weed 
1981 - Sterling B. Weed, President Mary Purcell 
Gerald W. Thornton 
James L. Bennett, Jr. 1974 Genevieve Hunter, President 
Richard Rust Suzie Bennett 
Kerry Lee Mary Purcell 
James B. Stephens 
Joseph F. Barnes 1978 Pat Rust, President 
Sharon Dame 
1989 - Gerald W. Thornton Eva Gardner 
Kermit Nichols Carlie Pickard 
Joseph F. Barnes Billie Callahan 
Phyllis Bray 
1994 - John C. Taggart Amanda Bunton 
Alan K. Johnson 
H. John Maxwell 1982 Phyllis Bray, President 
Russell R. Wilford Joann Smith 
Amanda Bunton 
LoAnn Bartholomew 
1984 Carlie Pickard, President 
LoAnn Bartholomew 
Raleigh Stake Patriarchs Margie Mayfield 
Carolyn Henderson 
1962 Jasper Leonidas Stuckey Rita Stapf 
1974 William Victor Bartholomew 1989 Sandra Stephens, President 
Pat Stead 
1974 Kenneth L. Duke LaRee Ward 
Beverly Johnson 
1984 Ralph Kermit Ingram 
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1991] Pat Stead, President 
Barbara Hurlinger 


Raleigh Stake Young Women Presidents 





Marcia Quiller 1965 Kate Hogwood, President 
Sherry Hubbs 
Peggy Ward __ Carol Olsen, President 
1995 Rita Stapf, President 1971 Pat Snyder, President 
Fran Coats Mary Evelyn Rogers 
Thalia Petersen 
1973 Carolyn Henderson, President 
1996 Thalia Peterson, President Fran Coats 
Meg Petersen Diana Moran 
Marilyn Taggart 
Pat Potts 1980 Beth Ross, President 
Virginia Enzor 
1984 Janna Scharf, President 
Raleigh Stake Young Men Presidents 
; 1989 Linda Campora, President 
1962 Earl Provancia 1 Darvis Bobo 
Jere Snyder . 7 Joan Todd 
1982-1985 Harold Pattee : 1992 Sandra Black, president 
; Ann Keaton 
1985-1989 Lark Allen Cindy Baldwin 
1989-1891 Harold Pattee } 1994 Sonja Stead, President 
4 Marcia Anderson 
1991- 1993 Robert Bray | Diane Green 
: | Ellen Bergman 
1993-1995 David Henderson Jan Gilreath 
. 
1995 -1996 Charles H. Simpson, Jr. | ; 1998 Jan Gilreath, President 
| Jodie Baldwin 
1996-1998 Russell R. Wilford : 2 Sue Mikkelsen 


1998- present Cal Brostrom 
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1980-1986 


1986-1988 


1988-1990 


1990-1993 


1993-1997 


1997- 


Raleigh Stake Primary Presidents 
Beth Quayle, President 


Pam Brock, President 
Mary Eleanor Kessler 
Judy Goodwin 


Judy Goodwin, President 
Julie Olson 

Nadine Pinkerton 

Penny Oman 


Penny Oman, President 
Jeannie Johnson 
Kay Cramer 


Robbie McArthur, President 
Jeannie Johnson 
Carolyn Gilreath 


Jeannie Johnson, President 
Carolyn Gilreath 
Susan Howard 


Penny Oman, President 
Karen Nay 

Cindy Harper 

Paula Henderson 

Sheri Alo 


Julie Howington, President 
Ann Broadbent 

Sherrie Barnes 

Bonnie Caldwell 

Judy Stevenson 
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1959 
Raleigh District 
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 


DURHAM BRANCH 
Branch President - Wallace Reed Draughon 
Ist Counselor - Grady Gentry 
2nd Counselor - James Leonard Bennett Jr. 
FAYETTEVILLE BRANCH 
Branch President - J. Woody Britt 
Ist Counselor - Leroy West 
2nd Counselor - Gary O. McRay 
PINEY GREEN BRANCH 
Branch President - Bernie Spell 
Ist Counselor - Elder Richard Gunter (Missionary) 
2nd Counselor - Henry Lee Hudson 
RALEIGH BRANCH 


Branch President - Sterling Barg Weed (14 Sept 1958 - 9 Dec 1962) 
1st Counselor Ralph K. Ingram 


2nd Counselor - Richard F. McCoy Sr.(2)Robert V. Parker 
ROANOKE RAPIDS BRANCH 
Branch President - Edward Joseph Waters 
Ist Counselor - Franklin Lee Jones 
2nd Counselor - Richard Bennett 
ROCKY MOUNT BRANCH 
Branch President - George E. Page 
Ist Counselor - James Henry Arp 
2nd Counselor -  W.T. Morris 
TARBORO BRANCH 
Branch President - Thurman Ashby Phelps [1963] 
Ist Counselor -  Talmon Tew 
2nd Counselor - _ Irvin Aaron Staton 
WILSON BRANCH 


Branch President - Selby A. Ethridge 
Ist Counselor Joseph E. Stucky 
2nd Counselor - Clifton Mooring 
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December 9, 1962 


Raleigh Stake Organized 


The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 


BARNES JUNCTION BRANCH 


Branch President - 
lst Counselor - 
2nd Counselor - 


Branch President - 
lst Counselor - 
2nd Counselor’ - 


Branch President - 
lst Counselor - 
2nd Counselor - 


(1)Arthur S. Phillips Sr. [9 Dec 1962- =] 
Dennis E. Woodson 

David W. Askew(2)Taylor W. Adams 
(2)Raymond L. Dalton 

(2)Curtis W. Jones 


(3)Henry McCall Bugg [1984 - 3 May 1987] 
Otis W. Casen (2)Rick Dockstater 
Dennis E. Woodson (2)Thomas E. Stevens 


[Barnes Junction Branch became part of Central Virginia District 


DUNN BRANCH 
Branch President - 
lst Counselor - 
2nd Counselor - 


Branch President - 
lst Counselor - 
2nd Counselor - 


Branch President - 
lst Counselor - 
2nd Counselor - 


3 May 1987] 


(1)Vearl G. McBride 
William Roscoe Coats (2)Victor A. Anderson 
Victor Anderson (2)Maurice H. McBride 


(2)Wyman H. Russell 
Destin R. Miller 
James Deaver 


(3)Destin R. Miller 
James Deaver 
Bobby Bass 


[The Dunn Branch became part of the Fayetteville Stake June 1975] 


DURHAM WARD 
Bishop q 


Ist Counselor - 
2nd Counselor - 


(1)Wallace Reed Draughon[9 Dec. 1962- 
3 Sept 1967] 

James Leonard Bennett Jr. 

Edwin Lynn Warehime 
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Bishop - 


Ist Counselor - 
2nd Counselor - 


Bishop - 


Ist Counselor - 
2nd Counselor - 


Bishop - 
lst Counselor - 
2nd Counselor - 


FAYETTEVILLE WARD - 
Bishop - 
lst Counselor - 
2nd Counselor - 


Bishop - 
Ist Counselor - 
2nd Counselor’ - 


PINEY GREEN BRANCH 
Branch President - 
Ist Counselor - 
2nd Counselor~ - 


Branch President - 
Ist Counselor - 
2nd Counselor’ - 


Branch President - 
Ist Counselor - 
2nd Counselor’ - 


(2)James Leonard Bennett Jr.[3 Sep 1967- 
25Aug 1974] 

Dale Alan Whitman 

Harry Stewart Nielsen Jr. 


(3)Maxie Sherwood Dixon [25 Aug 1974-3 
Dec 1978] 

Dale L. Harmon 

Dennis Tolley 


(4)Earl Nicholls [3 Dec 1978 -21 Feb 1982] 
Raymond Watts 
Greg A. Olsen 


(1)Marion Francis Barnhill 
Roscoe Kenneth Crane 
Henry Lafayette Leggett Jr. 


(2)Fuji Abe 
Carson Brock 
Allen Rich 


(1)Bernie Spell 
Elder Richard Gunter 
Henry Lee Hudson 


(2)Rolen C. Crumpler 
Otto L. McCullen 
Luther Register 


(3)Garnie Egbert Edwards 
Otto L. McCullen 
Allen D. Carter 


[Piney Green Branch became part of Fayetteville Stake June 1975] 


RALEIGH WARD [9 Dec 1962 - 14 Nov 1965] 


Bishop = 
lst Counselor - 


2nd Counselor - 


(1)Sterling Barg Weed 

Ralph Kermit Ingram 
(2)Richard Floyd McCoy Sr. 

Richard Floyd McCoy Sr. 
(2)John Arte Robertson 
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, 
Called Ture 19 bs ~ eet opart ae | | 





Bishop - Fonzy E. Epps Sr. [14 Nov 1965 - 10 Mar 1974] Branch President - (3)Asa R. Waters Jr. 
lstCounselor - John Austin Keaton (2) Daniel T. Brewn 1966] BAL lst Counselor - Raymond Lynn Cope 
2nd Counselor - _ Larry S. Brown (2) Eerl G. Smith [1966] 2nd Counselor - Gilbert Wallace Best 
(3)Ralph M. Keaton 
[July 1978 - The Raleigh Ward was divided into Raleigh I, Branch President (4)Raymond Lynn Cope 


Branch President 
lst Counselor 
2nd Counselor 


Branch President 
Counselor 


Branch President 


Ist Counselor 
2nd Counselor 


Branch President 
lst Counselor 
2nd Counselor 


Branch President 
Ist Counselor 
2nd Counselor 


Branch President 
lst Counselor 
2nd Counselor 


[Roanoke Rapids Branch became part of Goldsboro Stake May 30, 1982] 


Raleigh II, and Raleigh III Wards] 


ROANOKE RAPIDS BRANCH 


(1)Edward Joseph Waters[ - Sept. 1962] 
Franklin Lee Jones 
Richard Bennett 


(2)Franklin Lee Jones [Sept 1962 - May 1963] 
Elder Earl Johnson (Missionary) 


(3)James G. Willis[High Councilman] 
[1963-1966] 

William Charles Jones Jr. 

Franklin Lee Jones 


(4)Franklin Lee Jones [Dec. 1966 - Jan. 1973] 
Jesse Bass (2)George W. Connor 

William Charles Jones Jr.(2)James Stewart 
(2)Claude Doug Brown 


(5)George William Conner [Jan. 1973 - 1974] 
Charles Swinson 


Lee S. West 


(6)Lee S. West [1974 - 1981] 


ROCKY MOUNT BRANCH 
Branch President - (1)George E. Page [1963] 
Ist Counselor - James Henry Arp 
2nd Counselor - Joseph Bonnie Cogdell 
Branch President - (2)Joseph Bonnie Cogdell 
Ist Counselor - George E. Page 
2nd Counselor - James Henry Arp 
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lst Counselor 
2nd Counselor 


Branch President 
lst Counselor 
2nd Counselor 


Gilbert Wallace Best(2)Edward Wayne Holloman 
James Henry Arp (2)Johnnie Ricks Wheeless 


(5)Edward Wayne Holloman 
Robert E. Neville 
Lynne Rainey 


[Rocky Mount became part of Goldsboro Stake May 30, 1982] 


~ ROXBORO BRANCH 


Branch President 
lst Counselor 
2nd Counselor 


Branch President 
lst Counselor 
2nd Counselor 


Branch President 
Ist Counselor 
2nd Counselor 


(1)Grady Watkins Gentry [1963] 
Maxie A. Dixon 
Early Thomas Davis 


(2)Paul B. Phillips 
Grady Watkins Gentry 
George Wesley Stone (2)Tony D. Bowes 


(3)Tony D. Bowes 
Maxie A. Dixon 
Bennie W. Pergerson 


[Roxboro Branch became part of Durham Stake May 3, 1987] 


TARBORO BRANCH 


Branch President 
lst Counselor 
2nd Counselor 


Branch President 
lst Counselor 
2nd Counselor 


Branch President 
lst Counselor 
2nd Counselor 


(1)Thurman Ashby Phelps 
Russell Edward Armstrong 
Irvin Aaron Staton 


(2)Talmon Tew 
Irvin Aaron Staton 
Russell E. Armstrong 


(3)Irvin Aaron Staton 
Carl B. Messer 
Talmon Tew 
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Branch President 
lst Counselor 
2nd Counselor 


Branch President 
Ist Counselor 
2nd Counselor 


Branch President 
lst Counselor 
2nd Counselor 


(4)Russell E. Armstrong 
Irvin Aaron Staton 
Carl B. Messer 


(6)Rickey Dean Kemp 
Kenneth Talbot 


(7)Kenneth Talbot 


{Tarboro Branch became part of Goldsboro Stake 30 May 1982] 


WILSON BRANCH 


President 
lst Counselor 
2nd Counselor 


Branch President 
lst Counselor 
2nd Counselor 


Branch President 


lst Counselor 
2nd Counselor 


Branch President 
lst Counselor 
2nd Counselor 


Branch President 
lst Counselor 
2nd Counselor 


Branch President 
lst Counselor 
2nd Counselor 


Branch President 
lst Counselor 
2nd Counselor 


(1)Joseph E. Stuckey [Jan 1958 - 1962] 
Jot Owens (2)Fred Thomas Harper 
Selby A. Ethridge (2)Elgin C. Mooring 
(2)Henry Price 


(2)William Walter Howard [1962 - 1966] 
Elgin C. Mooring(2)Fred Thomas Harper 


Henry Price(2)Jot Owens (2)Selby A. Ethridge 


(3)Harold Edward Pattee [1966 - 1968] 
[High Councilman] 

Elgin C. Mooring 

Connie Mack Bissette 


(4)Joseph Hetrick [1968 - 1968] 
Elgin C. Mooring 
Joseph E. Stuckey 


(5)Selby A. Ethridge [1968 - 1971] 
Joseph E. Stuckey 
Clifton Mooring 


(6)Elgin C. Mooring [1971 - 1972] 


Horace D. Batchelor 


(7)Horace D. Batchelor [1972 - 1974] 
Clyde Leslie Smith 
Selby A. Ethridge 
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Branch President 
lst Counselor 
2nd Counselor 


Branch President 
Ist Counselor 
2nd Counselor 


Branch President 
lst Counselor 
2nd Counselor 


(8)Cleo Anderson [1974 - 1975] 
Robert E. Scott 


(9)Robert E. Scott [1975 - 1980] 
Selby A. Ethridge (2Bobby Maples 
Elgin C. Mooring 


(10)Clyde Leslie Smith [1980 - 30 May 1982] 
Ron Mooring 
Bobby Maples 


[THE WILSON BRANCH BECAME A PART OF THE 
GOLDSBORO STAKE 30 May 1982] 
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ADDITIONS TO THE ORIGINAL RALEIGH STAKE 


The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 


APEX WARD [Ward organized 1994] 


Bishop 
lst Counselor 
2nd Counselor 


Bishop 
Ist Counselor 
2nd Counselor 


CARY WARD [Ward organized 12 April 1987] 


Bishop 
lst Counselor 
2nd Counselor 


Bishop 
Ist Counselor 
2nd Counselor 


CARY 1ST WARD 
Bishop 
Ist Counselor 
2nd Counselor 


Bishop 
lst Counselor 
2nd Counselor 


CARY 2ND WARD 
Bishop 
Ist Counselor 
2nd Counselor 


Bishop 
Ist Counselor 
2nd Counselor 


Bishop 
lst Counselor 
2nd Counselor 


Verlin P. Youd 
James B. Taylor 


(1)James Stephens [Sept. 1995 - Jan. 1997] 1 


David Carroll 
John Clayton 


(2)Bruce Nay [Jan. 1997 - Feb. 2000] : 


(1) Robert M. Bray [19 Apr 1984-Apr 1989] 
James Stephens (2)George Oman 
George Oman (2)John Maxwell(3)Richard Lee 


(2) George Oman [Apr 1989 - 1990] 
John Maxwell (2)Gary Rogers 
Gary Rogers (2) Frank Greco 


(1) James Stephens [Apr. 1990 - Sept. 1995] 
John E. Barnhill 
Verlin P. Youd 


(2) John Edward Barnhill [Sept. 1995 - present] 
Boyd Turner 


Glen Trails i 


(1) Paul Sherbel [Sept. 1990 - Aug. 1994] 
Greg Scadden 
Mitch Layne (2)Ed Vlazny 


(2) Robert Mickkelsen [Aug. 1994 - Nov. 1997] 
Bruce Johnson (2)Herb Council 
Herb Council (2)Chuck Anderson 


(3) Robert E. Lee [Nov. 1997 - present] 


Scott Despain 
Darin Newbry 
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CHAPEL HILL BRANCH 


Branch President - 


lst Counselor 
2nd Counselor 


Branch President 


lst Counselor 
2nd Counsleor 


Bishop 
lst Counselor 
2nd Counselor 


Bishop 
Ist Counselor 
2nd Counselor 





[Organized Aug 1974] 
(1)Richard Dilworth Rust 
James D. Condie (2)Duane Roberts 
A. Richard Melton (2)Richard L. Ratliff 
(3)Kerry L. Lee 
(3)Thomas C. Clark 


(2)Kerry L. Lee [July 1977 - Mar 1981] 
Read G. Gilgen (2)Paul B. Dixon 
Thomas C. Clark (2)Bernard E. Isgett 
(2)Joseph F. Scholes 


CHAPEL HILL WARD [Organized March 1981] 


(1)Kerry L. Lee [March 1981 - Sept.1983] 
Paul Dixon 
Bernard E. Isgett 


(2) Joseph F. Scholes [Sept. 1983 - ] 
Gary E. Hatch 
John A. Smith 


(CHAPEL HILL WARD BECAME PART OF DURHAM STAKE 


Bishop 
lst Counselor 
2nd Counselor 


Bishop 
lst Counselor 
2nd Counselor 


BISHOP 
lst Counselor 
2nd Counselor 


Bishop 
Ist Counselor 
2nd Counselor 


MAY 3, 1987) 


DURHAM I [Organized 21 Feb 1982] 


(1)Dennis K. Heaston [21 Feb 1982 - 20 Jan 1983] 
Raymond Watts 


(2)Raymond Watts [20 Jan. 1983 - 3 May 1987] 
James Crapo (2)Wayne Samuelson 
Carl Clinton Furler (2)Kirk Powell 


DURHAM 2_ [Organized 21 Feb 1982] 


John P. Blanchard [21 Feb 1982 - 28 Aug 1983] 
John W. Rider (2)Bradley Richard Smith 
Dale Lynn Harmon 


(2)John W. Rider [28 Aug 1983 - 3 May 1987] 
Kent E. Pinkerton(2)Douglas L.Packer 
Greg A. Olsen (2)Torre Max Palmer 


[DURHAM WARDS BECAME PART OF DURHAM STAKE 


ORGANIZED May 3, 1987] 
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FAYETTEVILLE NORTH WARD 
Bishop - (1)George C. Gore 
lst Counselor - Jack Duff 
2nd Counselor - 


FAYETTEVILLE SOUTH WARD 


Bishop - Carson W. Brock [ - June 1975] 
Ist Counselor - Homer Cates 
2nd Counselor - John Dascanio (2)Alton King 


[FAYETTEVILLE WARDS BECAME PART OF 
FAYETTEVILLE STAKE June 1975] 


GARNER BRANCH [Organized July 1982 from Raleigh II Ward] 
Branch President - (1) David Junior Hill [July 1982-3 Mar 1985] 


Ist Counselor - M. Creasy (2)Robert V. Parker[30 Sept 1984] 
2nd Counselor - Dallas Otto Gantt(2)Michael D. Taylor 
Branch President - (2) Robert V. Parker [3 Mar 1985-27 Apr. 1986] 
Ist Counselor - Michael D. Taylor 
2nd Counselor - Mike Creasy 
GARNER WARD __ [Ward organized Apr 27, 1986] 
Bishop - Robert V. Parker [27 Apr 1986-14 July 1991] 
Ist Counselor - (1) Michael Taylor (2) Ralph M. Keaton 
2nd Counselor - (1) Charles B. Antley(2) Thomas Rouse 
(1) Earl Gowin 
Bishop - (2) Robert Goodwin [14 July 1991 - ] 
Ist Counselor - Dallas Otto Gantt 
2nd Counselor - Randy Rose 
Bishop - (3) John Johnson 
Ist Counselor - Charles Benjamin Antley 
2nd Counselor - Dallas Otto Gantt (2)Michael D. Taylor 
Bishop - (4) Mike Howard 
Ist Counselor - Charles Benjamin Antley 
2nd Counselor - Hal Abbott 
Bishop - (5) Charles B. Antley 
Ist Counselor - Hal Abbott 
2nd Counselor - Shayne Judd 
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Branch President - 


lst Counselor 
2nd Counselor 


Branch President - 


lst Counselor 
2nd Counselor 


HENDERSON BRANCH [Branch organized 1976] 


(1) Alton O. Stainback [1976 - 1985] 
Kenneth Carson Abbott 
Kenneth Brock Becraft 


(2) Kenneth Brock Becroft [1985 - 3 May 1987] 
Ferrell Palmer 
Donald Day 


(HENDERSON BRANCH BECAME PART OF 
DURHAM STAKE MAY 3, 1987) 


PEMBROKE BRANCH 


Branch President - 


lst Counselor 


2nd Counselor 


[Organized May 19, 1974] 


Willie J. Wynn [May 19, 1974 - June 1975] 
Felix Stewart 
Redell Collins 


(PEMBROKE BRANCH BECAME PART OF 
FAYETTEVILLE STAKE June 1975) 


Bishop 
lst Counselor 
2nd Counselor 


Bishop 
lst Counselor 
2nd Counselor 


Bishop 
Ist Counselor 
2nd Counselor 


Bishop 
lst Counselor 
2nd Counselor 


Bishop 
Ist Counselor 
2nd Counselor 


Bishop 
lst Counselor 
2nd Counselor 


RALEIGH 1ST WARD [Ward organized 10 MARCH 1974] 


(1)Gerald B. Eliason (10 Mar 1974 - Oct 1978] 
Richard Wilhite (2) James Justice 
Ed Schnegelberger 


(2)Lark M. Allen 
Louis A. Arne Jr. 
Archie Nelson Brantley 


(3)Louis A. Arne Jr. 
Archie Nelson Brantley (2) Robert Hoge 
Grant K. Nichols 


(4) Kermit B. Nichols 
Ed Eynon 
Jere E. Snyder 


(5)Jere E. Snyder 
Edwin T. Eynon (2) Verne L. Christensen 
Paul D. Tingy (2) Jerry E. Coombs 


(6)Harold Edward Pattee 


Joe Hubbs (2)Jim Talbot 
Walt Turner (2)Jim Bunton 
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Bishop 
Ist Counselor 
2nd Counselor 


Bishop 
lst Counselor 
2nd Counselor 


Bishop 
Ist Counselor 
2nd Counselor 


Bishop 
lst Counselor 
2nd Counselor 


Bishop 
Ist Counselor 
2nd Counselor 


Bishop 
Ist Counselor 
2nd Counselor 


Bishop 
lst Counselor 
2nd Counselor 


Bishop 
Ist Counselor 
2nd Counselor 


Bishop 
lst Counselor 
2nd Counselor 


Bishop 
Ist Counselor 
2nd Counselor 


Bishop 
lst Counselor 
2nd Counselor 


(7)Floyd D.Rose 
Jim Bunton (2)Jim Speirs 
Robert Krallis 


(8)Paul Bartholomew 
Bob Krallis 
Jim Speirs 


RALEIGH 2ND WARD [Ward organized March 10, 1974] 


(1)Clinton Valentine Davis Jr. [10 Mar 1974 - ] 
David Chandler Mellor 
Wilson McArthur 


(2)Ralph M. Keaton [Feb 1978 - ] 


Linwood Ross(2)Ken Burnett(2)Thomas Callahan 


George Douglas Braddy(2)Paul Bartholomew 


(3)Louis A. Arne Jr. 
Archie Nelson Brantley 
Grant K. Nichols 


(4)W. Gerald Thornton 
Jerry Coomb(2) Archie Brantley 
Zack Starritt (2) Grady Barnes 


(5)Grant K. Nichols 
David Y. Henderson 
Rocky Quiller 


(6)John Taggart 
Rocky Quiller (2) Robert Henderson 
Davis Pope (2) Kevin Hopkins 


(7)Ralph C. Gertsch 
Scott Smith 
Cy Howington 


(8) David Henderson 


Larry Helmer 
Fonzy E. Epps Jr. 


RALEIGH 3RD WARD [Ward organized October 1978] 


(1)Kermit Nichols [Oct 1978 - July 1982] 
James Matis (2)Thomas E. Larsen 
James Keith (2)Keith Clark 
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Bishop -  (2)Thomas E. Larsen [July 1982 - 19 Apr 1984] 
Ist Counselor - Robert M. Bray 
yi, 2nd Counselor - James Stephens (2)John Maxwell 
e) Bishop - (3) Robert M. Bray [19 Apr 1984 - 12 Apr 1987] 
ih 1st Counselor - James A. Stephens (2)George Rudolph Oman 
Hi 2nd Counselor - George Rudolph Oman (3)Harry John Maxwell 


h [RALEIGH III WARD REDESIGNATED THE 
CARY WARD EFFECTIVE 11 April 1987] 


ia RALEIGH 4TH WARD [Ward organized Apr 11 1987] 
: x Bishop - (1)Grady Barnes [Apr 11 1987 - Mar 1, 1992] 
Ist Counselor - Walter Compton (2) Spencer Bennett 


| iy 2nd Counselor - Spencer Bennett (2) Phillip Lodge 


| Bishop - (2) Allen Kerney [Mar 1, 1992 - Mar 12, 1995] 
, lst Counselor - Spencer Bennett (2)Brent Forsgren 
2nd Counselor - Gary Keith 
q Bishop -  (3)Rocky Quiller [Mar 12, 1995 - Apr 25 1999] 
(a Ist Counselor - Tony McDonald (2) Ike Howard 
4 2nd Counselor - __ Bill Bergman (2) Zack Starritt (3) Robin Covert 
: Bishop -  (4)Jeff Garrison [Apr 25, 1999 - ] 
7 IstCounselor - _ Bill Coats 
} 2nd Counselor - Bryan Cope 
RALEIGH UNIVERSITY WARD [Ward organized 17 Oct 1997] 
Bishop - Jere Snyder [ 17 Oct 1997 ] 
Ist Counselor - George Oman 
2nd Counselor -  (1)Darin Thompson(2) Danny Grasse 


} (3)Daron Barnes 


‘i WAKE FOREST WARD [Ward organized [12 March 1995] 


d | Bishop - Bernice L. Marcom 

4 1st Counselor - Kevin Hopkins (2) Dave Whale 
i 2nd Counselor - Dave Whale (2) Stephen Price 
F ZEBULON BRANCH [Organized 11 Aug 1980] 
q Branch President - (1)Ricky D. Cone 
4 Ist Counselor - Linwood Ross 

2nd Counselor - Peter Duane Deaver 
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Branch President - (2)William C. Swan 
ist Counselor - David Bentley Williams 
2nd Counselor - Peter Duane Deaver 


Branch President - (3)David Bentley Williams 


lst Counselor - Billy L. Ross Jr. 

2nd Counselor - Peter Duane Deaver (2) Russell R. Wilford 
Branch President - (4)Russell R. Wilford 

lst Counselor - Peter Graham Deaver 

2nd Counselor - Steve Buchanan 


ZEBULON WARD [ORGANIZED | 


Bishop - (1) Russell Wilford 

lst Counselor - Eddie Simmons 

2nd Counselor - Gene Woodard 

Bishop - (2) Peter Duane Deaver 

Ist Counselor - Jack Keener (2) Mark Wyrick 
2nd Counselor - Nathan Ard (2) Steve Buchanan 
Bishop - (3) Eddie Simmoms 

lst Counselor - Robert Tiek 

2nd Counselor - Russ James 
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